
Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 26 ()وة ا$رآن

Surah Ash Shu’ara (سورة ا-عراء) 
Surah Ash Shu’ara is a Meccan surah with 227 ayat. It has many short ayat and has the 
highest number of ayat in the Qur'an after Surah Al Baqarah.  

Name of the Surah (أسمآء السورة) 

Ash Shu’ara (الشعراء): meaning the poets. The poets of the past are the media of 
present times. They have a strong influence on the people even though they may not 
be conveying the truth. (اهم وسائل التأثير على الناس- االعالم). 
Al Jame’aa (الجامعة): because the surah gathers the stories of many known messengers 
till the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  

Relation between the beginning and end of the surah 
 (موافقة أول السورة آلخرها)

The beginning of the surah: is about the Qur’an which is the truth- ayah 1,2. 
End of the surah: is about the Qur’an- ayah 192-195.  

Qur’an is the truth in its news, invitations, descriptions and examples in every single ayah. 
The poets, however are using their talents for misguidance, injustice and not for the truth.  

The beginning of the surah: has warning for the wrongdoers- ayah 4.  
End of the surah: is also about warning- ayah 228. 

The warnings show the truth and make people more aware of the truth.  

Main Theme of the Surah (املحور الرئيسي للسورة) 

The main theme of Surah Ash Shu'ara is about the dangers of media (خطورة وسائل 
 ,The truth is one but the media distracts the people by its various news .(االعالم
warnings, comments, stories and examples. The media of present times are more 
powerful than the poets of the past because they reach inside our homes.  
Another theme of the surah is the manner for conveying the message (اسلوب تبليغ 
 The poets may be spreading their poetry but there is no effect. It is the Qur’an .(الرسالة
that is so powerful telling us the most eloquent and best way to preach to the people.  
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Topics of the Surah

 

Ayah 1-9: Stance of the mushrikeen with the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and his sadness for them 
 was not a poet and the (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) The Prophet .(موقف املشركني من الرسول وحسرة عليهم)
mushrikeen had many poets among them. The mushrikeen turned away from Prophet 
  .felt sad over them (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and didn’t believe and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
Ayah 10-191: Message of the messengers (رسالة الرسل). The messengers brought the 
truth but they faced trials and difficulties with the people. The stories start with the 
messengers who faced the biggest struggle to those who faced lesser.  

Musa (عليه السالم): faced the biggest struggle with Firawn so his story is 
mentioned first. Firawn transgressed both the rights of Allah and of the 
people in the worst way. He claimed he was the lord and that he was god. He 
also gave the worst punishment to the people. Musa (عليه السالم) faced the 
biggest trial and he was also the most afraid. Allah gave him the support 
(ayah 12). His chest was tight and he was also not eloquent unlike the other 
messengers (ayah 13). He did a sin by killing a person before he went for 
dawah (ayah 14). He had a difficult task to take Banu Israel from Firawn. (ayah 
15-17). Firawn threatened to put him in prison (ayah 29). Firawn engaged 
magicians against Musa (عليه السالم) (ayah 34). The story also shows the role 
of the media.  
Ibrahim (عليه السالم): and the challenge he faced with his father. His people 
threatened him and put him in the fire.  
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Nuh (عليه السالم): his people wanted to stone him.  
Hud (عليه السالم): his people disbelieved in him.  
Salih (عليه السالم): his people transgressed.  
Lut (عليه السالم): his people also transgressed.  
Shuaib (عليه السالم).  
Prophet Muhammed (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 

Ayah 190-212— The Qur’an and the stance of the mushrikeen with it (القرآن وموقف 
 The Qur’an is the truth and it is the best Book. The surah mentions the word .(املشركني
 in several places showing the truth, message and the Qur'an is very clear unlike مبني
the poetry of the poets. The truth has a positive impact unlike the media which has a 
negative impact.  
Ayah 213-220- Some instructions for the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) (توجيهات للنبي صلى اهلل عليه 
 what to say to the people and how to deal (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Allah is teaching the Prophet .(وسلم
with them. 
Ayah 221-227- Replying the mushrikeen and warning them (الرد على املشركني 
 .(وتهديدهم
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