
Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 27 ()وة ا$رآن

Surah An Naml (سورة ا-مل) 
Name of the Surah (أسمآء السورة) 

An Naml (النمل): meaning the ants. The surah mentions about these tiny creatures who 
have a very advanced civilization. So what about the human being who Allah gave the 
intellect? The ants are very patient and dedicated with organized tasks. (املخلوق منظم 
 .(في حياته و عنده تفوق
Sulaiman (سليمان): because his story is specially mentioned in the surah (خصت ذكر 
 .(سليمان عليه السالم

Relation between the beginning and end of the surah 
 (موافقة أول السورة آلخرها)

The beginning of the surah: is about the Qur’an (الــــقرآن الــــكريــــم)- ayah 2,3. This Qur'an is 
a way of guidance and success because it is a clear Book.  
End of the surah: is also commanding us to recite the Qur’an (اتلو القرآن)- ayah 92.  

Qur’an is the means of guidance and success, that it why it needs to be recited. A society 
cannot be advanced without the Qur’an.   

Main Theme of the Surah (املحور الرئيسي للسورة) 

The main theme of Surah An Naml is to be an advanced civilization (التفوق الحضاري) 
from a duniya and akhirah perspective. When we recite the Qur’an it will make us 
advanced and without the Qur’an we cannot be advanced.  
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Topics of the Surah

 

Ayah 1-6: Qur’an gives glad tidings for the believers and warning for the disbelievers 
  .(القرآن مبشر للمؤمنني ومنذر للكافرين)
Ayah 7-58: The Messengers (األنبياء). This section mentions about Musa (عليه السالم) 
and the miracles of Allah, about Dawud & Sulaiman (عليهم السالم) elaborating about 
Sulaiman (عليه السالم) with different scenes- with the ant, huhud and with Bilqis. Then 
the story of Salih (عليه السالم) with his people is mentioned. Then about Lut (عليه 
 عليهم) Some civilizations were advanced like that of Dawud and Sulaiman .(السالم
 and others are destroyed like that of Firawn, Thamud and the people of Lut  (السالم
 which were the corrupted civilization. An advanced civilization is not only (عليه السالم)
by the duniya standards, but rather the religion is the main pillar of an advanced 
civilization. 
Ayah 59-65 — The ability of Allah in the universe (مظاهر قدرة اهلل في الكون). In order not 
to be indulged in and attached to worldly civilization alone, look at the bigger picture 
which is the perfect universe of Allah that shows us His perfect ability. He gives the 
means to be advanced but do not be attached to the means. Allah asks many times in 
this section- َِّعَ اهلل  Is there any ilah (god) with Allah? in order to remove all other إِلٌَٰه مَّ
attachments. When you are advanced in your civilization, its not from you but from 
Allah alone so do not attach partners with Him even if it is with yourself.  
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Ayah 66-75: Stance of the mushrikeen regarding resurrection (موقف املشركني من البعث).   
Even if the mushrikeen are advanced in their civilization, if they don’t believe in Allah 
and the resurrection, their success is worthless. Allah is able to make all of creation die 
and then resurrect them.   
Ayah 76-78— Task of the Qur’an (مهام القرآن). 
Ayah 79-81 : Importance of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)  and his limitations for influencing the 
people (مهمة الرسول وحدود تأثيره في الناس). 
Ayah 82-90: Scenes of the Day of Judgement (مشاهد يوم القيامة). 
Ayah 91-93: Importance of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) (مهمة النبي). 

Highlights of the Surah 

The elements of an advanced civilization include (عناصر التفوق الحضاري): 

To be grateful for the blessings (شكر النعمة): to be grateful for what we have is 
an important pillar. Dua: َّرَبِّ أَْوزِْعِني أَْن أَْشُكَر ِنْعَمتََك الَِّتي أَنَْعْمَت َعَليَّ َوَعَلىٰ َوالَِدي 
الِِحنَي  My Lord! Inspire" َوأَْن أَْعَمَل َصالًِحا تَرَْضاهُ َوأَْدِخْلِني ِبرَْحَمِتَك ِفي ِعبَاِدَك الصَّ
and bestow upon me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your 
Favours which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may 
do righteous good deeds that will please You, and admit me by Your Mercy 
among Your righteous slaves.”. To be grateful means to use the blessings to do 
good deeds.  
The Knowledge (العلم): of duniya and akhirah is required to be successful.  

To be creative (التفوق العلمي): is important to be advanced. One needs to 
think out of the box and always think of ways to improve oneself- ayah 44.  
Military power (القوة العسكرية): ayah 37.  

To believe in the goal (االيمان بالهدف): which is to believe in Allah.  

To see the ability of Allah in the universe (بيان قدرة اهلل في الكون): to 
understand that our small role in the big civilization.  
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