
Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 31 ()وة ا$رآن

Surah Luqman (سورة $مان)  
Surah Luqman has 34 ayat and is a Meccan surah except for ayah 27 and 28 which are 
Medani ayat. 

Name of the Surah (أسمآء السورة) 

Luqman (لقمان): was a wise man who was not a messenger or a prophet. Allah 
appreciated and praised him and his wisdom by naming the surah after him as he 
imparted his wisdom to his son by advising him and giving him admonition. 

Main Theme of the Surah (املحور الرئيسي للسورة) 

The main theme of Surah Luqman is the importance of divine nurturing (اهمية التربية 
 Divine nurturing is from Allah- He is taking care of us and reforming us. The .(الربانية
main aim for a child’s nurturing should be to teach them how to be a slave of Allah and 
not regarding their worldly affairs. This surah gives us guidelines and shortcuts on how 
to nurture children. 

Relation between the beginning and end of the surah 
 (موافقة أول السورة آلخرها)

The beginning of the surah: is about the description of the successful ones on the Last 
Day- ayah 1-5. They are Al Muhsineen (the good-doers) and one of the ways they do 
ihsan is by nurturing their children. They get the shortcut to perform ihsan through the 
Qur’an. They establish the prayer, give the zakah and have certainty in the hereafter- 
these are three important pillars for success. Allah describes the successful ones and 
this is a strong foundation to build successful strategies for nurturing. To have certainty 
in the day of judgement is a major reason for a person to be reformed.    
End of the surah: is also about fear on the day of judgement- ayah 34- ْيَـٰٓـأَيّـُہَا ٱلـنَّاُس ٱتّـَُقوا 
ۖ فَاَل  َربَُّكۡم َوٱۡخَشۡواْ يَۡومً۬ا الَّ يَۡجِزى َوالٌِد َعن َوَلِدِهۦ واََل َمۡوُلوٌد ُهَو َجاٍز َعن َوالِِدِهۦ َشيۡـًٔاۚ إِنَّ َوۡعَد ٱهللَِّ َحقٌّ۬
 O mankind! Be afraid of your Lord (by keeping .تَُغرَّنَّڪُُم ٱۡلَحيَٰوةُ ٱلدُّنۡيَا واََل يَُغرَّنَّڪُم ِبٱهللَِّ ٱۡلَغُروُر
your duty to Him and avoiding all evil), and fear a Day when no father can avail aught 
for his son, nor a son avail aught for his father. Verily, the Promise of Allâh is true, let not 
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then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the chief deceiver (Satan) deceive 
you about Allâh. 

The surah begins with the description of the successful ones and one of their main 
characteristic is having certainty in the day of judgement. The surah ends with Allah 
addressing the people to have fear of the day of judgement. The head of wisdom in 
nurturing is to have fear of Allah and working for the Day of Judgement (رأس الــــــــــــــــــحـكـمـة فــــــــــــــــــي 
 When there is fear of Allah and the Day of .(الــــــــــــتربــــــــــــية هــــــــــــي مــــــــــــخافــــــــــــة اهلل والــــــــــــعمل لــــــــــــليوم اآلخــــــــــــر
Judgement, then everything else will fall into place. This is wisdom- when all matters are 
solved with one strike. But when there is no fear of Allah and the Day of Judgement, then no 
matter whatever else one says or does, there will be no use.  

Topics of the Surah 

 

Ayah 1-9: Characteristics of the good-doers & their reward and the evil doer (صفات 
 Before nurturing, the goal needs to be set and that is to be (املحسن وجزاؤه واملسيء
among the Muhsineen- this is the highest level. Focus on the prayer, zakat and fear of 
the Day of Judgement. Then, who are the evil-doers? Ayah 6 tells us they are those who 
are indulged in idle talks (َلۡهَو ٱۡلَحِديِث) which is singing. It is not wisdom to be indulged 
in idle talks. There is a humiliating punishment for them.  
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Ayah 10,11: Signs of the Oneness of Allah and His Ability (ادلة وحدانية اهلل وقدرتة) 
Knowing the perfections of Allah will strengthen the nurturing of children because they 
love and admire those who have power.  
Ayah 12-19: Luqman’s commandments to his son (وصايا لقمان البنه). This is the 
highlight of the surah. This includes aqeedah, relationships, good deeds, being aware 
of Allah and about etiquette & manners with people. 

To not associate partners with Allah (عدم الشرك باهلل): This is the priority. There 
is no nurturing without teaching children about shirk.  
To be dutiful to parents (البر بالوالدين): This is the next priority. The rights of 
Allah come before the rights of the parents. One needs to be good to the 
parents, but not disobey Allah at the same time.  
To be watchful of Allah (مراقبة اهلل): This ayah will make you cautious- يَـٰبُنَىَّ إِنَّہَآ 
َمـَٰوٲِت أَۡو ِفى ٱأۡلَرِۡض يَأِۡت  إِن تَُك ِمثَۡقاَل َحبٍَّة۬ مِّۡن َخرَۡدٍل۬ فَتَُكن ِفى َصۡخرٍَة أَۡو ِفى ٱلسَّ
 O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of" ِبہَا ٱهللَُّۚ إِنَّ ٱهللََّ َلِطيٌف َخِبيرٌ۬
a grain of mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the 
earth, Allâh will bring it forth. Verily, Allâh is Subtle (in bringing out that 
grain), Well¬Aware (of its place).  
To worship (العبادة): this includes salah and enjoining good & forbidding evil. 
To be patient (الصبر) 
To be humble (التواضع) 
To have good manners (حسن الخلق) 

Ayah 20,31: The blessings of Allah and the stubbornness of the mushrikeen (نعم اهلل 
 Allah showered us with so many hidden and apparent blessings, yet (وعناد املشركني
there are those who are stubborn and argue about Him.  
Ayah 32-34: Nature of the disbelievers, the command for taqwa and Allah’s knowledge 
of the unseen (طبيعة الكفار واالمر بالتقوى وعلم اهلل بالغيب). 
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Highlights of the Surah 

The highlight of the surah are Luqman’s commandments to his son. The prime focus is 
in instilling fear of the Day of Judgement.  
Luqman, the wise was once asked “how did you reach the state of wisdom?”.  He said, 
“Four things gave me wisdom:  

Allah’s decree (قدر اهلل) 

Fulfilling the trust of Allah (ادائي االمانة) 

Being truthful in speech (صدق الحديث) 

Leaving what is not concerning me (ترك ماال يعنيني)” 

Knowledge without wisdom will spoil more than reform. Money without wisdom will 
spoil more than reform. Any blessing without wisdom, will be a cause of destruction. 
May Allah grant us wisdom. Ameen.  
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