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Surah Al-Israa’ is one of املسبحات, the group of 
surahs which begin with tasbeeh. Another name for 
it this is Surah Bani Israeel. It describes اإلسراء 
 the Night Journey, one of the miracles of the ,واملعراج
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. 

The main theme of the Surah is : 
قيمة القرآن  

the value of the Qura’an

This Surah is سورة مكية, it was revealed in Makkah 
and it consist of 111 ayaat. 

The Qura’an is the biggest and everlasting miracle, 
and the Night Journey is a part of it. The Qura’an 
will elevate you if you take it, and if you don’t take it 
it will humiliate you. The Muslim ummah is the 
ummah of the Qura’an. This gives you value.

The surah starts with the tasbeeh, mentioned in 
noun form, which makes it more firm and greater 
than a verb. Allah magnifies and glorifies Himself. 
The Surah begins with the tasbeeh, therefore it 
revolves around the tasbeeh. There are many 
important topics in the Surah. 

Magnify Allah, who took His Messenger صلى اهلل عليه 
 from Masjid Al-Haram to Masjid Al-Aqsa, the و سلم
distance of many hundreds of kilometers. The 
Masjid Al-Aqsa was the محل األنبياء, the seat of the 
messengers, for countless centuries, the progeny 
of Nuh عليه السالم, those who were saved from the 
Flood on the Ark, until the prophethood passed on 
to the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. Most of 
the messengers were sent to the Bani Israeel. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم and the 
believers faced it when they prayed, until Allah 
changed the direction to the Ka’abah. 

The Night Journey was real, with the body and the soul; the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم embarked 
upon it physically; it was not a dream. This place is surrounded by blessings. This is difficult to believe, so we 

ُسبَْحاَن الَِّذي أَْسَرٰى ِبَعبِْدِه َلياًْل مَِّن امْلَْسِجِد اْلَحرَامِ إَِلى امْلَْسِجِد اأْلَْقَصى 
ِميعُ اْلبَِصيُر  الَِّذي بَارَْكنَا َحوَْلُه لِنُِريَُه ِمْن آيَاِتنَا ۚ إِنَُّه ُهوَ السَّ

Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-
Haram to al-Masjid al- Aqsa, whose surroundings We have 

blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, 
the Seeing

َوآتَيْنَا ُموَسى اْلِكتَاَب َوَجَعْلنَاهُ ُهًدى لِّبَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل أاَلَّ تَتَِّخذُوا ِمن 
ُدوِني وَِكياًل 

And We gave Moses the Scripture and made it a guidance for 
the Children of Israel that you not take other than Me as 

Disposer of affairs
يََّة َمْن َحَمْلنَا َمعَ نُوحٍ ۚ إِنَُّه َكاَن َعبًْدا َشُكورًا  ذُرِّ

O descendants of those We carried [in the ship] with Noah. 
Indeed, he was a grateful servant

َوَقَضيْنَا إَِلىٰ بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل ِفي اْلِكتَاِب َلتُفِْسُدنَّ ِفي اأْلَرِْض َمرَّتنَْيِ 
َوَلتَْعُلنَّ ُعُلوًّا َكِبيرًا 

And We conveyed to the Children of Israel in the Scripture 
that, "You will surely cause corruption on the earth twice, and 

you will surely reach [a degree of] great haughtiness
فَِإذَا َجاَء َوْعُد أُواَلُهَما بََعثْنَا َعَليُْكْم ِعبَاًدا لَّنَا أُولِي بَأٍْس َشِديٍد فََجاُسوا 

ِخاَلَل الدِّيَاِر ۚ وََكاَن َوْعًدا مَّفُْعواًل 
So when the [time of] promise came for the first of them, We 

sent against you servants of Ours - those of great military 
might, and they probed [even] into the homes, and it was a 

promise fulfilled
ثُمَّ رََدْدنَا َلُكُم اْلَكرَّةَ َعَليِْهْم َوأَْمَدْدنَاُكم ِبأَْموَاٍل َوبَِننَي َوَجَعْلنَاُكْم أَْكثََر نَِفيرًا 

Then We gave back to you a return victory over them. And 
We reinforced you with wealth and sons and made you more 

numerous in manpower
إِْن أَْحَسنتُْم أَْحَسنتُْم أِلَنفُِسُكْم ۖ َوإِْن أََسأْتُْم فََلَها ۚ فَِإذَا َجاَء َوْعُد اآْلِخرَِة 
َل َمرٍَّة َولِيُتَبِّرُوا َما  لِيَُسوُءوا ُوُجوَهُكْم َولِيَْدُخُلوا امْلَْسِجَد َكَما َدَخُلوهُ أَوَّ

َعَلوْا تَتِْبيرًا 
[And said], "If you do good, you do good for yourselves; and if 

you do evil, [you do it] to yourselves." Then when the final 
promise came, [We sent your enemies] to sadden your faces 
and to enter the temple in Jerusalem, as they entered it the 

first time, and to destroy what they had taken over with [total] 
destruction

َعَسىٰ َربُُّكْم أَن يَرَْحَمُكْم ۚ َوإِْن ُعدتُّْم ُعْدنَا ۘ َوَجَعْلنَا َجَهنََّم لِْلَكاِفِريَن 
َحِصيرًا 

[Then Allah said]?: It is expected, [if you repent], that your 
Lord will have mercy upon you. But if you return [to sin], We 
will return [to punishment]. And We have made Hell, for the 

disbelievers, a prison-bed.
ُر امْلُؤِْمِننَي الَِّذيَن يَْعَمُلوَن  ذَا اْلُقرْآَن يَْهِدي لِلَِّتي ِهيَ أَْقوَُم َويُبَشِّ إِنَّ هَٰ

الَِحاِت أَنَّ َلُهْم أَْجرًا َكِبيرًا  الصَّ
Indeed, this Qur'an guides to that which is most suitable and 
gives good tidings to the believers who do righteous deeds 

that they will have a great reward
َوأَنَّ الَِّذيَن اَل يُؤِْمنُوَن ِباآْلِخرَِة أَْعتَْدنَا َلُهْم َعذَابًا أَلِيًما 

And that those who do not believe in the Hereafter - We have 
prepared for them a painful punishment

سورة اإلسراء  
17:1-10



make tasbeeh. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم travelled on an animal called the Buraq. All the 
messengers and prophets were gathered at the Masjid Al-Aqsa, waiting for the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 .and he led them in prayer at this blessed place. He is the leader of all the messengers and prophets ,و سلم

This glad tiding came in عام الحزن, the Year of Grief, when the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم lost his 
uncle Abu Talib and his wife Khadijah رضي اهلل عنها, both his pillars of support. The believers also faced a 
boycott by the Quraysh, so that they were left destitute. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم went to Taif, 
to seek refuge for the believers, but he was treated very badly there. This year was one of the most difficult 
times faced by the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم and the early Muslims. So Allah took His Messenger 
 on this miraculous journey to the heavens, to comfort him, and show his how much he was صلى اهلل عليه و سلم
honoured by the messengers and the dwellers of the heavens. The disbelievers don’t matter, they have no 
value and substance. If the people on Earth were forsaking Him, His Rabb was accommodating him. The ones 
who have value, the messengers and the angels, were honouring him. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم was also taken to the Mi’raj, the seventh heaven. Each heaven 
opened up for him, accompanied by Jibreel, until they reached السدرة املنتهى, the Lot Tree, which marks a 
boundary behind which even Jibreel was not allowed to venture. But our beloved Prophet صلى اهلل عليه و سلم 
went there, and spoke to Allah alone. 

All this cannot be fathomed by our limited minds, so we must make tasbeeh to push away all the doubts which 
may cross our minds. This is all the power and ability of Allah. You can’t understand how all this happened, so 
swim forward with tasbeeh. 

We are the ummah of the Qura’an, in which. Allah has opened so many mysteries for us. We are blessed with 
the Qura’an. The Bani Israeel had their book, the Tawrah, which was the best after the Qura’an. It had so 
much clarity, enlightenment and guidance, but the didn’t take it, they didn’t benefit by it, showed no 
achievement, so the honour of prophethood was taken away from them and given to Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و 
 The messengers of the Bani Israeel .عليه السالم the elder son of Ibrahim ,عليه السالم the offspring of Ismail ,سلم
were from the branch of the other son of Ibrahim عليه السالم, Ishaq عليه السالم. 

Humanity was restarted with the survivors of the Flood, the direct descendants of Nuh عليه السالم. This shows 
that the Bani Israeel are connected to Nuh عليه السالم. Allah praises Nuh عليه السالم, calling him a grateful slave of 
Allah, in spite of the difficulties he faced in 950 years of da’wah and rejection. This was no mean feat, specially 
while he remained thankful for the position Allah had placed him in. 

Allah is the All-Knower. Don’t think that choosing Bani Israeel was a mistake. Make tasbeeh and push these 
negative thoughts away. Allah is the One who decrees everything, and He is the All-Knower. 

The Bani Israeel spread mischief two times in history, affecting all the creation by their arrogance. So Allah  
assigned to them an enemy who took revenge, because of their sins, with ingratitude or disbelief. Allah is the 
Creator, in His hands is everyone. The Bani Israeel sinned, so Allah sent an enemy was very strong in great 
numbers, and were victorious. They killed them, and took their children and wealth. They allowed this enemy 
to harm them by their sins. Then in time, Allah made them overcome the enemy. Allah increased their provision 
and numbers. Submit by asking forgiveness, and being humble and grateful. Then you will overcome the 
enemy. Increasing and decreasing numbers is in the hands of Allah. The second time they spread mischief, an 
a powerful enemy was again sent upon them, this one was also victorious. They overcame them, caused them 
grief, and entered the Masjid Al-Aqsa, destroying it. 

The Bani Israeel did not have any land, so they will give in the land of Al-Aqsa. But they sinned, so the land 
was taken away from them. If they had repented, things would have gone back to normal. If they go back to 
corruption, Allah will bring an enemy back on them. Allah gave them chances upon chances, gave them land,  
and each time they transgressed. 

Allah gave them a chance to be established. So be grateful and ask for forgiveness and to do good deeds. The 
enemy will come if you regress again. Allah warns the believers not to emulate the Bani Israeel, or they will 
face the same consequences.

What is the solution? The Qura’an. We should feel so much gratitude for this blessing. The Qura’an guides to 



the best of the aqeedah, deeds and character. Nothing else can guide like the Qura’an. When you hold on to 
the words of Allah, He will send favours upon you and make you established. Then you will have a value. The 
Qura’an gives glad tidings to the believers who do righteous good deeds. It makes them believe more and 
gives more guidance.

The disbelievers who don’t believe in the Day of udgement, will face a severe punishment in life. This is a 
warning for the disbelievers.


