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Surah An-Nur speaks of the rules in society. 
The society would be in darkness without 
these rules. The main laws are the penalties. 
So the beginning of the surah is very strong. 
The penalties keep societies in check, 
specially regarding chastity. 

Ayaat 11-22 are about حادثة اإلفك, the slander 
of A’ishah رضي اهلل عنها, the Mother of the 
believers.  

The light of the societies is with the rules. 
Then you will benefit from the Qura’an, and be 
able to fulfill the rights of people. Without this 
society will remain in darkness. Beautify the 
society with rules and laws, specially about 
chastity and honour. 

People accused A’ishah رضي اهلل عنها of 
immorality. Then after a few weeks, Allah sent 
the evidence for her absolution. Allah sent 
ayaat to clear her reputation. 

Those who slandered A’ishah رضي اهلل عنها  told 
a great lie. They were a group of believers, 
some were true believers, and some were  
hypocrites. They were the leaders for this 
slander. 

Because of this incident, the rules came, and 
the clarity, so the outcome was good. When 
Allah wants something, He makes the means 
for it.

Those who indulged in talking of this matter 
were warned of a great punishment. Every 
situation has a purpose. In society we see 
these kind of situations, so Allah gave us 
instructions; rather than gossiping, when you 
hear this kind of statements , the first thing we 
should do is think good about each other and 
defend, rather than insulting each other. 

فِْك ُعْصبٌَة مِّنُكْم ۚ اَل تَْحَسبُوهُ َشرًّا لَُّكم ۖ بَْل ُهوَ َخيٌْر لَُّكْم ۚ لُِكلِّ  إِنَّ الَِّذيَن َجاُءوا ِباإْلِ
ثْمِ ۚ َوالَِّذي تَوَلَّىٰ ِكبْرَهُ ِمنُْهْم َلُه َعذَاٌب َعِظيٌم  اْمِرٍئ مِّنُْهم مَّا اْكتََسَب ِمَن اإْلِ

Indeed, those who came with falsehood are a group among you. Do 
not think it bad for you; rather it is good for you. For every person 

among them is what [punishment] he has earned from the sin, and he 
who took upon himself the greater portion thereof - for him is a great 

punishment
ذَا إِفٌْك مُِّبنٌي  لَّواَْل إِذْ َسِمْعتُُموهُ ظَنَّ امْلُؤِْمنُوَن َوامْلُؤِْمنَاُت ِبأَنفُِسِهْم َخيْرًا َوَقاُلوا هَٰ

Why, when you heard it, did not the believing men and believing 
women think good of one another and say, "This is an obvious 

falsehood"?
َهَداِء فَأُولَِٰئَك ِعنَد اهللَِّ ُهُم  لَّواَْل َجاُءوا َعَليِْه ِبأَْربََعِة ُشَهَداَء ۚ فَِإذْ َلْم يَأْتُوا ِبالشُّ

اْلَكاِذبُوَن 
Why did they [who slandered] not produce for it four witnesses? And 

when they do not produce the witnesses, then it is they, in the sight of 
Allah , who are the liars

ُكْم ِفي َما أَفَْضتُْم ِفيِه َعذَاٌب  َوَلواَْل فَْضُل اهللَِّ َعَليُْكْم َورَْحَمتُُه ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآْلِخرَِة مَلَسَّ
َعِظيٌم 

And if it had not been for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy in 
this world and the Hereafter, you would have been touched for that [lie] 

in which you were involved by a great punishment
إِذْ تََلقَّوْنَُه ِبأَْلِسنَِتُكْم َوتَُقوُلوَن ِبأَفْوَاِهُكم مَّا َليَْس َلُكم ِبِه ِعْلٌم َوتَْحَسبُونَُه َهيِّنًا َوُهوَ 

ِعنَد اهللَِّ َعِظيٌم 
When you received it with your tongues and said with your mouths that 
of which you had no knowledge and thought it was insignificant while it 

was, in the sight of Allah , tremendous
ذَا بُْهتَاٌن َعِظيٌم  ذَا ُسبَْحانََك هَٰ َوَلواَْل إِذْ َسِمْعتُُموهُ ُقْلتُم مَّا يَُكوُن َلنَا أَن نَّتََكلََّم ِبهَٰ
And why, when you heard it, did you not say, "It is not for us to speak 

of this. Exalted are You, [O Allah ]; this is a great slander"?
يَِعظُُكُم اهللَُّ أَن تَُعوُدوا مِلِثْلِِه أَبًَدا إِن ُكنتُم مُّؤِْمِننَي 

Allah warns you against returning to the likes of this [conduct], ever, if 
you should be believers

ُ اهللَُّ َلُكُم اآْليَاِت ۚ َواهللَُّ َعلِيٌم َحِكيٌم  َويُبنَيِّ
And Allah makes clear to you the verses, and Allah is Knowing and 

Wise
إِنَّ الَِّذيَن يُِحبُّوَن أَن تَِشيعَ اْلفَاِحَشُة ِفي الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا َلُهْم َعذَاٌب أَلِيٌم ِفي الدُّنْيَا 

َواآْلِخرَِة ۚ َواهللَُّ يَْعَلُم َوأَنتُْم اَل تَْعَلُموَن 
Indeed, those who like that immorality should be spread [or publicized] 
among those who have believed will have a painful punishment in this 

world and the Hereafter. And Allah knows and you do not know
َوَلواَْل فَْضُل اهللَِّ َعَليُْكْم َورَْحَمتُُه َوأَنَّ اهللََّ رَُءوٌف رَِّحيٌم 

And if it had not been for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy... 
and because Allah is Kind and Merciful

يْطَاِن فَِإنَُّه  يْطَاِن ۚ َوَمن يَتَِّبعْ ُخطُوَاِت الشَّ يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اَل تَتَِّبُعوا ُخطُوَاِت الشَّ
يَأُْمُر ِباْلفَْحَشاِء َوامْلُنَكِر ۚ َوَلواَْل فَْضُل اهللَِّ َعَليُْكْم َورَْحَمتُُه َما زََكىٰ ِمنُكم مِّْن أََحٍد أَبًَدا 

َولَِٰكنَّ اهللََّ يُزَكِّي َمن يََشاُء ۗ َواهللَُّ َسِميعٌ َعلِيٌم 
O you who have believed, do not follow the footsteps of Satan. And 

whoever follows the footsteps of Satan - indeed, he enjoins immorality 
and wrongdoing. And if not for the favor of Allah upon you and His 

mercy, not one of you would have been pure, ever, but Allah purifies 
whom He wills, and Allah is Hearing and Knowing

َعِة أَن يُؤْتُوا أُولِي اْلُقْربَىٰ َوامْلََساِكنَي َوامْلَُهاِجِريَن  واََل يَأْتَِل أُوُلو اْلفَْضِل ِمنُكْم َوالسَّ
ِفي َسِبيِل اهللَِّ ۖ َوْليَْعفُوا َوْليَْصفَُحوا ۗ أاََل تُِحبُّوَن أَن يَْغِفَر اهللَُّ َلُكْم ۗ َواهللَُّ َغفُوٌر رَِّحيٌم 

And let not those of virtue among you and wealth swear not to give 
[aid] to their relatives and the needy and the emigrants for the cause of 
Allah , and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah 

should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful
سورة النور  
25:11-22



This was a very clear lie, with no proof of witnesses. Rather than broadcasting this kind of news, snuff it by 
thinking good. You can’t slander a chaste woman unless you have four witnesses, who should be trustworthy 
and fair. If this condition isn’t met, then they are liars in the judgement of Allah. 

Whoever slanders a chaste woman deserves a painful punishment. But Allah ordained tawbah for the sinners. 
The penalty of 80 lashes is a purification, and their testimony will never be accepted again. This punishment is 
so severe, to deter you. To speak in falsehood, and without knowledge, is forbidden. Also to speak without 
knowledge. Don’t think this is something simple and easy, it is a very grave sin. 

The tongue can be the cause of so much corruption. When people speak with falsehood, this is a darkness. 
There is an admonition here. Don’t sin by taking things lightly, specially when it involves speech. If you don’t 
take this seriously, you will do it again and again. It is so easy to sin with the tongue.

Instead of talking about it, when you hear something like this, say it is not for us to speak of this matter. We 
need to highlight this. This matter will be sorted by those whose job it is, the authority. The faith of a believer 
must stop him. They should make tasbeeh and say that it doesn’t suit us to talk of this matter. We don’t know 
what the true story is, so we shouldn’t speak of it. Use tasbeeh when you don’t know anything about the 
situation. Tasbeeh is the worship of the believers when they can’t put the puzzle together.

If you are a believer, Allah admonishes you never to do this. Allah doesn’t care about the hypocrites, because 
they don’t want to change. But Allah addresses the believers, because He wants them to reform themselves. 
So He gives them a firm admonition. 

Don’t take strong advice in a bad way, it shows that Allah loves you. Allah treats the believer in a different way 
than the hypocrites. Allah wants to bring the light from a believer, for which he has to be purified. There is no 
use talking to the hypocrite. But a believer will take it well and repent, and this is beneficial. Take the 
admonition with acceptance and gratitude, and surrender to it, even if it is very strongly worded. Appreciate 
that Allah reminded you.

The one who loves to circulate immorality with untrue rumours, faces a painful punishment, because they bring 
pain to people by these rumours. So even in dunya they will be tortured. This warning of painful torture is for 
someone who loves to do it in the heart. Imagine if someone actually does it and talks of it.

All of this is a mercy, and protection of the chastity and the blood and the money of the believers. You must 
love the goodness for people, not evil. Don’t follow in the footsteps of the shaitan, he makes it easy for you to 
indulge in falsehood. If you do, he will command you to indecency and immoral sins. He will make you fall into 
this trap. The one who follows the shaitan will not be purified. The nafs can easily fall into the trap of the 
shaitan, because we are weak, and we can easily slip. If there wasn’t the mercy of Allah, there would have 
been no respite, and we would fall into the trap of the shaitan. 

Allah knows everything. He hears everything and He is the All-Knower of their motives and intentions. The light 
of Allah will only come when there is purity of heart. 


