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Surah Saad ( ص سورة ) – Ayat 75 to 76 

Ayah 75 –  َدَ  أَن َمنََعكَ  َما إِْبلِيس   يَا قَال اْلَعالِينَ  ِمنَ  ك نتَ  أَمْ  أَْستَْكبَْرتَ   ۖبِيََدي   َخلَْقت   لَِما تَْسج   

(Allah) said: "O Iblis (Satan)! What prevents you from prostrating yourself to one whom I have 

created with Both My Hands. Are you too proud (to fall prostrate to Adam) or are you one of the 

high exalted?" 

▪ Iblis didn’t return back to Allah (هلالج لج), rather he was arrogant. If a person does a mistake then submission is by 

repenting, but Iblis was arrogant and saw himself greater than the command to prostrate and greater than 

Adam (as). 

▪ Allah (هلالج لج) already knew Iblis is from the disbelievers but it wasn’t apparent until his arrogance was shown. Iblis 

didn’t see Allah’s favor upon Adam (as) to have knowledge, he only looked at the creation of Adam (as). What 

we look like or whom we’re born to is not what matters, but faith and deeds are what’s important. To be favored 

with the deen and knowledge are great blessings from Allah (هلالج لج). The angels lower their wings to the seeker of 

knowledge because they appreciate this. Despite them always obeying Allah (هلالج لج) and the human makes 

mistakes, yet still to be favored with knowledge is great. May Allah (هلالج لج) increase us in knowledge and keep us 

firm. Ameen.  

▪ ( دَ  أَن َمنََعكَ  َما إِْبلِيس   يَا قَالَ  بِيََدي   َخلَْقت   لَِما تَْسج  ): Iblis didn’t follow Allah’s commands and he’s underestimating 

Allah (هلالج لج) by not prostrating to a creation which Allah (هلالج لج) created by His Hands, subhan Allah. Allah (هلالج لج) created 

everything though Adam (as) is created by His Hands, and this is an honor. Allah (هلالج لج) honored Adam (as) over 

all the creation thus Iblis shouldn’t show arrogance. What’s stopping Iblis from prostrating to Adam (as)? 

  arrogance or :(أَْستَْكبَْرتَ ) ▪

▪ ( اْلَعالِينَ  ِمنَ  ك نتَ  أَمْ  ): he sees himself as high and exalted, and both are being arrogant except one is in the verb 

form and the other in the noun form.  

▪ Allah (هلالج لج) confronted him and still he didn’t return back, subhan Allah. What did he do instead? He argued. The 

ones who submit will not argue or defend themselves.  

▪ This is Iblis’s nature but it didn’t show until Adam (as) came. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us from arrogance. Ameen. 

Arrogance is either seeing oneself better than another or seeing oneself better than the rest. Arrogance is 

rejecting the truth or putting down people, and this deprives one from arrogance. Hadith: ( ِ، َعبْدِ  َعنْ   الن بِي   َعنِ  َّللا 

ل   لَ  "  قَالَ  وسلم عليه َّللا صلى ة   ِمْثقَال   قَْلبِهِ  فِي َكانَ  َمنْ  اْلَجن ةَ  يَْدخ  . " ِكْبر   ِمنْ  َذر  ) (It is narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah that 

the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) observed: He who has in his heart the weight of a mustard seed of arrogance shall 

not enter Paradise.) - Sahih Muslim 91 

▪ Iblis is using his reasoning and intelligence to argue with Allah (هلالج لج), astaghfar Allah.  

Ayah 76 –  َْنه   َخْير   أَنَا قَال ِطين   ِمن َوَخلَْقتَه   ن ار   ِمن َخلَْقتَنِي  ۖم   

[Iblis (Satan)] said: "I am better than he, You created me from fire, and You created him from clay." 

▪ Iblis said ‘I am better than him’ ( ْنه   َخْير   أَنَا قَالَ  م  ) and this shows his pride. When will a person’s pride be shown? 

When someone comes to break his pride, and when there’s pride then there will be separation.  

▪ He’s objecting to Allah’s command and there’s no goodness in arguing, even if arguing on the truth because it’s 

better to leave it. The more a person argues the more he digs himself in a deeper hole.  
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▪ Iblis set his own measure, he said ‘You created me from fire and You created him from clay’ (  ن ار   ِمن َخلَْقتَنِي

ِطين   ِمن َوَخلَْقتَه   ). And notice his arrogance by saying ‘I’m better than him’ first before saying he’s made of fire, 

subhan Allah. His measure is wrong because it’s based on desire, arrogance and defending himself.  

▪ From mud, clay and sand comes out trees and plants, and sand puts off fire, so sand is actually better than fire, 

despite the fire looking ‘flaming’. Someone might seem ‘fire-like’ by being loud and making so much 

commotion, and someone else might be ‘sand-like’ by being quiet and soft, though ‘sand’ will put out the ‘fire’. 

In the fire is evil, arrogance and foolishness, but from sand there’s humbleness and it can stand on its own. Fire 

can’t stand on its own because it needs wood or to be ignited thus sand is better.  

▪ Sheikh As Sa’ady said if a teacher teaches a student and they reject it because they have their own measure, 

thus a person would not consider their measure.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us from arrogance. Ameen.  

 


