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The Essentials for Every Muslim 
Four Weeks Foundation Course – Day 2  
Date: 03 July 2018 / 19 Shawwal 1439 

 

 

Week 1: Faith (اإليمان) 

1. Pillars of Islam ( االسالم أركان ) 

2. Pillars of Faith ( اإليمان أركان ) 

Virtues of Faith (فضل اإليمان) 

• Faith before the Quran: It’s important to have faith before going to the Quran. Hadith: (   َعن

ُدب   ن   ُجن  د   ب  نُ  ـ وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ـ الَنب ي   َمعَ  ُكَنا َقالَ  ،ّللَا   َعب  َيان   َوَنح  َرة   ف ت  َنا َحَزاو  لَ  اإل يَمانَ  َفَتَعَلم  آنَ  َنَتَعَلمَ  أَن   َقب  َنا ُثمَ  ال قُر  آنَ  َتَعلَم   ال قُر 

َنا َدد   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were with the Prophet   إ يَماًنا ب ه   َفاز 

and we were strong youths, so we learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we 

learned Qur'an and our faith increased there") - Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64 There 

are those who are reading the Quran but they see it differently because the belief is wrong 

thus there is deviation in the interpretation of the Quran. When there’s faith and then a 

person goes to the Quran, then his faith will increase.   

• Good Life: When a person has faith, even if it’s minimum faith, he will lead a good life. 

Unlike the one who doesn’t have faith who will go through a difficult life. Someone with 

faith might look like he’s struggling from the outside but he’s leading a good life, and 

someone without faith might be leading a luxurious life but he’s miserable inside. Surah An 

Nahl 97: ( لَ  َمن   ن اَصال حً  َعم  ن   َوُهوَ  أُنَثى   أَو   َذَكر   م  م  ي َيَنهُ  ُمؤ  َبةً  َحَياةً  َفَلُنح  َيَنُهم    َۖطي  ز  َرُهم َوَلَنج  َسن   أَج  َملُونَ  َكاُنوا َما ب أَح  َيع  ) (Whoever 

works righteousness - whether male or female - while he (or she) is a true believer (of 

Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will give a good life (in this world with respect, 

contentment and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion 

to the best of what they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).) 

• Faith connects a person to the unseen so he sees things differently.  

• Faith is a favor from Allah (هلالج لج). Surah Al Hujurat 7: (  ُكمُ  اإل  يَمانَ  َوَزَيَنهُ  ف ي قُلُوب ُكم نَ  ّللاََ  حَ َببَ  إ َلي  ك  ـ   But Allah) (َوَل

has endeared the Faith to you and has beautified it in your hearts). Surah Al Hujurat 17: 

( كَ  َيُمنُّونَ  لَُموا أَن   َعَلي  ََلَمُكم َعلَيَ  َتُمنُّوا َّل  قُل  ۖأَس  ُكم   َيُمنُّ  ّللَاُ  َبل    ۖإ س  ق ينَ  ُكنُتم   إ ن ل ْل  يَمان   َهَداُكم   أَن   َعَلي  َصاد  ) (They regard as 

favour to you (O Muhammad وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ) that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Count 

not your Islam as a favour to me. Nay, but Allah has conferred a favour upon you that He 

has guided you to the Faith if you indeed are true.). There are many Muslims but few are 

believers, subhan Allah. Some people might be impressed with their Islam and outer 

worships but the real favor is faith in the heart.  

Examples of Faith (مثل اّليمان) 

Surah Ibrahim 24-25: 
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فَ  َترَ  أََلم   َبةً  َكل َمةً  َمَثًَل  ّللَاُ  َضَربَ  َكي  َبة   َكَشَجَرة   َطي  لَُها َطي  ُعَها َثاب ت   أَص  الَسَماء   ف ي َوَفر   

See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is 

firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).  

ت ي ن   ح ين   ُكلَ  أُُكلََها ُتؤ  َها ب إ ذ  بُ   َۗرب  ر  َثالَ  ّللَاُ  َوَيض  َم  َيَتَذَكُرونَ  لََعلَُهم   ل لَناس   اْل   

Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for mankind 

in order that they may remember. 

• It’s important that we know this ayah. This is called ‘the tree of faith’ because it has roots, 

branches and fruits. The faith represents the roots and the more faith one has, the more 

his deeds and manners will be accepted, subhan Allah. Someone might be doing good 

deeds or have good manners but it’s not based on faith so there’s no value to it.  

Principles (or Pillars) of Faith (اصول اّليمان) 

1. Belief in Allah (تؤمن باهلل) 

2. Belief in His Angels (مالئكته) 

3. Belief in His Books (كتبه) 

4. Belief in His Messengers (رسله) 

5. Belief in the Last Day ( األخر اليوم ) 

6. Belief in the Decree – good and evil ( شره خيره القدر ) 

• Every pillar of faith needs to be there, if any pillar is missing then it’s considered disbelief. 

For example, a person might believe in all the messengers but one, then this is considered 

disbelief. Basic belief requires all six pillars and the more details one knows of each pillar, 

the more one’s faith increases. The Quran tells us more details of each pillar of faith.  

• All the pillars of faith are connected to one another; they cannot be separated. For 

example, if one believes in Allah (هلالج لج) then he will believe in all that Allah (هلالج لج) has said from 

the Last Day, Angels, Books, Messengers and Decree.  

Ayat of Faith (آيات اإليمان) 

• The entire Quran is about faith but there are specific ayat which tell us about the pillars of 

faith.  

Surah Al Baqarah 1-5: 

 الم

Alif-Lam-Mim. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur'an and none but Allah (Alone) 

knows their meanings.]   

َتابُ  ل كَ ذَ  بَ  َّل  ال ك  ل ل ُمَتق ينَ  ُهًدى  ۛف يه    َۛري   

This is the Book (the Qur'an), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those who are Al-

Muttaqun [the pious believers of Islamic Monotheism who fear Allah much (abstain from all 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love Allah much (perform all kinds 

of good deeds which He has ordained)].   

ي ُنونَ  نَ اَلذ  م  ب   ُيؤ  َما الَصََلةَ  َوُيق يُمونَ  ب ال َغي  َناُهم   َوم  ُينف قُونَ  َرَزق   

Who believe in the Ghaib and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), and spend out of what We 

have provided for them  

ينَ  ُنونَ  َواَلذ  م  لَ  ب َما ُيؤ  كَ  أُنز  لَ  َوَما إ لَي  ن أُنز  ل كَ  م  خ َرة   َقب  ُيوق ُنون ُهم   َوب اْل   

And who believe in (the Qur'an and the Sunnah ) which has been sent down (revealed) to 

you (O Muhammad وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ) and in that which was sent down before you [the Taurat 

(Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel), etc.] and they believe with certainty in the Hereafter. 

(Resurrection, recompense of their good and bad deeds, Paradise and Hell).   

ئ كَ  ـ  ن ُهًدى َعلَى   أُوَل م   م  ه  ئ كَ   َۖرب  ـ  ل ُحونَ  ُهمُ  َوأُوَل ال ُمف   

They are on (true) guidance from their Lord, and they are the successful. 

• What is the statement that refers to believing in all six pillars? ( بالغيب يؤمنون ) they believe in 

the unseen.  

Surah Al Baqarah 136-138:  

لَ  َوَما ب اّلَل   آَمَنا قُولُوا َنا أُنز  لَ  َوَما إ َلي  يمَ  إ َلى   أُنز  َراه  يلَ  إ ب  َماع  َحاقَ  َوإ س  قُوبَ  َوإ س  َباط   َوَيع  َس  يَسى   ُموَسى   أُوت يَ  َوَما َواْل  ن الَنب يُّونَ  أُوت يَ  َوَما َوع   م 

م   ه  قُ  َّل  َرب  نَ  ُنَفر  ُهم   أََحد   َبي  ن  نُ  م  ل ُمونَ  لَهُ  َوَنح  ُمس   

Say (O Muslims), "We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us and that 

which has been sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya'qub 

(Jacob), and to Al-Asbat [the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya'qub (Jacob)], and that which 

has been given to Musa (Moses) and 'Îsa (Jesus), and that which has been given to the 

Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him we have 

submitted (in Islam)."   

ل   آَمُنوا َفإ ن   ث  َتدَ  َفَقد   ب ه   آَمنُتم َما ب م  ا َوإ ن  ۖوااه  َقاق   ف ي ُهم   َفإ َنَما َتَوَلو  ف يَكُهمُ   ۖش  يعُ  َوُهوَ   ّۚللَاُ  َفَسَيك  ال َعل يمُ  الَسم   

So if they believe in the like of that which you believe, then they are rightly guided; but if 

they turn away, then they are only in opposition. So Allah will suffice you against them. And 

He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.   

َغةَ  ب  َسنُ  َمن  وَ   ّۖللَا   ص  نَ  أَح  َغةً  ّللَا   م  ب  نُ   ۖص  َعاب ُدونَ  لَهُ  َوَنح   

[Our Sibghah (religion) is] the Sibghah (Religion) of Allah (Islam) and which Sibghah (religion) 

can be better than Allah's? And we are His worshippers. [Tafsir Ibn Kathir ] 

• A person is absorbed with the ‘color of Allah’ meaning with faith. Faith is to have feelings 

and it causes someone to submit.  

Surah Al Baqarah 285-286:  

لَ  ب َما ولُ الَرسُ  آَمنَ  ه   أُنز  ن إ َلي  ه   م  ُنونَ  َرب  م  قُ  َّل  َوُرُسل ه   َوُكُتب ه   َوَمََلئ َكت ه   ب اّلَل   آَمنَ  ُكل    َۚوال ُمؤ  نَ  ُنَفر  ن أََحد   َبي  ُسل ه   م  َنا َوَقالُوا  ۚرُّ ع  َنا َسم  َراَنكَ   َۖوأََطع   ُغف 

كَ  َرَبَنا يرُ  َوإ َلي  ال َمص   

The Messenger (Muhammad وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ) believes in what has been sent down to him from 

his Lord, and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His 
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Messengers. (They say), "We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers" - 

and they say, "We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the 

return (of all)."   

َعَها إ َّل  َنف ًسا ّللَاُ  ُيَكل فُ  َّل  َها َكَسَبت   َما َلَها  ُۚوس  َتَسَبت   َما َوَعَلي  َنا َّل  َرَبَنا  ۗاك  يَنا إ ن ُتَؤاخ ذ  َطأ َنا أَو   َنس  ل   َوَّل  َرَبَنا  ۚأَخ  م  َنا َتح  ًرا َعَلي   َعَلى َحَمل َتهُ  َكَما إ ص 

ينَ  ن اَلذ  ل َنا م  ل َنا َوَّل  َرَبَنا  َۚقب  فُ   ۖب ه   َلَنا َطاَقةَ  َّل  َما ُتَحم  ف ر   َعَنا َواع  َنا لََنا َواغ  َحم  َّلَنا أَنتَ   َۚوار  َنا َمو  م   ىَعلَ  َفانُصر  ينَ  ال َقو  ال َكاف ر   

Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has 

earned, and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned. "Our Lord! Punish us not if we 

forget or fall into error, our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You did lay on those 

before us (Jews and Christians); our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength 

to bear. Pardon us and grant us Forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are our Maula (Patron, 

Supporter and Protector, etc.) and give us victory over the disbelieving people. " 

• When a person believes, he will say ‘we listen and we obey’, not ‘we listen and we 

disobey’. A person shouldn’t think when he’s disobedient then he will have ease. Hardship 

is when a person disobeys Allah (هلالج لج) and ease is when there’s obedience. Where will we 

get obedience? By having faith. No faith or lack of faith makes someone rebellious.  

• Anyone who recites the last two ayat of Surah Al Baqarah then it will be sufficient for him 

because it’s a renewal of the faith.  

Pillars of Faith (أركان اّليمان) 

1. Belief in Allah (تؤمن باّلل) 

• The most fundamental of all principles of faith ( األصول أصل ) is Belief in Allah. Recall for the 

Pillars of Islam the main pillar is the two testimonies.  

• It’s not possible to see Allah (هلالج لج) in this life so how should our relationship be with Him? To 

believe in Him and worship Him. Can we just think about Allah (هلالج لج) and reach to believing 

Him? No because we cannot encompass Him, so what’s needed? Divine revelation.  

• We cannot use our mind to reach the unseen.  

• There are three pillars in Belief in Allah: 

o To believe in the Oneness of His Lordship (االيمان بوحدانية هللا في ربوبيته): this means He is 

the Only Lord, Creator, Causer of Life and Death, Giver and Withholder, the One 

Who Honors and Humiliates. We need to believe in all the actions of Allah (هلالج لج). There 

are matters which no one can doubt it’s the action of Allah (هلالج لج) such as giving life 

and causing death, though when we’re given or not given something it’s through 

means, and clash can happen here. Though a person needs to know it’s all the 

actions of Allah (هلالج لج). If a person looks at the people’s actions then it can make him 

sad, but if he looks at Allah’s action then he will know it’s nurturing for his faith. 

Surah Al Imran 26: ( ت ي ال ُمل ك   َمال كَ  اللَُهمَ  قُل   عُ  َتَشاءُ  َمن ال ُمل كَ  ُتؤ  َمن ال ُمل كَ  َوَتنز  زُّ  َتَشاءُ  م  لُّ  َتَشاءُ  َمن َوُتع   َمن َوُتذ 

كَ   َۖتَشاءُ  رُ  ب َيد  ء   ُكل   َعلَى   إ َنكَ   ۖال َخي  ير   َشي  َقد  ) (Say (O Muhammad وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ): "O Allah! Possessor 

of the kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the 

kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honour whom You will, and You 

humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all 

things.) 
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o To believe in the Names and Attributes of Allah (االيمان باالسماء والصفات): Allah (هلالج لج) has 

names and He has attributes such as a Face, Hands, Shin, He is pleased, He 

punishes. Though we cannot imagine it and we can’t make it resemble anything. 

o To believe in the Oneness of His Divinity (االيمان بالوهيته): a person cannot believe in 

Allah (هلالج لج) until he worships Him alone. All our actions need to be devoted to Him 

alone. The prophets and messengers all called the people to worship Allah (هلالج لج) 

alone. Belief in Allah (هلالج لج) is not only in the heart and without actions. When a person 

believes Allah (هلالج لج) is perfect then there must be devotion to Him.  

Surah Al An’am 162: ( َيايَ  َوُنُسك ي َصََلت ي إ نَ  قُل   َ   َوَمَمات ي َوَمح  ينَ  َرب   ّلل  َعالَم  ال  ) (Say (O Muhammad عليه ّللا صلى 

 Verily, my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord" :(وسلم

of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).)  

Hadith: ( َفظ   َكل َمات   أَُعل ُمكَ  إ ن ي ُغَلَمُ  َيا كَ  ّللاََ  اح  َفظ  َفظ   َيح  هُ  ّللاََ  اح  أَل   َسأَل تَ  إ َذا ُتَجاَهكَ  َتج د  تَ  َوإ َذا ّللاََ  َفاس  َتَعن  ن   اس  َتع  لَم   ب اّلَل   َفاس   اْلَُمةَ  أَنَ  َواع 

َتَمَعت   َلو   َفُعوكَ  أَن   َعَلى اج  ء   َين  َفُعوكَ  َلم   ب َشي  ء   إ ّلَ  َين  َتَمُعوا َوَلو   لَكَ  ّللَاُ  َكَتَبهُ  َقد   ب َشي  وكَ  أَن   َعلَى اج  ء   َيُضرُّ وكَ  لَم   ب َشي  ء   إ ّلَ  َيُضرُّ  ّللَاُ  َكَتَبهُ  َقد   ب َشي 

كَ  ُحفُ  َوَجَفت   اْلَق َلَمُ  ُرف َعت   َعَلي  الصُّ ) ("I was behind the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) one day when he said: 'O boy! I will 

teach you a statement: Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of Allah and 

you will find Him before you. When you ask, ask Allah, and when you seek aid, seek Allah's 

aid. Know that if the entire creation were to gather together to do something to benefit you- 

you would never get any benefit except that Allah had written for you. And if they were to 

gather to do something to harm you- you would never be harmed except that Allah had 

written for you. The pens are lifted and the pages are dried.'") – At Tirmidhi Book 37, Hadith 

2706 – if you want to ask then ask Allah (هلالج لج) and if you want to rely, then rely on Allah (هلالج لج) 

because no one harm or benefit you.  

2. Belief in His Angels (مَلئكته) 

• We cannot see the angels though the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saw Jibreel (عليه السالم) twice in his real 

form and all other times in a ‘human form’. Jibreel (عليه السالم) has 600 wings and wherever 

the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would turn he would see the him.  

• Why don’t we see the angels? Because we need to believe in them. The angels are the 

most peaceful creation; they are glorifying and praising Allah (هلالج لج) all the time. They have 

reasoning, they love and hate, but they love what Allah (هلالج لج) loves and hate what Allah 

 .(هلالج لج) hates. They are obedient and have different tasks but all for Allah (هلالج لج)

• The angels are not arrogant towards Allah’s commands and they don’t want to miss a 

command. They are among the soldiers of Allah (هلالج لج). 

• They are great in number that no one can count them except Allah (هلالج لج).  

• There are two angels who ask questions of the grave, there are eight angels carrying the 

Throne of Allah (هلالج لج), Israfeel will blow the trumpet, two angels recording our good and bad 

deeds, 70000 angels who will pull each bridle of the hellfire. 

• Angels are made of light, jinn are made of fire and humans are made of sand. Angels 

have wings and the number of wings depends on the task. There are those with two, three, 

four and more wings, and the greatest is Jibreel (عليه السالم) with 600 wings because his task 
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is the greatest which is to carry the revelation from the heavens to the earth, to the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  

• There are angels who are only for the study circles. When they see people gathering to 

remember Allah (هلالج لج) then they call one another, encircle the people and climb on one 

another until they reach the heavens. The angels lower their wings as respect to the 

student and teacher of knowledge.  

3. Belief in His Books (كتبه) 

• Allah (هلالج لج) sent books to the messengers, some of which we know and some we don’t. We 

know the Tawrat, Zaboor, Injeel, Scrolls of Ibrahim, and the Quran. Why does belief in the 

books come before belief in the messengers? Because the books are revelation from Allah 

  .while messengers are humans, subhan Allah (هلالج لج)

• We have to believe the common principle of all the books is tawheed Allah (هلالج لج). And 

among all the books, the one which supersedes, abrogates the other books and will never 

change is the Quran. There is no book that will come after the Quran.   

4. Belief in His Messengers (رسله): to be continued in sha’a Allah.  

5. Belief in the Last Day ( األخر اليوم ) 

6. Belief in the Decree – good and evil ( شره خيره القدر ) 

 

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us to fulfill all five pillars. Ameen.  

 


