
  The Inevitable
The third group of people on 
the Day of Judgement which 
are mentioned in the surah 
are the Companions of the 
Left. They will be given their 
book of records from the left 
side, because of their sins. 

Whether they are 
disbelievers, polytheists, 
hypocrites, or sinners, they 
are the people of the left. 
Their evil actions in life 

make them deserve this end. Their recompense is justice for them. 

They will be surrounded with fire, hot winds blowing from the fire. This 
wind will take their breath, penetrate their skin. Boiling water will cut 
their stomach apart. The shade in the hellfire will also be black smoke 
from the fire. 

These details will increase your belief in the hellfire, making you 
realize its real, not an abstract concept. There is no coolness or 
honour in the hellfire, no positivity in its shade. It is hot smoke, not 
pleasant at all, but disturbing and painful. It is punishment. 

In life, these people 
of the hellfire were 
indulgent. Allah 
brought us to 
existence to worship 
Him, and to strive for 
Jannah. But dunya 
distracted them, and 
they indulged in it. 

They have طول األمل, 
false and prolonged 
hopes, they think 
they will live forever, 

and their worldly luxuries and enjoyments will remain forever. They 
don’t think of 
death, of the Day 
of Judgement. 
This is a sin. They 
work only for 
dunya, don’t think 
of the akhirah. 

Allah lets them 
indulge in dunya; 
they will find out 
the error of their 
ways soon 
enough.

The heart of an old man remains young in two respects, i.e., his love for 
the world (its wealth, amusements and luxuries) and his incessant hope.
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َماِل  َماِل َما أَْصَحاُب الشِّ َوأَْصَحاُب الشِّ
And the companions of the left - what 

are the companions of the left?
ِفي َسُمومٍ َوَحِميمٍ 

[They will be] in scorching fire and 
scalding water
َوِظلٍّ مِّن يَْحُمومٍ 

And a shade of black smoke
الَّ بَارٍِد واََل َكِريمٍ 

Neither cool nor beneficial
إِنَُّهْم َكانُوا َقبَْل ذَٰلَِك ُمتْرَِفنَي 

Indeed they were, before that, 
indulging in affluence

وََكانُوا يُِصرُّوَن َعَلى اْلِحنِث اْلَعِظيمِ 
And they used to persist in the great 

violation
وََكانُوا يَُقوُلوَن أَِئذَا ِمتْنَا وَُكنَّا تُرَابًا َوِعظَاًما 

أَإِنَّا مَلَبُْعوثُوَن 
And they used to say : When we die 
and become dust and bones, are we 

indeed to be resurrected?
أََوآبَاؤُنَا اأْلَوَُّلوَن 

And our forefathers [as well]?
ُقْل إِنَّ اأْلَوَّلنَِي َواآْلِخِريَن 

Say, [O Muhammad] : Indeed, the 
former and the later peoples

مَلَْجُموُعوَن إَِلىٰ ِميَقاِت يَوْمٍ مَّْعُلومٍ 
Are to be gathered together for the 

appointment of a known Day
الُّوَن امْلَُكذِّبُوَن  ثُمَّ إِنَُّكْم أَيَُّها الضَّ

Then indeed you, O those astray [who 
are] deniers

آَلِكُلوَن ِمن َشَجٍر مِّن زَقُّومٍ 
Will be eating from trees of zaqqum

فََمالِئُوَن ِمنَْها اْلبُطُوَن 
And filling with it your bellies

فََشاِربُوَن َعَليِْه ِمَن اْلَحِميمِ 
And drinking on top of it from scalding 

water
فََشاِربُوَن ُشرَْب اْلِهيمِ 

And will drink as the drinking of thirsty 
camels

ذَا نُزُُلُهْم يَوَْم الدِّيِن  هَٰ
That is their accommodation on the 

Day of Recompense
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ذَرُْهْم يَأُْكُلوا َويَتََمتَُّعوا َويُْلِهِهُم اأْلََمُل ۖ 
فََسوَْف يَْعَلُموَن 

Let them eat and enjoy themselves 
and be diverted by [false] hope, for 

they are going to know
سورة الحجر  
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The Harm of Prolonged Hope

1. Prolonged hope makes the person forget he will depart the dunya one day. Allah has prepared Jannah for 
the believers, and the hellfire for the sinners and the disbelievers. 

2. It will make the person heedless to obedience, and will not be patient with his desires. He will go after what 
he wants. He will not try to control his desires, and obey Allah. 

3. It will bring outer happiness with dunya, making the person want more and more of dunya. So it will be very 
difficult to get away. 

4. It will harden the heart, and dry the eyes, and increase the greed for dunya. 
5. It will push the person to do sins, making him far from good deeds. 
6. It will make the person transgress, and exceed his boundaries. 

There is so much evil in طول األمل. The person will think only of dunya, and persist on great sins. They will not 
only indulge in dunya, they will insist on major sins. They won’t repent or show remorse. They will increase in 
rebellion, and resist any reform. 

The believer fears the hellfire, and asks Allah for forgiveness, and Jannah. They hasten to repent. They are so 
involved in physical enjoyment, their punishment is also physical. They will deny the resurrection. They will 
have doubts about the ability of Allah. Their rebellion increases, leading to denial. They cannot fathom how 
they will be resurrected. Resurrection means accounting, so they conveniently deny it. They refuse to 
understand how their forefathers, who are dust and bones in their graves, can be recreated. 

Allah tells the Messenger صلى اهلل عليه وسلم to warn them that those who died centuries ago, and those that are 
yet to come, all will be gathered together on the appointed day. Everyone will be present, no one can escape 
the meeting on that great day, even if they block it out of their minds. All this information should be effective to 
bring about a change. If they don’t change, they will be held responsible. Allah will recompense everyone for 
their deeds. 

Allah addresses them by calling them the misguided ones. You must affirm whatever Allah tells us as the truth. 
But they deny and bely it all, so they are liars. Indulging in dunya will misguide the person, leading them away 
from their goal. The sins must be cut off with tawbah and instighfar, or they will increase the transgression.

They will be made to eat the zaqqum, a tree of the hellfire, evil smelling, vile tasting, ugly. They will be 
compelled to eat it, because they will be ravenously hungry, and there will be nothing else to eat. They will eat 
excessively, just as they indulged in dunya excessively. They will only have the scalding, boiling water to drink. 



They will be so thirsty, they will fill their stomachs with it, like thirsty camels, and it will burn their insides. They 
didn’t try to control their obsessions, so they will have to eat and drink the fire. After all their screams and cries, 
all that they will get will be this boiling water. 

Despite all this torture, they will not die. This is the hospitality they will face on the Day of Judgement. This is 
what they earned in dunya, by their evil actions. It is justice for them. 


