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Introduction 
 
These ten days of Dhul Hijjah are the best way for us to find success - and what level of                    
success. And we need to work hard to raise the bar for ourselves and to really push ourselves.                  
We ask Allah SWT to make us from the sabiqoon as sabiqoon, al muqarraboon. The one who’s                 
who forgive everyone and forget everything and focus on remembering Allah SWT.  
 
The Hajj measures our level of faith based on our behavior. The exact measure is not made                 
when we are alone and worshipping behind closed doors. In Hajj, you’re not alone, you’re               
worshipping alongside so many people, all aiming and striving for the same thing. We are not                
jealous, or impatient on this journey, but we are constantly remembering Allah SWT and              
improving our akhlaq. 
 
Surah al Hajj is unique becIause it is named after the pillar of Islam - no other pillar has a surah                     
dedicated to it. Hajj is the last pillar of Islam and it is required to be done just once in your                     
lifetime so it should be prepared for really well. 
 
Surah al Hajj was revealed over a period of time, so some ayaat were revealed in Makkah, and                  
some in Madina. Some were revealed during the day, some during night, others while he was                
traveling and others while he was residing. Some were revealed in times of peace, others during                
war. There was no pattern to it, but various situations. 
 
Another thing unique to this Surah is that it has two sujood in it, which no other surah in the                    
Quran has. 
 
Hajj indicates basically that you have a target and you’re working hard towards it. Without               
vision, mission and target, nothing is achieved. When your target is Allah SWT, it gives your a                 
focus in your life. Surah al Hajj is the best provision for a person who is seeking Allah SWT. 
 
This Surah gives you lessons for your whole life - the hajj is like a whole life story in itself. It                     
answers everything you’ve been through so far, your present - what needs to be done and it                 
even prepares you for the future.  
 
 



Ayaat 1-7: Discussion Points: 
 

- The first is about the future first, the Day of Judgement - what will happen during and                 
what you should do for yourself before you get to it. What is it that really makes you                  
excel, to do your best? It is having a target. Our minds and hearts are so vast, we can do                    
so much good. But the same mind and heart can be narrow and do no good, and this                  
narrowness is caused by the dunya. Realizing that we are more than what this dunya               
offers us can expand horizons, can really change us. 

 
Surah Zalzalah, which also talked about the start of the Day of Judgement but it starts                
straight by mentioning the the zalzalah. But Surah Hajj starts differently because it is              
about building individuals so that they can in turn build strong societies, communities             
and nations. It speaks to the people, as a collective, not just to the people who believe.                 
Allah SWT is your Reformer so you need to follow Him and His Pleasure, not what your                 
self tells you. The whole society should start with having taqwa. 

 
What are the scenes of the Day of Judgement? The first will the huge earthquake, which                
will be so great that we cannot imagine it. It is explained what will happen to make us                  
understand that magnitude of it - when it strikes, nursing mothers, who are generally              
focused on their babies, will forget about those same babies and pregnant women will              
miscarry. The general population will act as if they are drunk, even though they are not                
drunk, because Allah SWT’s punishment will be so severe! 
 
Hajj comes after Ramadan - Ramadan is about building taqwa as well and you really               
need it in Hajj. The best of provisions is Taqwa.  

 
- The second thing is discusses is people who are constantly arguing. Why this is              

mentioned in this Surah is because in Hajj as well, when people are not in their comfort                 
zones, then they easily fall into arguments. There are people who can influence people              
to argue, meaning he starts the complaints and then others will quickly follow. There is               
no good in this, because right after the command for taqwa, arguing is mentioned              
because it means that people are then following their desires. We are advised to leave               
arguing, even if we know we are right. Don’t follow a person who is arguing because he                 
is following a rebellious shaytan - if someone does this, then even though it just looks                
like arguing, it will end in misguidance, and to the punishment of the Hellfire. This               
adhaab as sa’eer is for the shaytan. 
 
We should leave arguing because if we have taqwa and truly believe everything comes              
from Allah SWT as Qadr Allah, then we will not argue. But if we see it as coming from                   
the people, then it is easier for us to let it go. Following our desires to prove ourselves                  
right always is what makes us argue.  



Allah SWT sends people to us to expose our reality, to show us our level of taqwa. 
 

- The third discussion point is the creation of the human being. In ayah 5, there are two                 
things are mentioned side by side. The creation of the human and the plants, because               
the similarity lies in the fact they grow from seeds. This is again a reminder what we are                  
created from, seeds and a drop of water, and yet we argue needlessly and give in to our                  
egos. After we die, we will be recreated, resurrected. Hajj is sort of like resurrection as                
well because we are no longer the same as we were before the Hajj. We return from Hajj                  
like a newborn, changed and free of sins. Surah Hajj is also about resurrecting a society                
through individual and then communal reform. 

 
Sand is what we are basically made from, then water. Then a hanging blood clot, then                
some flesh will be added amd formed. Knowing how we are created, we should never               
doubt the promise of resurrection. Allah SWT is capable of anything and everything,             
subhanAllah. Allah SWT could have done creation differently but He showed in changes.             
This is to reminds us that we can and should make the changes we need in our lives for                   
success! 
 
The way people’s lives turn out is completely different. Some will be nurtured and              
nourished to the end, others will be miscarried. Some others will grow old, some will die                
young. Some others will reach their targets, others never will and other will reach their               
target and then again lose their way, may we be protected from a fate like that. May                 
Allah SWT always make us do more and more for His sake and may He make the best                  
of our days the last day of our lives and may He take our souls when we are at our best.                     
Aameen! 
 

- The fourth discussion is about the garden, the plants. Sometimes we go through             
something that deeply disappoints us and this is when the lesson from the plants is               
useful for us. Sometimes we see a plant which looks dead, but Allah SWT sends rain,                
then (this water will shake it alive), it will sprout again and grow strong and healthy.                
Some people start their journey much later in their lives, in their 60s or 70s. You can                 
start at any time but all we need is that shake from Allah SWT. 
 
We should never stop growing, we should always keep pushing ourselves to change for              
the better, for the pleasure of Allah SWT. 
 

- The fifth in ayaat 6-7 is about the lessons from the previous discussion points, the               
benefits. These examples benefits us in five ways: 

1. Allah SWT is the one teaching us this and He is Al Haqq. He is reminding us                 
what our target should be. 

2. When we don’t do what we are meant to do, worship and seek Allah SWT, then                
we are like the dead. And Allah SWT can revive anything. 



3. Allah SWT is able to do everything. We should never give up hope, or be               
demotivated. We cannot do anything, but Allah SWT can change us - all we have               
to do is start with having taqwa and making dhikr Allah. 

4. There is no doubt in the Day of Judgement. When we work hard toward              
something, and there’s no end to it, no pay-off, then that would make no sense.               
Day Of Judgement is a logical sequence to life in dunya. 

5. Allah SWT has promised resurrection for us, that we will returned to our original              
form of sand and then brought back up from it. 

 

Ayaat 1-7: Lessons and Values  
 
The main lesson is the importance of Taqwa. How can we expect a change without the                
provision of Taqwa? Taqwa is like a barrier or fence, an armor or protection. If you’re always                 
following your desires, and there is no covering of taqwa, then they will know our reality. Just as                  
we cover our body with clothes, we need to cover our faults and desires with taqwa. We need to                   
always think of what Allah SWT wants, not what we want. 

 
One hadith states that Nabi SAW was asked, who has honor with Allah SWT? And Nabi SAW                 
replied that the best is he with the most of taqwa. In specific, he mention Yusuf AS who went                   
through so many trials with so much taqwa.  

 
In another hadith Nabi SAW was asked who was the best of the people and he replied that it                   
was someone who strove for the sake of Allah with his wealth, and his self - fighting ignorance                  
with knowledge. When he was asked who next, he replied that it was someone who had taqwa                 
and protected the people from his weakness, his evil.  

 
Another hadith states that Allah SWT loves the person who leaves his desires, content with               
what he’s given and where he’s placed, discreet in behavior.  

 
In another hadith Nabi SAW gave glad tidings of victory, success but then warned that at this                 
point, a person needs to be most careful. It might be that you reach a target and celebrate, and                   
follow your desires. So again, think about taqwa so that you don’t become proud or arrogant 

 
One Hadith highlights the importance of every small deed is mentioned, even if it just giving                
water to someone, or greeting someone cheerfully. And when someone insults you with             
something that is not true, then do not respond with some fault that he does have. This is more                   
common with people who you are very close to so you have to guard yourself harder with them.. 

 
The next hadith highlights that we should have taqwa wherever we are, at home or outside,                
alone or among people and that we should always follow a bad deed with a good deed and                  
always have good manners.  



 
The next one talks about how people are not differentiated between by their nationality, or race                
or any other distinction besides taqwa. The person with more taqwa is better than a person with                 
less of it. The person with the most taqwa is closer to Nabi SAW than anyone else. 

  
The Nabi SAW asked what takes most people to Hellfire and replied the private parts and the                 
tongue. And both of these are about following desires. He then asked them what would take                
most people to Jannah and the answer was taqwa and good manners. 

 
A companion told the Nabi SAW that he wanted advice to take with them and Nabi SAW replied 
that he must have taqwa and listen and obey.  

Ayaat 1-7: Applying the Knowledge 
 

1. Focus on working on your anger and ego. 
2. Have Taqwa, you don’t always have to prove yourself. 
3. Keep your goal in front of you, so you can have contentment. 
4. Don’t lose hope in yourself and others. Allah SWT is the one who brings change. 
5. Have good manners. 

  


