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A large part of Hajj is rituals and we should know these and avoid arguments during the rituals                  
even. It’s not just about the rituals, it’s how you do it in that surrounding. Before we go for Hajj,                    
we need to prepare. in ayaat 25-36, this is what is discussed in Surah Al Hajj - the House of                    
Allah SWT, the rituals, people who come to hajj, the sacrifice and so on.  
 
The main things we need to know before Al Hajj: 
 

- There will always be those who stop people from submitting to Him. It’s not a perfect                
world, but we should make a serious goal, and upgrade our thinking. We need to be in                 
complete control of our manners. We should refrain from committing any kind of shirk.              
Shirk during Hajj would ruin everything from the foundation. Shirk means that our vision              
is not focused on Allah SWT but other things. 

- There will be people who will distract you from your focus on Allah SWT. This does not                 
mean that we argue or fight with people, we should just be aware of them and avoid                 
them and focus on our rituals instead. 

- There are people who will try to stop you from going to the House of Allah SWT, by                  
trying to make you think bad about the Haram, saying it is very crowded and there are                 
illnesses etc.  

- This is a place that is open to everyone, no limits and there’s safety and security there -                  
through guards and also Allah SWT’s Protection. There is a painful torment promised to              
those who intend evil for the Bait al Haram. We must respect the rules of Bait al Haram,                  
what we can and what we cannot do. We should respect the rules of the country as well.                  
Before we travel to a new place, or try for a job interview in a company, we try and learn                    
about its history.  

- It is more important that we should understand and respect the history of this sacred               
place where the foundations were laid by Ibrahim AS. Allah SWT chose and guided him.               
He went through test after test to be deemed worth to lay this foundation. The place was                 
assigned to him by Allah SWT. When he submitted, Zamzam water gushed forth,             
civilization and the Arabic language came. Then he was put to the test of slaughtering               
his son, and both Ibrahim and Ismail AS submitted and they were both given the honor.                
Nobody is established without any tests at all. Even when he finished building the              
Kaa’ba, then he asked for forgiveness and acceptance. When we are put to a test - a                 
test of submission, and then given an honor for it, then we can be humble, and we will                  
not misuse it either. Without a test, the same honor or position would cause him to be                 
arrogant and a tyrant.  
 



 
Instructions to Ibrahim AS: 
(And these are the guidelines that can be applied to anything, the original guidelines) 
 

 
 

1. No shirk. This is the foundation, without this guideline, then the foundation itself it wrong. 
No building can be built on this. Don’t turn from ikhlas, because without sincerity, no 
deeds are accepted. 

2. Before inviting the people, the place must be thoroughly cleaned. Even any stores,             
before they open, they always clean it. Any place where Allah SWT is remembered              
should be so clean. Today, the Haram is always clean, and the books are always               
organized despite the number of people who go there. Not only is it physical cleanliness               
but purification from sins. bad behavior etc. 

3. Ibrahim AS had no social media or way to send messages back then, but how did he                 
send this communication? He just used his voice. And Allah SWT guaranteed that             
people came through many means, and from far away places - from valleys, and              
mountains, from all the corners of the earth.  

4. Once invited, they need motivation so the people should be shown what benefit and              
privilege they will get. Hajj is a journey of learning - there will be different lessons and                 
skills different people take away from Hajj. It is a camp with everyone having a personal                
and individual learning program made by Allah SWT. The motivation of coming back as              
a newborn is the biggest pull, that purity and newness.  



5. Iَn every step of Hajj, the remembrance of Allah SWT, and his names on the known and                 
specific days. One should especially remember Allah SWT at the time of the sacrifice              
because He only asked us to sacrifice cattle, not children or body parts.  

 
There are clear guidelines and instructions for the entire duration of the journey. When we               
submit and worship Allah SWT, then we are the ones who benefit. Whatever is mentioned from                
the rules and legislation, the need for this is to magnify respect for Allah SWT through following                 
His Boundaries and His Symbols. 
 
We should never make fun of the rituals, or mock them. We need to follow and respect the rules                   
without making fun of them, this is not magnifying Allah SWT. Hurumat is when Allah SWT                
makes something forbidden. When Allah SWT puts restrictions, the matters which are not             
restricted are actually more vast - hurumaat show how much is actually halal. For example, a                
sign that is placed to show a ‘slippery place’, but there will be no indications that other places                  
are not slippery. Likewise for parking spots, there are no indications where you can park, but                
specific ones where you cannot. 
 
Things that can negate magnification: 
 
1. Mockery 
2. Humiliation 
3. Feeling that it’s too much trouble 
4. Laziness / disrespect  
5. Not caring  
 
Respect is a very important value in any society, in mentalities as well. It is so important to                  
respect one another and have boundaries with each other. Allah SWT made it lawful for us to                 
sacrifice - camel, goat, sheep etc - what He has ordained. It must be something that people eat.  
 
After the sacrifice, then we return with purity. We must avoid making ourselves impure through               
a) shirk, and b) haram talk. A parable is mentioned that if somebody associates with Allah SWT                 
another partner then it is like he has fallen from the sky - he went from at a higher level to a                      
lower one. As he falls, there are birds ready to snatch him and take him to their side. These                   
birds are the shayateen. If not the shayateen, then his desires will take him far away from Allah                  
SWT. Shirk takes us away from developing and improving ourselves. 
 
After this Allah SWT once again mentions that he who respects the symbols of Allah SWT, like                 
Ka’aba, masajid, hijab and Quran etc - anything that shows the religion, then it show that he has                  
taqwa in his heart. We should not also make activities out of these symbols, like a Ka’aba from                  
a box, or coloring activities of Allah SWT’s Names. 
 



Istihzaa means to make mockery of or humiliate someone or something without reason. This is               
different from joking, like the incident of the old woman in Paradise with Nabi SAW. In general, it                  
is advised not to make fun. 
 
In Surah Baqarah, the disbelievers make fun of the believers when are amongst themselves. In               
Surah Al Maeda, Allah SWT says the disbelievers are making fun of the deen and they should                 
not be our friends. When we submit to the deen, we should do it with respect. In Surah Tawbah,                   
the munafiqoon are afraid to be talked about in an ayah. When asked why they poke fun at the                   
deen, they say they’re just having fun but Allah SWT says about them that they are disbelievers                 
after having believed.  
 
Impacts of mockery: 
1. It breaks off relations. 
2. It increases enmity and hatred. 
3. It will put seeds for revenge in the hearts of people. 
4. It will return harm back to the mockers.  
5. It will humiliate and disgrace the person who mocks. 
6. It will bring Allah SWT’s wrath on the person. 
7. Hasanat will be lost. 
8. Nobody will like or want to be with him. 
9. It diverts the person from accepting the truth - if he mocks the deen, then he is deprived from 
the benefits of it by Allah SWT. 
 
Rulings/hukm of mockery: 

1. Mockery of the symbols, religion or messengers of Allah SWT is a type of kufr, disbelief. 
2. Mockery of people is not just disrespectful, but also sinful. 

 
Reasons/asbab for mockery: 

1. Arrogance/kibr: the person thinks very highly of himself in comparison to others. 
2. To spoil and ruin the reputation of others.  
3. As entertainment.  
4. To put others down. 
5. Enjoyment from making others laugh. 

 
 


