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This surah has been prescribed for those with doubts in their hearts, those who have faith but 
shaytan puts doubts in their hearts. Because it mentions the four names of Allah SWT that are 
not mentioned in this order or combination anywhere else in the Quran. 
 
In different place, different types of belief are highlighted, with good deeds, Day of Judgement 
etc. Surah Al Hadid links belief in Allah SWT with belief in the Messenger SAW.  
 

Ayah 8 

ُسوُل َیْدُعوُكْم ِلُتْؤِمُنوا ِبَربُِّكْم َوَقْد ۙ  َوالرَّ  َوَما َلُكْم َال ُتْؤِمُنوَن ِباهللاَِّ
ْؤِمِنیَن   َأَخَذ ِمیَثاَقُكْم ِإن ُكنُتم مُّ

And why do you not believe in Allah while the Messenger invites you to believe in your Lord and 
He has taken your covenant, if you should [truly] be believers 

This ayah was revealed in Madina. Both this ayah and the previous one are follow up on                 
commands given. The previous one says believe in Allah SWT and spend, and in this ayah it is                  
about the belief in Allah SWT and His Nabi SAW. And this is one form of balance, He tells us                    
what to do, and then reminds us we have no excuse to not follow the commands. Belief in Allah                   
SWT means believing in His Existence, His Perfection, His Attributes and Names, and             
worshipping only Him. We believe in the Unseen and so we have to keep renewing our faith.  
 
The first part of this ayah asks you what is the matter that you don’t believe in Allah SWT? What                    
are the things that cause belief? This is further clarified in the rest of the ayah. 
 

1. The Messenger SAW called people to believe in Allah SWT. He called us to remember               
and renew our faith and belief in Allah SWT. He invited us in different ways, with                
evidence, reminding us of Allah SWT’s nurturing. This is why we should we grateful to               
Rasool SAW as well, and we have rights to him. There’s a hadith in Sahih Bukhari, when                 
Nabi SAW asked who had the most amazing faith? The people replied saying angels,              
and Nabi SAW said, no, how can they not believe in Allah SWT while they are with Allah                  
SWT? The people then said, the Messengers, so Nabi SAW, how can they not believe               
while they have inspiration (wahy) from Allah SWT? So the people said, the sahaba              



(themselves) and Nabi SAW replied, how could they not believe while he SAW was              
amongst them? Then he SAW said, it would be the people who came after, because               
their belief would be based on the Book, without seeing anyone.  
 

2. We have a covenant/contract with Allah SWT: As mentioned in Surah Al Araf, when we               
were created, Allah SWT asked us if He was not our Lord, and we all said yes. This is                   
reminded to us in hadith, in Quran. The other contract is our ‘aql, our fahm, our fitrah,                 
which is pure. It is like olive oil, those who are not on belief this is because it has become                    
corrupt, the glass is dirty, or oil is starting to dry up. All children are born on fitrah, but it                    
can corrupt as they grow older, that is why you will not find hypocrisy in young children. It                  
is easier to guide them, easier to make their faith firm than older people. What you need                 
to purify the fitrah again is a spark, and this is brought by knowledge, by the ayaat where                  
the Nabi SAW invites you to faith. In Surah al Maeda, there is yet another reminder of                 
this covenant. If the fitrah is corrupt, then there is always ‘aql to bring you back to the                  
faith. These are the layers of protection that Allah SWT has provided to us. 

 
The last part of the ayah says, then you are truly believers. Like the sahaba, they go to dunya,                   
but they would always come back to the deen. The more we discuss faith, then the malaaika                 
come and surround us. 
 

Ayah 9 

ُلَماِت ِإَلى َن الظُّ ُل َعَلٰى َعْبِدِه آَیاٍت َبیَِّناٍت لُِّیْخِرَجُكم مِّ  ُهَو الَِّذي ُیَنزِّ
ِحیٌم   النُّوِرۚ  َوِإنَّ اهللاََّ ِبُكْم َلَرُءوٌف رَّ

 
It is He who sends down upon His Servant [Muhammad] verses of clear evidence that He may 

bring you out from darknesses into the light. And indeed, Allah is to you Kind and Merciful. 
 
This ayah tells us about the favors of Allah SWT on us, that Nabi SAW and what is brings to us                     
is approved and true. He is the One who sends the ayaat to Nabi SAW - the word used is                    
present tense, which shows a step-by-step process. Also, the word used for Nabi SAW is not                
messenger but His slave or ‘abd, showing His Ownership over him and also that he SAW is only                  
relaying what Allah SWT is telling him to, he is not making it all up.  
 
What Allah SWT sends down is ayaat which is three things: universal signs, the Quran and the                 
miracles given to Nabi SAW. The clear part refers to the Quran because nothing can be clearer                 
than the Quran, which was revealed in arabic, the clearest language. There are rules, and               
stories and explanations, different kinds of learning. It has so many dimensions, that everytime it               
is read, it becomes clearer and clearer.  
 



The next part of the ayah, talks about how this clarity pulls people out from the darkness of                  
disbelief and ignorance, bidah, disobedience, desires etc into the light of belief, knowledge,             
sunnah and submission. Allah SWT will take the believers from the darkness to the light, and                
this is mentioned in Surah Al Baqarah. When you light a lamp and bring it into the darkness,                  
everything becomes clearer and clearer as you keep going into it. This shows how many layers                
there are of darkness, and with belief, the Quran strips these layers of darkness away one by                 
one. With more light, it is easier to see our purpose and do your best. 
 
The last part of the ayah reminds us that with us Allah SWT is both Kind and Merciful. Both the                    
fitrah and ‘aql, but also the reminder (Nabi SAW, the Quran) to bring us back to Him, These are                   
indeed mercies from Allah SWT on us. Even in these Names, there is a distinction in the kinds                  
of mercy. Raheem is a general sort of Mercy, so vast, and all encompassing, after a difficult                 
experience, pain and misery. But Raouf, on the other hand, is a protection and precaution from                
any misery in the future. Allah SWT does not just take you out of the darkness (Ar Raheem) but                   
He preserves their light as well (Ar Raouf). 
 
 
 
 
 


