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Al Lateef Al Khabeer – The Most Subtle The All-Aware ()اللطيف الخبير
•

When people deal with others, it can be stressful, argumentative and demanding when a
person doesn’t know Allah ()ﷻ. Today we will speak of Allah Al Lateef Al Khabeer from the
point of nurturing. The Lordship of Allah ( )ﷻis something common sense and found in the fitra.

•

Ar Rabb is the One Who takes us from one level to another but in a gentle and smooth way.
There are transitions in life and the transition are not from side to side but climbing up from one
level to another. Surah Al Inshiqaq 19: (َّ( )لَ َت ْر َك ُبنََّّ َط َب ًقاَّ َعنَّ َط َبقYou shall certainly travel from stage to
stage (in this life and in the Hereafter).). There are those who accept the change when they
know Allah ( )ﷻand there are those who can’t accept it and feel panicked and discomfort
when they go through change.

•

For those who accept the change, not only do they have knowledge of Allah ( )ﷻbut they
want the akhira, so how will the transition be? With smooth and ease. Imagine a child wants
to go out, but the mother stops him and says ‘you’re not ready to go out yet until you’ve
changed your clothese’. If he only cries then it delays him from going out. And similarly the
one wanting the akhira and paradise cannot just go without being nurtured and accepting
the nurturing. The more there’s resistance, the more there will be delay, subhan Allah.

•

Allah ( )ﷻis Al Lateef Al Khabeer and He will make our transition smooth, but what’s needed?
Acceptance as a result of the knowledge and knowing there will be an upgrade coming up
next.

•

To transition from an unmarried to married woman is a great transition from not knowing
someone to becoming the closest to each other. There are steps in between with Allah ()ﷻ
taking care of placing love and mercy between them. Another transition is from being
childless to having a child. This transition is brought step by step.

•

Even if someone loses their husband or divorce, it’s not a step down, but it’s a step up when a
person believes in the akhira.

Surah Yusuf 100: (َّن َّبي َّإ َّْذ
ََّ س
ََّ سجدًاَّۖ َّ َو َقا َّل ََّ َيا َّأَ َبتَّ َّه َٰـ َذا َّ َتأْوي َّل َُّ ُر ْؤ َي
َ اي َّمن َّ َق ْب َّل َُّ َق َّْد َّ َج َعلَ َها َّ َر ِّبي َّ َح ًقا َّۖ َّ َو َق َّْد َّأَ ْح
ُ َّ َو َر َف ََّع َّأَ َب َو ْيهَّ َّ َعلَى َّا ْل َع ْرشَّ َّ َو َخرَّوا َّ َل َُّه
َ ن َّإ ْخ َوتيَّۚ َّإنَّ َّ َر ِّبي َّلَطيفَّ َّ ِّل َما َّ َي
َُّو َّا ْل َعلي َُّم َّا ْل َحكي ُم
ََّ شا َُّء َّۚ َّإن َُّه َّه
ََّ ان َّ َب ْيني َّ َو َب ْي
َُّ غ َّالش ْي َط
ََّ ن َّا ْلبَدْ وَّ َّمن َّ َب ْعدَّ َّأَن َّن َز
ََّ اء َّب ُكم َّ ِّم
ََّ س ْجنَّ َّ َو َج
ََّ ( )أَ ْخ َر َجني َّمAnd he
ِّ ن َّال
raised his parents to the throne and they fell down before him prostrate. And he said: "O my father!
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This is the interpretation of my dream aforetime! My Lord has made it come true! He was indeed
good to me, when He took me out of the prison, and brought you (all here) out of the bedouin-life,
after Shaitan (Satan) had sown enmity between me and my brothers. Certainly, my Lord is the Most
Courteous and Kind unto whom He wills. Truly He! Only He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.)
•

Al Lateef Al Khabeer fills the gaps in the processes and transition phases. In Surah Yusuf, Yusuf
( )عليه السالمwent from being with his father, to being in the well, to being in the house of the aziz,
to being in jail, and finally being the keeper of the treasures.

•

When he was first at home he had a vision of the sun, moon and stars prostrating to him. Then
finally while being a keeper, his mother, father and brothers came to him and prostrated to
him out of honor and not worship. Then he told his father that Allah ( )ﷻmade his dream come
true. When we are taken from one level to another then Allah ( )ﷻis completing our vision.

•

Yusuf ( )عليه السالمsaid how Allah ( )ﷻwas good to him by taking him out of prison. Despite his
brothers being bad to him, there might be people who hurt us in life but they were a reason
for bringing us up, subhan Allah.

Purification of the Self ()تزكية النفس
•

One type of process of going from one level to another is purification of the self ( )تزكية النفسfor
example to go from being impatient to being patient or going from not praying to praying.

•

The process includes purification and beautification. Allah ( )ﷻis gentle in purifying sicknesses
of the heart.

•

A simple example is putting make-up. Allah ( )ﷻknows why we’re putting make-up, but how
can this action make us upgraded? To remember Allah is Al Jameel – The Most Beautiful and
He loves beauty. Love of praise and admiration from others is a sickness and sometimes we
beautify ourselves to please the people and not Allah ()ﷻ.

•

An upgrade is not only major transitions but even with the little matters we do. We think of
beautifying ourselves in front of people, but why do we not beautify ourselves in front of Allah
( ?)ﷻAnd how do we do this? With taqwa.

Sinning:
•

When we sin, what should we do? We should submit by confessing we make mistakes and
repent to Allah ()ﷻ. We think when we make a mistake then it looks like we’re falling and are
going down, but had it not been for this mistake then we would not be upgraded, but we
need to understand this. When Adam ( )عليه السالمate from the tree, there was a feeling of guilt,
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if there’s no feeling of guilt then there’s no inspiration for making dua and repenting, subhan
Allah.
•

When we make a mistake, we need to feel guilty and are in great need of repentance. Allah
( )ﷻdeals with us with feelings, especially when we sin and repent. Hadith: (ََّ  َّ َقا َّل َ َّ َقا َّل،ن َّأَبي َّه َُر ْي َر َة
َّْ َع
َ َلَلَُّأ
.َّ"َّضالتهََّّإ َذاَّ َو َجدَ هَا
َّْ شدََّّ َف َر ًحاَّب َت ْو َبةََّّأَ َحد ُك َّْمَّم
َّ َ َّ"ََّّسو َّل َُّّللاََّّصلىَّّللاَّعليهَّوسلم
َ نَّأَ َحد ُك َّْمَّب
ُ ( ) َرAllah is more pleased with the
repentance of His servant when he turns penitently towards Him than one of you would be on
finding the lost camel.) - Sahih Muslim 2675 – Allah ( )ﷻwill be most happy when a slave sins
and he returns to Allah ()ﷻ. He knows we cannot go to paradise if we don’t feel we’re in need
of Him

•

What can bring us up? When we feel we’ve done wrong and repent. If we’re only saying
istighfar on the tongue but with no feelings then there will be no life to the repentance. After
repentance there will be enrichment in a way a person can’t imagine.

Attending the study circles:
•

Attending the study circles are an upgrade but it will not be an upgrade if we’re not observant
of our actions. It’s important we feel the virtues of being surrounded by angels, of being in the
struggle for the sake of Allah ()ﷻ, and not only sitting there.

Seeking to be high:
•

This means a person might not be at the top but he wants to be, Who knows if a person has
this sickness? Allah ()ﷻ. It’s not about saying ‘I’m humble’ but a feeling of wanting to be on
the top.

Lying is a weapon:
•

There’s a story of two girls sleeping in one room, one wanted the lights to be switched off so
she could sleep and the other wanted to study, though it was time for sleep. One of the girls
didn’t actually want to sleep, but just to have the lights switched off in order to irritate her sister.
She might tell her mother, ‘it’s time to sleep’ and it can be taken as an acceptable reason,
but Allah ( )ﷻknows the intention that she’s lying. Allah ( )ﷻwill deal with her as a liar because
He deals with others according to their true intentions.

What did we learn from these ayat and how can we change for the better?
•

Purify the intentions

•

Accept the transitions and nurturing in life
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•

Repent to Allah ( )ﷻwith feelings

May Allah Al Lateef Al Khabeer help us apply what we learned. Ameen.
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