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Allah makes whatever you need for guidance very clear and transparent. 
The person mentioned in this ayah goes through the journey of truth, to see 
how Allah gives life to the dead. This man had doubts, foggy thinking, so 
Allah guided him in a different way. 

Sometimes, Allah will make the guidance clear to people, and they still 
disbelieve. This was the case for Nimrud. Allah guided him with words, but 
he rejected the guidance. The second example is of a man, who remains 
anonymous, because it’s not important to know his name. His experience 
was life changing. Allah will guide everyone in a way suitable for them, by 
words, someone telling them, and convincing them, and also by undergoing 
the actual experience. 

Guidance is one of the most important and transparent concepts. Allah  
wants us to be guided. But it is it if upon the person whether he takes the 
guidance or not. Even if someone is alone in a desert, Allah will show him 
the way of the truth, in ways you cannot imagine. He will show you even 
what to think. Who guided the mother of Musa عليه السالم to nurse him and 
put him in the sea? Who inspires the bees to make hives in mountains and 

trees, and suck the nectar from 
blossoms to produce honey?

This ayah is connected with the 
previous one, when Allah says ألم 
 didn’t you see. Then Allah tells ,ترى
us the story of Nimrud. Now Allah 
continues the topic of guidance 
with another example, saying أو 
 ,didn’t you hear of this man ,كالذي
who was also guided. 

The story of this man was another evidence of guidance. He passed by 
a village, which was deserted and in ruins. The word قریة, a village, is 
usually associated with a place which is inhabited, and in which people 
know each other. But this village was خاویة, empty of people. This can be 
the result of a natural catastrophe like a flood, earthquake, plague etc, 
which bring total destruction. This village was also على عروشھا, the 
ceilings of the houses had collapsed upon the walls. This whole scene 
portrays a haunted ghostly town, the wind whistling through the ruins. 

This man was travelling alone, and so he naturally spoke to himself. 
Allah told us exactly what his self talk was. This happened in the time of 
the Bani Israeel, and Allah told the His Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسل about 
it. Allah tells us the story in great detail, so that we are guided. 

The words are in a strange order. When you are speaking to yourself, 

أَْو َكالَِّذي َمرَّ َعَلىٰ َقْريٍَة َوِهيَ 
َخاِويٌَة َعَلىٰ ُعرُوِشَها َقاَل أَنَّىٰ 
ِذِه اهللَُّ بَْعَد َموِْتَها ۖ  يُْحِيي هَٰ

فَأََماتَُه اهللَُّ ِمائََة َعامٍ ثُمَّ بََعثَُه ۖ َقاَل 
َكْم َلِبثَْت ۖ َقاَل َلِبثُْت يَوًْما أَْو بَْعَض 

يَوْمٍ ۖ َقاَل بَل لَِّبثَْت ِمائََة َعامٍ 
فَانظُْر إَِلىٰ طََعاِمَك َوَشرَاِبَك َلْم 

يَتََسنَّْه ۖ َوانظُْر إَِلىٰ ِحَمارَِك 
َولِنَْجَعَلَك آيًَة لِّلنَّاِس ۖ َوانظُْر إَِلى 
اْلِعظَامِ َكيَْف نُنِشزَُها ثُمَّ نَْكُسوَها 
َ َلُه َقاَل أَْعَلُم أَنَّ  ا تَبنَيَّ َلْحًما ۚ فََلمَّ

اهللََّ َعَلىٰ ُكلِّ َشيٍْء َقِديٌر 
Or [consider such an 

example] as the one who 
passed by a township which 
had fallen into ruin. He said, 
"How will Allah bring this to 
life after its death?" So Allah 

caused him to die for a 
hundred years; then He 

revived him. He said, "How 
long have you remained?" 

The man said, "I have 
remained a day or part of a 
day." He said, "Rather, you 

have remained one hundred 
years. Look at your food and 

your drink; it has not 
changed with time. And look 
at your donkey; and We will 

make you a sign for the 
people. And look at the 

bones [of this donkey] - how 
We raise them and then We 
cover them with flesh." And 

when it became clear to him, 
he said, "I know that Allah is 

over all things competent 
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you don’t think of grammar. But Allah  mentions them in the order he thought them. The man was talking to 
himself, saying that it is impossible that Allah would revive this village. This shows that this village was in ruins, 
so people would not come back to it. The word placement shows his doubts were focused more on the village 
being revived, not that Allah would not do it. Allah appreciated this, and guided him. This resembles the story 
of Zakaria علیھ لسالم when he was given the glad tidings of a son. He had doubts about the means, and this will 
not negate our faith. The words of the man must have been in a different language, but Arabic is the only 
language which will explain another language accurately, with the feelings too. The placement of the words 
shows that he did not have any doubts about Allah. He was a believer, and he accepted the truth in the end. 
Otherwise he would have rejected the truth even after his strange experience.

This also shows that cities and villages can also die, concrete structures can expire. Sometimes we go through  
life, and have doubts about situations, not the decree of Allah, but about the matters. You may wonder why 
some situation happened to you. If the person is speaking the truth, Allah will show him eventually, in a gentle 
way, to correct his information, and to make it more clear, and remove even a wisp of fog. Sometimes you 
cannot put your thoughts into words either, but Allah knows everything. You believe in Allah but at the same 
tim, wonder why something happened to you. So you hear something or experience something which will 
remove your doubt. Sometimes you can’t even express what is in your mind. Allah puts the thoughts of this 
man in the Arabic language, in the exact manner which explains what he felt and thought. Allah you to a 
remove the X from your life, because with Allah, there is nothing which is impossible.

This man went through a life changing experience. Allah gave him death! He was taught about death and 
resurrection not by seeing something else die, but himself. The shortcut here is َعلَٰى ُكلِّ َشْيٍء قَِدیٌر َ  Don’t let . أَنَّ هللاَّ
the doubts sink in your heart.  He realized that after the experience and was guided. This was not an easy 
process. He went through the experience of death and resurrection to get this lesson. 

Sheikh As-Sa’adi said that Allah wanted good for this man, which is why we was guided by this experience, in 
himself, his donkey and his food. The food remained unchanged, and the donkey died. The main component in 
this process was the man himself. He remained dead for 100 years, a whole generation. 

The word عام means to swim or float smoothly without too many movements. The sun swims throughout the 
year, make,day and night, changing the seasons. 

Then he was resurrected, brought back to life, in the same condition. Allah is the One preserving the people. 
Allah spoke to him, as if it was a thought in his mind : how long did you remain here? This was the process of 
gentle guidance. This speaking with not like the one with Musa علیھ السالم, and the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ 
  .that was transparent. Here they were veils, it was not direct, but with means , وسلم

The man did not feel any great change. Whether you sleep for one hour or hundred, it will feel the same. So 
he said I slept for 24 hours maximum or a little less than that. In his mind this was the maximum that anyone 
could sleep. But he remained there for a hundred years! When you sleep, you don’t feel the time passing. 

This is active learning, to make the person part of the lesson, question him and correct the answer. He died 
and was resurrected, but he did not see how this happened. Guidance starts from the man himself, because 
he was important; then the elements of the food and the donkey. This will make it easy for him to accept what 
comes later. Learn from your experiences, Allah gave him small examples, to convince him that he lay dead 
for 100 years. 

Allah mentions the food first, because it is amazing that the food did not spoil. The donkey died, and was 
resurrected in front of the man. This is the ability of Allah. The donkey had decomposed, and all its bones were  
scattered. Allah doesn’t say to the man you died, because this would make him panic. So the word used is لبث, 
to remain. We have signs all around us. The sun, moon and stars are signs, as are Firawn, Maryam and Eisa 
 This man who lay dead for 100 years was not a messenger, but he is an ayah. This is a sign for the .علیھما السالم
people, not only for believers, but for disbelievers as well. Even a disbeliever can understand it.  

Allah wanted to show him the process of life, step by step, not on himself, because that would be terrifying. Bt 
seeing it as if in a time lapse film is easier to take. First the doubts were cleared, the food was shown 
unchanged. The next level was the resurrection of the donkey. Allah explains the process. When the donkey 
died, it would have lain down, decomposed, and its bones would be scattered. Now all the bones started 
rebuilding and reconstructing the skeleton of the donkey. Then this structure was covered with flesh. He saw 
all this happen in front of him.  

For the people, this man was the ayah, they didn’t see the food or the donkey, but they saw the man. So he 
saw two ayaat, and he was an ayah for the people himself. Allah gives you signs according to your role in life. 
When this man saw the donkey undergoing the process of resurrection, he achieved the level of certainty in 
his faith.  



When Allah guides someone to show him His ability, He gives small doses. The donkey was the last step, the 
final level of guidance for him. Allah reveals things step by step, He is so Subtle and Gentle, removing all the 
fog of doubts.  

The man knew from before, but now he knew with proof and evidence, everything was extremely clear to him. 
Allah shows us the truth depending on what we need in life.  

 

بعد موتھا 


