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Ayah 16 

 َأَلْم َیْأِن ِللَِّذیَن آَمُنوا َأن َتْخَشَع ُقُلوُبُهْم ِلِذْكِر اهللاَِّ َوَما َنَزَل ِمَن اْلَحقِّ َوَال َیُكوُنوا َكالَِّذیَن
ْنُهْم َفاِسُقوَن   ُأوُتوا اْلِكَتاَب ِمن َقْبُل َفَطاَل َعَلْیِهُم اْألََمُد َفَقَسْت ُقُلوُبُهْمۖ  َوَكِثیٌر مِّ

Has the time not come for those who have believed that their hearts should become humbly 
submissive at the remembrance of Allah and what has come down of the truth? And let them 

not be like those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed over them, so 
their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly disobedient. 

 
This ayah is a strong reminder to the believers. It was four years from the time of Islam that this                    
ayahI was revealed to remind them that more is expected from them. That their hearts need to                 
be filled with khushu. 
 
Khushu here means to be soft, and humble and in submission. This should come from the                
reminders of Allah SWT, through Quran. Whatever has the ability to shake our hearts, always               
cause us to move forward. The munafiqun want to use their actions to show, for the people. But                  
we should use everything we have, every sense for the sake of Allah SWT. Our sense of taste,                  
smell everything, our limbs - serve Allah SWT with it.  
 
Nabi SAW was asked who are the dwellers of Jannah? He answered, amongst qualities was a                
soft-heart. A heart is made soft only by dhikrAllah, the remembrance of Allah SWT, through               
khushu. A heart is hardened when it is filled with the remembrance of people. 
 
The اْلِكَتاَب) (ُأوُتوا here are the ones given a book, but it doesn’t affect them, they have all this                   
knowledge but it does not affect them. It is a huge gift from the King to us and if we are only                      
reciting it without it touching our hearts, without it affecting us then what kind of meeting will we                  
have with Allah SWT? 
 
From the sahaba, not all of them had memorized the Quran, but they definitely lived it. Whereas                 
today, so many people have memorized the Quran, but many of them, it has not touched their                 



hearts. It is not obligatory to memorize the whole Quran, we are only obligated to memorize the                 
Surah Fatiha. The sahaba would recite the same ayah for ages, until they really understood it. 
 
So these people who've been given these books, their time has been prolonged without              
reminders. These people start to think that they don’t need reminders, that they have all the                
knowledge they want. This again hardens their hearts. Our hearts cannot be without dhikr,              
otherwise it will fill with falsehood and hardening day by day. We should constantly be moved                
towards the truth, towards Allah SWT through His remembrance. 
 
Hearts can be softened through two ways: 

- Dhikr → this should be done with full attention, not half-heartedly. 
- Calamities → these have a quick and strong effect on softening the heart. This is like                

being nurtured by fire, rather than water. Sometimes, this can push the believer to              
achieve more, to be better. Allah SWT knows who needs what kind of nurturing.  

 
People who go without reminders for so long, they become rebellious. We need reminders              
because we truly need them. When Allah SWT wants good for a person, He gives them a                 
deeper understanding of deen, a greater detail of deen. 
 

Ayah 17 

  اْعَلُموا َأنَّ اهللاََّ ُیْحِیي اْألَْرَض َبْعَد َمْوِتَهاۚ  َقْد َبیَّنَّا َلُكُم اْآلَیاِت َلَعلَُّكْم َتْعِقُلوَن
Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its lifelessness. We have made clear to you the 

signs; perhaps you will understand 
 

The first word is an order, that to know, to understand the visual signs of Allah SWT - of the rain                     
as it comes down to revive dead earth. We shouldn’t lose hope, no matter how hard it seems,                  
that there is hope even for the heart that is hardened. 
 
The visual example is an extreme example, the land is dead, devoid of life. But the heart is only                   
hardened and Allah SWT will always give more. Here Allah SWT is telling us that it is our                  
connection to Allah SWT, our faith in Allah SWT that causes reviving of our hearts. Like the                 
water revives the earth, dhikr revives our hearts. 
 
There is a hadith in which Nabi SAW makes an example of the knowledge that he brought to us,                   
like it water brought into the land. One part will accept it and grow what it needs, people as well                    
cattle - this is the believers. Another part of the land is rocky, that holds the water, does not let it                     
sink through, that cattle and people can drink from - this is people who have the knowledge,                 
without letting it touch their hearts, but people can benefit from them. A third kind is so hard that                   
the water is not taken in, nor does it benefit anyone - these are the kuffar and the munafiqun. 
  
 



 

 


