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Obedience
•

The human being is made of clay so he has the potential to be molded in order to progress
and go forward, unlike any other creation which is fixed as it is. For example the angels are as
they are and do not progress. What causes a person to progress? Knowledge.

Meaning in the language ()معنى لغة:
•

The meaning of obedience is to accompany and submit ()اإلصحاب واالنقياد. People think
obedience causes a person to lose his identity or he just ‘dissolves’, but a person’s identity will
be more defined with obedience.

•

Obedience is the opposite of being forced ()وضدّه الكره. Allah ( )ﷻasked the heavens and the
earth to come willingly or unwillingly. In the end they both have to come back, but they said
‘we will come willingly’. Surah Fussilat 11: ( ض ا ْئتِ َيا َط ْوعا أَ ْو َك ْرها َقالَ َتا
ِ اس َت َوى إِ َلى السمَاءِ َوه َِي د َُخان َف َقالَ َل َها َول ِْْلَ ْر
ْ ُثم
َ( )أَ َت ْي َنا َطائِعِينThen He rose over (Istawa) towards the heaven when it was smoke, and said to it
and to the earth: "Come both of you willingly or unwillingly." They both said: "We come
willingly.").

•

Obedience causes a person to stay away from the sins ()وتخلص مع اجتناب المعاصي.

Meaning in the deen ()معنى اصطالحا:
•

Obedience is to obey outwardly and be pleased inwardly to Allah’s rulings, His Messenger ()ﷺ
and obeying the rulers ( وال ّرضا باطنا لحكم هللا ورسوله،)هي االمتثال ظاهرا.

What’s the difference between obedience and worship? ()الفرق بين الطاعة والعبادة
•

Obedience is greater that worship because to be obedient is to do it while being pleased.

Sayings of the righteous predecessors
•

‘Umar bin Al Khattab ( )رضي هللا عنهsaid: do not accompany the wrongdoers because you will
learn their wrongdoings. Separate yourself from your enemy and be careful of friends except
who are trustworthy. And who’s trustworthy? The one who fears Allah, he’s humble when death
is mentioned, and he will have humility when called to obedience. He abstains from
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disobedience and seeks advice from those who fear Allah ()ﷻ. These are the qualities of a
good friend.
•

Mu’adh ibn Jabal ( )رضي هللا عنهwas like a nation. What does it mean to be one person but like
an ummah? Teaching people goodness. And the devotees are the ones who are obedient
to Allah and His Messenger ()ﷺ.

•

Obedience is a very rare quality these days because people think it’s depictive of a weak
personality, but the one who has identity and is obedient is a strength. And with obedience
there’s barakah and blessings.

Dua: ( ومن اليقين ما تهون به علينا مصائب الدنيا، ومن طاعتك ما تبلغنا به جنتك،اللهم اقسم لنا من خشيتك ما تحول به بيننا وبين معاصيك.)
(O Allah, apportion to us such fear as should serve as a barrier between us and acts of
disobedience; and such obedience as will take us to Your Jannah; and such as will make easy
for us to bear in the calamities of this world.) – Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi, Book 5, Hadith 834

Ayah 61
َ
َ
يض َح َرج َو َل َعلَى أَنفُسِ ُك ْم أَن َتأْ ُكلُوا مِن ُب ُيوتِ ُك ْم أَ ْو
ِ ج َح َرج َو َل َعلَى ا ْل َم ِر
َ ل ْي
ِ س َعلَى ْاْل ْع َمى َح َرج َو َل َعلَى ْاْل ْع َر
ِ ت َعماتِ ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ِ ت أَ ْع َما ِم ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ِ ت أَ َخ َواتِ ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ِ ت إِ ْخ َوانِ ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ِ ت أُم َهاتِ ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ِ ت آ َبائِ ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ِ ُب ُيو
ت
ْ َس َعلَ ْي ُك ْم ُج َناح أَن َتأْ ُكلُوا َجمِيعا أَ ْو أ
ِ أَ ْخ َوالِ ُك ْم أَ ْو ُب ُيو
ش َتاتا ۚ َفإِ َذا دَ َخ ْل ُتم
َ صدِيقِ ُك ْم ۚ لَ ْي
َ ت َخ َالتِ ُك ْم أَ ْو َما َملَ ْك ُتم م َفات َِح ُه أَ ْو
ِ ار َكة َط ِّي َبة ۚ َك َذلِ َك ُي َب ِّينُ ّللاُ لَ ُك ُم ْاْل َيا
َت لَ َعل ُك ْم َت ْعقِلُون
َ سلِّ ُموا َعلَى أَنفُسِ ُك ْم َتحِية ِّمنْ عِ ن ِد ّللاِ ُم َب
َ ُب ُيوتا َف
There is no restriction on the blind, nor any restriction on the lame, nor any restriction on
the sick, nor on yourselves, if you eat from your houses, or the houses of your fathers, or
the houses of your mothers, or the houses of your brothers, or the houses of your sisters,
or the houses of your father's brothers, or the houses of your father's sisters, or the houses
of your mother's brothers, or the houses of your mother's sisters, or (from that) whereof
you hold keys, or (from the house) of a friend. No sin on you whether you eat together
or apart. But when you enter the houses, greet one another with a greeting from Allah
(i.e. say:  )السالم عليكمAs-Salamu 'Alaikum - peace be on you) blessed and good. Thus
Allah makes clear the Ayat (these Verses or your religious symbols and signs) to you
that you may understand.
•

Allah ( )ﷻgave detailed instructions in order to bring forth our obedience, even through food,
subhan Allah. In school, obedience is taught through uniforms, assembly, and so forth. And as

2|Page

Muslims, we are representing Islam. Whether we want it or not, we are put into obedience by
obeying our parents and obeying those in charge.
•

In the Battle of Uhud there was loss due to a lack of obedience. They assumed the battle was
over, but they didn’t get a signal from the Prophet ( )ﷺthat the battle was over. The higher a
person’s position is, the more he sees and for this reason it’s important to obey the one in
charge.

•

From Surah An Noor, it’s teaching us when a person follows the rules regarding the greetings
of salam, entry of the home and food then it will help a person to be obedient.

•

(ۚ

ْ َس َع َل ْي ُك ْم ُج َناح أَن َتأْ ُكلُوا َجمِيعا أَ ْو أ
ش َتاتا
َ ( ) َل ْيNo sin on you whether you eat together or apart.):

there’s no harm to eat together or alone, but surely it’s better to eat together. This was
revealed because the Companions would not eat if they were alone so they would end up
ْ سولَ ّللاِ إِنا َنأْ ُكل ُ َولَ َن
being hungry, subhan Allah. Hadith: (  َقالُوا َن َع ْم. " َ َقال َ " َفلَ َعل ُك ْم َتأْ ُكلُونَ ُم َت َف ِّرقِين. ش َب ُع
ُ أَن ُه ْم َقالُوا َيا َر
. " ار ْك لَ ُك ْم فِي ِه
َ اس َم ّللاِ َعلَ ْي ِه ُي َب
ْ اج َت ِم ُعوا َعلَى َط َعا ِم ُك ْم َو ْاذ ُك ُروا
ْ  َقالَ " َف.) (“O Messenger of Allah, we eat and do not
feel full.” He said: “Perhaps you eat separately?” They said: “Yes.” He said: “Gather to eat
together, and mention the Name of Allah over it, then it will be blessed for you.”) – Sunan Ibn
Majah Book 29, Hadith 3411

Etiquettes of Eating and Drinking
•

To not eat from gold or silver vessels or platters

•

Do not eat while reclining or on the stomach

•

When there’s food and prayer, then a person should eat first

•

Wash the hands

•

Say ‘Bism Allah’ when eating and drinking and say ‘Alhamdulilah’ when complete

•

Eat and drink with the right hand, it is forbidden to eat and drink with the left hand

•

Eat what’s in front of you

•

Eat from the sides of the dish and not from the top

•

Eat with three fingers

•

If food falls on the floor, then pick it up, clean it and eat it

•

Wait until the food cools down

•

Do not make bad remarks about the food

•

Eat and drink while seated

•

Do not blow into the food

•

Do not drink from the same bottle spout

•

The one who’s serving drinks to others is the last to drink

•

Recommended to converse and speak while eating
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•

Recommended to gather together

•

Eat in moderation

•

Forbidden to sit at a table where wine is being served

•

(أَنفُسِ ُك ْم

سلِّ ُموا َعلَى
َ ( ) َفإِ َذا دَ َخ ْل ُتم ُب ُيوتا َفBut when you enter the houses, greet one another with):

a person should say salam when entering homes, and he is actually saying salam to himself
whether there are people or not.
•

(ّللا
ِ

( ) َتحِية ِّمنْ عِ ن ِدa greeting from Allah (i.e. say:  )السالم عليكمAs-Salamu 'Alaikum - peace

be on you)): when a person spreads salam then it will spread love, and this love brings faith,
and this faith takes a person to paradise, subhan Allah. So salam can lead to paradise. Hadith:
ُ ش ْىء إِ َذا َف َع ْل ُت ُمو ُه َت َحا َب ْب ُت ْم أَ ْف
َ  أَ َولَ أَ ُدلُّ ُك ْم َعلَى. ّللا صلى ّللا عليه وسلم " لَ َتدْ ُخلُونَ ا ْل َجن َة َحتى ُت ْؤ ِم ُنوا َولَ ُت ْؤ ِم ُنوا َحتى َت َحا ُّبوا
( شوا
ِ ُ سول
ُ َقال َ َر
. " ( )السالَ َم َب ْي َن ُك ْمThe Messenger of Allah (may peace and blessing be upon him) observed: You
shall not enter Paradise so long as you do not affirm belief (in all those things which are the
articles of faith) and you will not believe as long as you do not love one another. Should I not
direct you to a thing which, if you do, will foster love amongst you: (i. e.) give currency to (the
practice of paying salutation to one another by saying) as-salamu alaikum.) - Sahih Muslim
54. The salam is a greeting from Allah ( )ﷻwhich means He prescribed it, ordained it and He
chose one of His names to be in the greeting, subhan Allah. Allah is As Salam and He
prescribed the salam and this is an honor when He chooses His name to be our greeting. And
the first command given to Adam (as) is to say ‘salam’ to the angels. And he was told, ‘this is
your greeting and the greeting of your offspring’. Hadith: ( َعنْ أَ ِبي ه َُر ْي َر َة ـ رضى ّللا عنه ـ َع ِن الن ِب ِّي صلى ّللا
ْ  َف،ِس ِّل ْم َعلَى أُولَئِ َك مِنَ ا ْل َمالَئِ َكة
َ َب َف
ْ  ُثم َقال َ ْاذه،عليه وسلم َقالَ " َخلَقَ ّللاُ آدَ َم َو ُطولُ ُه سِ ُّتونَ ذ َِراعا
َ  َف َقال. َتحِي ُت َك َو َتحِي ُة ُذ ِّريتِ َك،َاس َتم ِْع َما ُي َح ُّيو َنك
 َف َزادُوهُ َو َر ْح َم ُة الل.ِ َف َقالُوا السالَ ُم َعلَ ْي َك َو َر ْح َم ُة ّللا.( )السالَ ُم َعلَ ْي ُك ْمThe Prophet ( )ﷺsaid, "Allah created Adam,
making him 60 cubits tall. When He created him, He said to him, "Go and greet that group of
angels, and listen to their reply, for it will be your greeting (salutation) and the greeting
(salutations of your offspring." So, Adam said (to the angels), As-Salamu Alaikum (i.e. Peace
be upon you). The angels said, "As-salamu Alaika wa Rahmatu-l-lahi" (i.e. Peace and Allah's
Mercy be upon you). Thus the angels added to Adam's salutation the expression, 'Wa
Rahmatu-l-lahi,' Any person who will enter Paradise will resemble Adam (in appearance and
figure). People have been decreasing in stature since Adam's creation.) - Sahih al-Bukhari
3326
•

(ۚ

ار َكة َط ِّي َبة
َ ( ) ُم َبblessed and good.): this greeting is blessed. When a person begins with the

salam then he will have increment. Imagine when you first enter the house and you say ‘salam’
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then there will be blessings in that home, and if salam is said before speaking then there will
be barakah in the speech.
•

( ََت ْع ِقلُون

ِ ( ) َك َذلِ َك ُي َب ِّينُ ّللاُ لَ ُك ُم ْاْل َياThus Allah makes clear the Ayat (these Verses or your
ت لَ َعل ُك ْم

religious symbols and signs) to you that you may understand): Allah ( )ﷻshows us the
ayat so we may realize and act upon it. Following the rules in detail causes a person to
increase in intelligence and emotional intelligence.
How do we apply what we learned and change for the better?
•

Spread the salam

•

Be obedient and follow the rules

•

Eat together and if unable then it’s fine to eat alone
May Allah ( )ﷻhelp us act on what we learned. Ameen.
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