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Clouds of Thought 
Winter Series 2018-2019 – Class #4 
Date: 26 December 2018 / 19 Rabi’ Al Thaani 1440 

  

Cloud of Thought – Obstacles  

• Ibn Al Qayyim said the path to Allah (هلالج لج) is a tangible path but along the way there are 

obstacles and only the one who’s expert on this path can recognize them. 

• He said our goal to our destination will not be complete unless we’re guided to reach it.  

Surah Al Maeda 48: ( اٍِّشْرَعة ٍٍِّّمنُكمٍٍَّّْجَعْلَناٍّلُِكل ٍّ َوِمْنَهاج  ) (To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a 

clear way.) 

• Ibn ‘Abbas (رضي هللا عنه) said all of us have a path and it’s detailed one telling us where all the 

curves and obstacles are located, subhan Allah.  

First Obstacle: Fearing to be alone 

• Not everyone sees what we see, and not everyone has the same goal as we do. And this is an 

obstacle when a person is alone.   

• That’s why it was mentioned before to choose a companion. Even if there is one companion 

who sees what you see and feels what you feels then this will help to overcome the obstacles 

and continue down the path.  

• It’s the way of Allah (هلالج لج) that people of truth are few; they are not many, subhan Allah. May 

Allah (هلالج لج) make us from the people of the truth. Ameen.   

Surah Al Waqiah 10-14: 

ابُِقونٍَّ ابِقُونٍٍََّّوالسَّ السَّ  

And those foremost [(in Islamic Faith of Monotheism and in performing righteous deeds) in the 

life of this world on the very first call for to embrace Islam] will be foremost (in Paradise).   

ئِكٍَّ ـٰ ُبونٍٍَّّأُوَل اْلُمَقرَّ  

These will be the nearest (to Allah).   

اتٍٍِّّفِي ِعيمٍٍَِّّجنَّ النَّ  

In the Gardens of Delight (Paradise).   
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نٍٍَُّّثلَّة ٍّ لِينٍٍَّّمِّ اْْلَوَّ  

A multitude of those (foremost) will be from the first generations (who embraced Islam).   

نٍٍََّّوَقلِيل ٍّ اْْلِخِرينٍٍَّّمِّ  

And a few of those (foremost) will be from the later generations. 

• To reach the top requires constant motivation, development, and increasing of faith. Only a 

few people want to increase their level, but the people of truth always want to be better; they 

always want to improve and be up to date. A person can always do better than before and 

for this reason there is no ceiling to ihsan. Something can always be better.  

Surah Saad 24: ( الَِحاتٍٍَِّّوَعِملُواٍّآَمُنواٍّالَِّذينٍٍَّّإِّلٍَّّ اٍَّوَقلِيل ٍٍّّالصَّ ُهمٍٍّّْمَّ ) (except those who believe and do righteous good 

deeds, and they are few) 

• Only a few people believe and do righteous good deeds. It’s important to always develop it 

and not remain at the same level. 

Surah Saba 13: ( نٍٍَّّْوَقلِيل ٍّ ُكورٍٍُِّّعَباِديٍٍَّّمِّ الشَّ ) (But few of My slaves are grateful.) 

• It’s important to improve and enhance our gratitude.  

• On the other hand, those on falsehood are many. Surah Yusuf 103: ( بُِمْؤِمنِينٍٍََّّحَرْصتٍٍََّّولَوٍٍّّْالنَّاسٍٍِّّأَْكَثرٍٍَُّّوَما ) 

(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.). We don’t want to lose 

our faith or have it go down. 

• Surah Al Maeda 49: ( اٍَّوإِنٍَّّ نٍٍََّّكثِير  لََفاِسقُونٍٍَّّالنَّاسٍٍِّّمِّ ) (And truly, most of men are Fasiqun (rebellious and 

disobedient to Allah).) – the majority of people are rebellious as well.  

• Thus we shouldn’t feel demotivated if there are only a few with us and we shouldn’t feel 

demotivated either if people don’t want to go on that path either. In the end, only a few will 

reach the top, may Allah (هلالج لج) make us among them. Ameen.  

Second Obstacle: Dark Tunnel 

• What is this dark tunnel? While a person is walking, it suddenly becomes dark and a person is 

trapped, he doesn’t know what he’s doing and doesn’t know how to go out. This is the dark 

tunnel which is conflict between people. People become distracted when there’s conflict 

between them and it can burn a tree from the roots. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us. Ameen  

Surah Al Furqan 20: ( ُهمٍٍّّْإِّلٍٍَّّّاْلُمْرَسلِينٍٍَِّّمنٍٍََّّقْبلَكٍٍَّّأَْرَسْلَناٍَّوَما َعامٍٍَّّلََيأُْكلُونٍٍَّّإِنَّ ٍٍَّّبْعَضُكمٍٍَّّْوَجَعْلَناٍٍّّۗاْْلَْسَواقٍٍِّّفِيٍَّوَيْمُشونٍٍَّّالطَّ ٍٍّّۗأََتْصبُِرونٍٍَّّفِْتَنة ٍٍّّلَِبْعض 

اٍَّربُّكٍٍََّّوَكانٍَّ َبِصير  ) (And We never sent before you (O Muhammad وسلمٍّعليهٍّهللاٍّصلى ) any of the Messengers 
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but verily, they ate food and walked in the markets. And We have made some of you as a trial for 

others: will you have patience? And your Lord is Ever All-Seer (of everything).) 

• People are a test for each other. The messengers eat and go to the market, and this shouldn’t 

be a problem, but it was a fitna for the people thinking ‘how could messengers do that?’, 

subhan Allah.  

• We need to have yaqeen and certainty that there’s a way out and there will be a light when 

we come out. What is this light? Knowledge of Allah (هلالج لج) will take a person out from all tunnels. 

Surah An Noor 35: ( ٍُّ
َماَواتٍٍُِّّنورٍٍُّّهللاَّ َجاَجةٍٍٍٍُُّّّّۖزَجاَجة ٍٍّّفِيٍّاْلِمْصَباحٍٍٍُِّّّۖمْصَباح ٍٍّّفِيَهاٍَّكِمْشَكاة ٍٍُّّنوِرهٍٍَِّّمَثلٍٍٍَُّّّۚواْْلَْرِضٍٍّّالسَّ َهاٍّالزُّ ٍِّمنٍُّيوَقدٍٍُّّي ٍُّدرٍٍَِّّّكْوَكب ٍٍَّّكأَنَّ

َباَرَكة ٍٍَّّشَجَرة ٍّ ة ٍٍّّّلٍٍََّّّزْيُتوَنة ٍٍّّمُّ ة ٍٍَّّوَّلٍٍَّّشْرقِيَّ ٍٍَُّّيْهِديٍٍُّّۗنور ٍٍَّّعَلىٍٍّّٰنُّور ٍٍٍَّّّۚنار ٍٍَّّتْمَسْسهٍٍُّّلَمٍٍَّّْوَلوٍٍُّّْيِضيءٍٍَُّّزْيُتَهاٍَّيَكادٍٍَُّّغْربِيَّ
ٍٍَُّّوَيْضِربٍٍٍَُّّّۚيَشاءٍٍَُّّمنٍّلُِنوِرهٍٍِّّهللاَّ

ٍٍٍّّّۗلِلنَّاسٍٍِّّاْْلَْمَثالٍٍَّّهللاَّ

ٍُّ
َعلِيم ٍٍَّّشْيء ٍٍّّبُِكلٍٍَِّّّوهللاَّ ) (Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His Light is as (if there 

were) a niche and within it a lamp: the lamp is in a glass, the glass as it were a brilliant star, lit from 

a blessed tree, an olive, neither of the east (i.e. neither it gets sun-rays only in the morning) nor of 

the west (i.e. nor it gets sun-rays only in the afternoon, but it is exposed to the sun all day long), 

whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself), though no fire touched it. Light upon Light! Allah guides 

to His Light whom He wills. And Allah sets forth parables for mankind, and Allah is All-Knower of 

everything.) 

• And what else is needed to get out of the tunnel? Ihsan to the people. Surah Ar Rahman 60: 

( اْْلِْحَسانٍٍُّّإِّلٍٍَّّّاْْلِْحَسانٍٍَِّّجَزاءٍٍَُّّهلٍّْ ) (Is there any reward for good other than good?) – in order to get out of 

darkness, it’s important to always do what’s best. 

Surah Al Isra 53: ( ْيَطانٍٍَّّإِنٍٍٍٍَّّّّّۚأَْحَسنٍٍُِّّهيٍٍَّّالَّتِيٍّواَيقُولٍٍُّّلِِّعَباِديٍَّوقُل ْيَطانٍٍَّّإِنٍٍٍََّّّّۚبْيَنُهمٍٍَّّْينَزغٍٍُّّالشَّ اٍّلِْْلِنَسانٍٍَِّّكانٍٍَّّالشَّ اٍَّعُدو   بِين  مُّ ) (And say to My 

slaves (i.e. the true believers of Islamic Monotheism) that they should (only) say those words that 

are the best. (Because) Shaitan (Satan) verily, sows a state of conflict and disagreements among 

them. Surely, Shaitan (Satan) is to man a plain enemy.) 

• A person shouldn’t busy himself with people by flattering or arguing with them. A person 

becomes a failure when he busies himself with others and forgets himself and forgets Allah (هلالج لج). 

Leave the people to Allah (هلالج لج) and focus on yourself.  

How do we apply what we learned and change for the better? 

• Always improve yourself 

• Have yaqeen in Allah (هلالج لج) and do ihsan to the people 

May Allah (هلالج لج) make us among the guided ones who reach. Ameen.  


