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Giving charity makes a person humble. Someone who doesn’t change 
either didn’t have the correct intention, or spoiled it with المن and األذى. The 
sadaqah is proof of your truthfulness; it is a purification. Nothing else has 
the same effect in changing you from inside. You need patience to be 

obedient, it is not only with outer actions, 
there must be acceptance inside, and a 
good heart. If you give sadaqah without a 
good heart, it is not accepted; if it is 
forced, it is haram.  

Allah did not accept the sadaqah from 
Qabeel, the son of Aadam علیھ السالم, 
because he didn’t give it with a good 
heart.  

The effect of sadaqah given with a good 
heart is increment, one word can open so 
many doors. But without a good heart, 
the effect is of a rock.  

The spoilers of deeds are المن, to remind someone of your favour, and األذى, 
to harm someone, physically or verbally, after helping them.  

Allah begins by addressing the believers. We see this in Surah Al-Baqarah, and 
other madani surahs. This title makes you eager to be included in the command. 
Only the believer will benefit from the command.  

The Sahabah were from the desert, which gave their natures an openness, 
making their emotional intelligence, their EQ, high. They also had a high 
intelligence quotient, IQ. The Qura’an raised them to such a high position. Think 
of the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم, a simple shepherd boy in the desert, 
and later, as a successful businessman, contemplating in a cave high above the 
desert.  

Don’t nullify your charity. This can happen, so Allah cautions the believers. The 
sadaqah gives growth to the society, it is purification. Be careful of anything which can spoil them. They are 
your sadaqat, they show your truthfulness. You cannot only claim the faith, you have to prove it. It is for you 

specially, it came to your account. You must know the threats to your 
earnings. Just as your business can be susceptible to fraud, robbery, loss, 
your charity is under threat from المن and 
 Some people don’t give the feelings of .األذى
others any importance. The poor person 
whom you give monetary help to will be hurt 
by your harsh words. You must take care of 
the feelings of others.  

Another thing which spoils your deeds is 
hasad. It eats away the good deeds like fire 
burns the wood. Hasad is a fire in the heart.  

Leaving the Asr prayer intentionally is also 

يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اَل تُبِْطُلوا 
َصَدَقاِتُكم ِبامْلَنِّ َواأْلَذَٰى َكالَِّذي 

يُنِفقُ َماَلُه رِئَاَء النَّاِس واََل 
يُؤِْمُن ِباهللَِّ َواْليَوْمِ اآْلِخِر ۖ 

فََمثَُلُه َكَمثَِل َصفْوَاٍن َعَليِْه تُرَاٌب 
فَأََصابَُه َواِبٌل فَتَرََكُه َصْلًدا ۖ الَّ 

ا  يَْقِدُروَن َعَلىٰ َشيٍْء مِّمَّ
َكَسبُوا ۗ َواهللَُّ اَل يَْهِدي اْلَقوَْم 

اْلَكاِفِريَن 
O you who have believed, 

do not invalidate your 
charities with reminders 

or injury as does one who 
spends his wealth [only] 
to be seen by the people 
and does not believe in 
Allah and the Last Day. 

His example is like that of 
a [large] smooth stone 

upon which is dust and is 
hit by a downpour that 
leaves it bare. They are 

unable [to keep] anything 
of what they have earned. 
And Allah does not guide 
the disbelieving people 

2:264

The Messenger of Allah صلى 
  : said هللا علیھ وسلم

ال يَِحلُّ ماُل امِريٍء ُمسلمٍ إالَّ ِبِطيِب 
نفٍس ِمنُه 

 The wealth of a believer is not
 halal for him, except if it is
  given with a good heart
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
  : said عليه وسلم

إياكم والحسد، فإن الحسد يأكل 
الحسنات كما تأكل النار الحطب، أو 

قال: العشب.  
Beware of envy because envy 

consumes (destroys) the virtues 
just as the fire consumes the 
firewood. (Or he said grass). 

سنن أبي َداُود، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب 
#18، حديث 1569#

 The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل
: said عليه وسلم  

الَِّذي تَفُوتُُه َصالَةُ اْلَعْصِر َكأَنََّما ُوِتَر 
أَْهَلُه َوَماَلُه .  

He who misses the afternoon 
prayer, it is as though he has 

been deprived of his family and 
his property. 

صحيح مسلم ، حديث 626#



a spoiler of deeds. It is as if the person loses his whole family and household.  

Misbehaving with the Messenger of Allah 
 also spoils the deeds, even صلى هللا علیھ وسلم
by speaking loudly to him.  

On the other hand, good deeds erase and 
nullify the sins.  

There are two scenarios about spoiling the 
deeds in this ayah.  

The one giving sadaqah and then spoiling it 
by himself is like the one showing off to 
people. He begins his sadaqah the right 

way, for Allah, buildings blocks and blocks of good deeds. But later, he does المن or األذى, and destroys his 
building.  

The other scenario is that the 
person has the wrong intention 
from the beginning, he wants to 
show off to the people, and get 
their praise. His building has no 
foundation to begin with. 

The end result for both is the 
same, they are left with nothing. One is spending for the people, and 
he second started off right, but then destroyed everything. Both are a 
waste.  

The one showing off and spoiling his deeds doesn’t actually believe in Allah and the Day of Judgement. These 
two pillars of faith are again combined. Belief in the Day of Judgement moulds you, and keeps you within the 
boundaries and restrictions. This person is likened to a munafiq. The degree of this sin is great, even if people 
don’t give it importance. In life, you are constantly being tested. Don’t spoil everything with one word.  

His similitude is like a slippery rock, covered with sand, so that it deceives. The reality of this rock is exposed 
when there is heavy rain, and the sand is washed away. When there is a trial, the reality 
of the person is exposed, the subterfuge is washed away.  

If you are doing something for Allah, it will not matter if the person you are helping is 
rude or hurts you. You will not remind him of your favour. The person who is like a rock 
will be left even harder after the trial. An intense trial will leave him more rocky and hard.  

Just as the rain slips off this slippery rock, leaving it unaffected, so the trial will leave the 
hard person unchanged. He will not be reformed, there is no growth in him. Allah will not 
guide the disbelievers, they are misled by their disbelief.  

يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اَل تَرْفَُعوا أَْصوَاتَُكْم 
فَوْقَ َصوِْت النَِّبيِّ واََل تَْجَهرُوا َلُه 

ِباْلَقوِْل َكَجْهِر بَْعِضُكْم لِبَْعٍض أَن تَْحبََط 
أَْعَماُلُكْم َوأَنتُْم اَل تَْشُعرُوَن 

O you who have believed, do not 
raise your voices above the voice 
of the Prophet or be loud to him 
in speech like the loudness of 

some of you to others, lest your 
deeds become worthless while 

you perceive not 
سورة الحجرات  

49:2

اَلةَ طَرَفَيِ النََّهاِر َوزَُلفًا مَِّن  َوأَِقمِ الصَّ
يِّئَاِت ۚ  اللَّيِْل ۚ إِنَّ اْلَحَسنَاِت يُذِْهنْبَ السَّ

ذَٰلَِك ِذْكَرٰى لِلذَّاِكِريَن 
And establish prayer at the two 

ends of the day and at the 
approach of the night. Indeed, 

good deeds do away with 
misdeeds. That is a reminder for 

those who remember 
سورة هود  
11:114


