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As Muslims, we should deal with changes with gratitude and trust in Allah SWT. Every group of                 
believers, Allah SWT rewards and the rewards are great, depending on the state of the heart, of                 
course. 
 
When we give for the sake of Allah SWT, He multiplies rewards, like the seeds on a wheat stalk.                   
It looks dry but it preserves the seeds within. And there are other things that look good from                  
outside but are dry or weak from within.  
 
Another parable is that of the iron, the mountain, both of which look mighty, but within is                 
softness, and goodness - this is like the quality of the believers. 
 
Anything that is done for the aakhirah, will last forever, but anything done for the sake for the                  
dunya, will not last, just like the dunya itself. In the next ayah, Allah SWT talks about the reality                   
of the dunya. 
 

Ayah 20 

ْنَیا َلِعٌب َوَلْهٌو َوِزیَنٌة َوَتَفاُخٌر َبْیَنُكْم َوَتَكاُثٌر ِفي اْألَْمَواِل َواْألَْوَالِدۖ   اْعَلُموا َأنََّما اْلَحَیاةُ الدُّ
ا ُثمَّ َیُكوُن ُحَطاًماۖ  َوِفي اْآلِخَرِة َكَمَثِل َغْیٍث َأْعَجَب اْلُكفَّاَر َنَباُتُه ُثمَّ َیِهیُج َفَتَراُه ُمْصَفر 

ْنَیا ِإالَّ َمَتاُع اْلُغُروِر   َعَذاٌب َشِدیٌد َوَمْغِفَرةٌ مَِّن اهللاَِّ َوِرْضَواٌنۚ  َوَما اْلَحَیاةُ الدُّ
 
Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion and adornment and boasting to 

one another and competition in increase of wealth and children - like the example of a rain 
whose [resulting] plant growth pleases the tillers; then it dries and you see it turned yellow; then 
it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter is severe punishment and forgiveness from 

Allah and approval. And what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion. 
 

This ayah starts with (اْعَلُمو) which means knowledge with evidence. ْنَیا) الدُّ اْلَحَیاُة (َأنََّما says               
that indeed, surely, the life of this dunya - which means near, and visible, as well as low. This                   



reminds us that though the aakhirah is not visible, but dunya is and it of lower quality than the                   
aakhirah. This is repeated in the Quran over and over again.  
 

Allah SWT uses the next few words to describe the dunya, the first of which is (َلِعٌب) which is                    
play, actions with limbs which turn a person away from Allah’s remembrance. Children by nature               
tire of different kinds of play quickly, so they can experience many different things, and they                
don’t keep anything in their hearts.  
 

(َلْهٌو) is the next stage, amusement, which is distraction from within the heart, when a person                
gets busy with it, and is constantly thinking about it as well. This is worse than la’ib because it                   
makes the person heedless, and can make one lose the pleasure of worship. It also affects the                 
rewards of one’s worship.  
 

(ِزیَنٌة) is the the decorations of the world for us, like the sun, the moon and the stars, the plants                    
and flowers. Allah SWT has made it beautiful and we can make things that we have even more                  
beautiful. We do this to show our abilities, to enjoy it, to fill the time etc. The purpose of Allah’s                    
adorning the dunya is to create a test for us, so we are not deceived by it, to forget our purpose                     
by it. We need to use this adornment so it brings us closer to Allah SWT, and we shouldn’t use it                     
for haraam. In Surah Ale Imran, Allah SWT talks about different kinds of zeenah, women,               
children, land and fields, cattle and animals, wealth etc.In Surah Al Araf, Allah SWT talks about                
the clothes, which should cover just not your awrah, but also reesha and libas at taqwa which                 
are more than just the basic and we should reserve the best of our zeenah in our ibadah and                   
places of ibadah.  
 

َبْیَنُكْم) (َوَتَفاُخٌر is when zeenah is not used for the right purpose, then it causes people to boast                   
among each other, and it doesn’t have to be through speech, some will do it by body language.                  
It can be for anything from zeenah, jewelry, cars, houses, clothes, etc. The worst kind of this is                  
of knowledge, but we should remember that this is Allah SWT’s favor upon us, and it doesn’t                 
come from us. People do tafakhar for fame as well, to be well-known among people - by                 
wearing from haraam clothes, etc. 
 

َواْألَْوَالد) اْألَْمَواِل (َوَتَكاُثٌرِفي is the desire to keep increasing the zeenah of our lives, and this                 
is not progress because it is not for Allah’s sake, to gain entry into Paradise. 
 

The next thing Allah SWT talks about how when beneficial rains (َغْیٍث) comes down, then it                

brings about the (َنَباُت) plants that grow because of it from the earth, then the kuffar will be (                  

(َأْعَجَب attracted to it, so happy and excited about it. The word kuffar has two meanings,                
disbeliever, as well as the someone who covers the seeds - the farmer. But if one knows Allah                  



SWT and His Power and His Ability, then nothing amazes us - we don’t take credit for it, we                   
know it doesn’t come from us, because we have the parables of Musa AS, Isa AS, the youth of                   
Kahf, etc.  
 

After the plant sprouts, it will turn yellow, dry up (َیِهیُج) until it makes a sound when it’s crushed.                   
This is like the pleasures of dunya as well, everything will dry up and be crushed one day. The                   
only thing that remains, is the Quran. Whenever anything is done for the sake of Allah SWT, it                  
will last forever, and will always be beautiful and attractive. With it we will attain Allah SWT’s                 
Mercy and Forgiveness and enter His Paradise, and that is what we all strive for. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


