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A believer derives strength from the bayyinat, and the meezan wal hadid. This is what gets the 
believer through everything that comes at him.  
 
Surah Al Hadid also gives us the end result - it tells us what happens on the Day of Judgment, it 
gives us a target to work towards, provides the motivation to keep working towards our goals. 
 

Ayah 21 

ْت ِللَِّذیَن َماِء َواْألَْرِض ُأِعدَّ بُِّكْم َوَجنٍَّة َعْرُضَها َكَعْرِض السَّ ن رَّ  َساِبُقوا ِإَلٰى َمْغِفَرٍة مِّ
  آَمُنوا ِباهللاَِّ َوُرُسِلِهۚ  ذَِٰلَك َفْضُل اهللاَِّ ُیْؤِتیِه َمن َیَشاُءۚ  َواهللاَُّ ُذو اْلَفْضِل اْلَعِظیِم

 

Race toward forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden whose width is like the width of the 
heavens and earth, prepared for those who believed in Allah and His messengers. That is the 
bounty of Allah which He gives to whom He wills, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty 

(َساِبُقو) does not just mean run, or rush forward but there’s an element of competition, meaning                
you must strive to be the foremost, ahead of everything. Competition here is mentioned after               
clarifying the different groups of people, so as to not encourage competition for the dunya but it                 
is only for the sake of Allah SWT. And these people who are the foremost must be constant in                   
what they do. 

And what is the end you’re racing to? It is forgiveness from Allah SWT and attaining Jannah.                 
(َمْغِفَرٍة) in itself means a place of forgiveness, it’s a very real and tangible thing. We are aiming                  
to reach this place of forgiveness with every act of ibadah we do. Allah SWT tells us that as                   
sons of Adam AS, we are sinners but the best is he who repents. When we are free from sins,                    
we can move further forward, which is why we should seek to repent and remove the load of our                   
sins through His Forgiveness. 

 



We can seek forgiveness through: 

- Dua 
- After Duha salah, say (اللهم اغفر لي , وتب علي , إنك انت التواب الرحیم) a hundred times 
- Helping/serving people expiates sins as well (e.g. the prostitute who served a dog water) 
- Making the correct wudhu and praying two rakaa with khushu 
- Read the dua after each meal ( وال منى حول غیر من ورزقنیه هذا، أطعمني الذي ّلال                   الحمد

  (قوة

Every other good deed of course leads to Jannah, inshaAllah. And here, when it talks about                
Jannah it gives us a measure - it’s the width of the heavens and the earth, it is that big. The                     
person in the lowest order of Paradise will need 2000 years to just look around his acode,                 
subhanAllah! This gives believers an internal motivation. 

This paradise was made for those people who believe in Allah SWT and His Messengers. The                
word used ْت) (ُأِعدَّ which is prepared, meaning it is already ready and waiting for you. And it is                  
such that nobody can imagine it! The messengers are the role models for us to follow, they                 
show us how to race towards these two things we want to achieve, in the best possible manner.                  
If you believe in Allah SWT, He will make all of this possible. So belief in Allah SWT is the most                     
important  - that everything comes from Allah SWT, every tiny thing. 

And these things are a favor from Allah SWT and He will give to whomever He wills.                   (َفْضِل)
means that it’s not equivalent of the effort, it is so much more than that! It is always multiplied,                   
so never look at yourself and your accomplishments in deen and dunya with amazement or               
pride, it is never because of us but it is always the Mercy, the Favor of Allah SWT. 

And here, competing with the heart is more important than just competing with the limbs. It’s                
really the quality of how you race towards these goals.  

 

 

 

 


