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This Surah follows Surah Al Hadid,and you need to understand Al Hadid so you can understand                
Al Mujadilah because the Quran is stitched together in a way that is beautifully intertwined. It                
flows in a beautiful pattern, that we may sometimes not understand. 
 
Surah Al Hadid was about balance, and in this was the most important third ayah, speaking                
about Allah SWT’s qualities like in no other surah, and the importance of following Allah SWT                
and the Rasool SAW. Surah Al Mujadilah follows this theme - to increase your faith in Allah                 
SWT and His Rasool SAW. 
 
It starts with a story of a woman who cam to Rasool SAW, about marriage, and imbalance in it,                   
which can end up causing imbalance in the entire society. It talks about how rules (hudud Allah)                 
are established to make sure there is balance in the community and also who are the people                 
who are the party of Allah SWT - hisbAllah, and the vast knowledge and complete wisdom of                 
Allah SWT that teach us these rules. 
 
Another thing about this Surah is that it is the only one with the word Allah in every single ayah,                    
in all 22 ayaat. It can be divided in seven parts: 
 

1.  Ayaat 1-4 - the lesson from the story narrated :حكم الظهار

2. ورسوله اهللا یحادون الذین :جزاء Ayaat 5-6 - about the people who cross the limits set by                 
Allah SWT and His Rasool SAW 

3. النجوى :حكم Ayaat 7-10 - about people who leave other people out of             
conversations/secrets etc. 

4.  Ayah 11 - about the manners in a group setting of people :آداب المجالس

5.  Ayaat 12-13 - about manners with the Nabi SAW :آداب مع النبي صلى اهللا علیه و سلم

6.  Ayaat 14-21 - about the parties of Shaytan :حزب الشیطان

7.  Ayah 22 - about the party of Allah SWT, the Muflihoon :حزب اهللا
 
 
 
 



 
There are three important facts to bring everything together: 
 

1. How Allah SWT addresses people with knowledge depends on them - da’wah in Makkah              
differed from that in Madinah 

2. Islam is a complete way of life 
3. Islam pays attention to the minor details as well - the family not just community 

 
This incident which caused this surah to be revealed was because of a woman called Khawla                
bint Tha’labah and her husband, Aws ibn Sameh. This woman was from Madina and she was                
very beautiful and her husband wanted to have relations with her but she refused. He, in anger,                 
said to her, you’re like my mother’s back, which was a big insult to her - that she is haram to                     
him. He didn’t divorce her, and yet refused all relations with her as well. This was a practice                  
from the jahaliyyah. 
 
Allah SWT discourages joking or word-play like this, especially for women, who are more              
sensitive. She didn’t tell anyone about her incident, not her mother, sisters and friends and               
instead went to Nabi SAW. And she argued with Nabi SAW outwardly, refusing to accept what                
her husband said. She was complaining to Allah SWT internally, and this is in the surah as well.  
 



Ayah 1 

 َقْد َسِمَع اهللاَُّ َقْوَل الَِّتي ُتَجاِدُلَك ِفي َزْوِجَها َوَتْشَتِكي ِإَلى اهللاَِّ َواهللاَُّ َیْسَمُع َتَحاُوَرُكَماۚ  ِإنَّ اهللاََّ َسِمیٌع
 َبِصیٌر

Certainly has Allah heard the speech of the one who argues with you, [O Muhammad], 
concerning her husband and directs her complaint to Allah . And Allah hears your dialogue; 

indeed, Allah is Hearing and Seeing. 
 
This ayah starts with (َقْد) which specifies that this incident took place, in fact, and without                

doubts. The focus is on Allah SWT’s actions, that He heard this conversation. (َسِمَع) is               
past-tense, meaning that even though He knew about it, decreed it, but He heard it yet again.                 
We believe that Allah SWT can hear anything which has a sound, no matter how loud or quiet.                  
Nobody else heard this conversation, including Ayesha RA who was right there. This makes us               
more aware and focused on actions, speech and even thoughts, to control them, to attach               
ourselves to Allah SWT. 
 
(َقْوَل) means the statement or speech that was made, َزْوِجَها) ِفي ُتَجاِدُلَك (الَِّتي by her who was                 

arguing over her husband with the Prophet SAW and اهللاَِّ) ِإَلى (َوَتْشَتِكي brought her complaints to                
only Allah SWT. 
 
  


