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Surah Al-Baqarah is the curriculum of the deen, and in order to follow it, you 
need faith in the unseen. The one who benefits is the one with taqwa, the 
correct foundation. The topic of sadaqah comes towards the end of the 
curriculum, although we get hints of it throughout the surah. Allah tells us 
about Himself first, in Ayat Al-Kursi, so that we can give our wealth with a 
good heart. The stories and parables also help to prepare us.  

Allah also tells us about the challenges and obstacles which can 
stop you from spending in charity with a good heart. This is the 
miracle of the Qura’an. The commands are perfect, because they 
also tell us risks which may affect your spending.  

The obstacle here is the shaitan. Be aware of your enemy #2; 
your first and most dangerous enemy is yourself. Be aware of the 
shaitan; don’t fear him, but remember that only Allah can protect 
you from him. The shaitan is a deceiver, and doesn’t want any 
good for you. He is wicked and sly, and a test for you, as you are 
a test for him. He is the one who started the enmity with the 
human beings. If you listen to him, he will use you to mislead and 
misguide the people, and you will be among حزب الشیطان, the group 
of the shaitan.  

Allah exposes the unseen plots of the shaitan, connected with the 
command of Allah, going contrary to it. The shaitan knows all the 
commands, the halal and haram. This is why he can plot against 
us. He also studies the nature of the person, and attacks from his 
weaknesses.  

The word شیطان is from the verb َشَطَن, which means to be far. He is 
far from the mercy of Allah . It also comes from the verb شاَط, 
which means wrath, anger and foolishness. The shaitan is angry, 
just as we see the fire, which looks angry, giving out sparks, the 
flames hissing and crackling. There are are angry people too, who 
will explode with anger. They are from the group of the shaitan, 
and will misguide the people. They can influence you more, 

because they are around you, and you can see them. The shaitan 
is also foolish and ignorant, like the fire from which he is created, which burns itself. He is violent like the fire. 
The human being is made of sand, and is dignified and has weight. The shaitan wants to remove this dignity of 
the human being. He wants us to be like him, foolish, flying around, instead of being grounded to the earth.  

The shaitan is also ُمَخبِّب, putting mischievous thoughts in your mind, sowing wicked seeds in the heart. The 
shaitan wants to separate people, and create conflict. Magicians also work to separate people.  

Allah tells us exactly what the shaitan does. This is an unseen matter, and we must believe in what Allah tells 
us. The shaitan promises you, and his promise is a threat, it scares you. The good promise makes you happy 
and encourages you. The promise of the shaitan is wicked, it will take you to the hellfire. The shaitan speaks in 
whispers, we can’t hear him, but we can feel his words. Sounds of a very high frequency cannot be heard by 
the human ear, but they exist.  

When you want to give sadaqah, he will quickly come, from all directions, to whisper to you this you will have 
nothing left for yourself, so you should save it for tomorrow. He will quickly give options, and make 

يْطَاُن يَِعُدُكُم اْلفَْقَر َويَأُْمرُُكم  الشَّ
ِباْلفَْحَشاِء ۖ َواهللَُّ يَِعُدُكم مَّْغِفرَةً 
مِّنُْه َوفَْضاًل ۗ َواهللَُّ َواِسعٌ َعلِيٌم 
Satan threatens you with 
poverty and orders you to 

immorality, while Allah 
promises you forgiveness 
from Him and bounty. And 
Allah is all-Encompassing 

and Knowing 
2:268



negotiations, so that if you had originally planned to give 100 dirhams, you end up giving only 1! Then he will 
bring to mind that this one dirham will be increased by Allah. Whenever you want to do some good, he will try 
to make you do less. You cannot handle him, he will whisper from all angles. Leave your enemy to his Master,  
Allah will protect you from all evil.  

Spend for the sake of Allah, and He will give you more. He is the One who 
gave it to you in the first place, so He will replace it for you. The rich or غني is 
the one who is satisfied. The more you listen to the shaitan, the more you will 
feel poor. Spend for the sake of Allah, and He will enrich you. As long as you 
are alive, Allah will surely provide for you. On the other hand, the shaitan will 
also coerce some people to be extravagant, and overspend, so it is a two-
pronged attack.  

The word فحشاء here refers to miserliness, because the topic is wealth. When the topic is about adultery, it 
means immorality. Miserliness is ugly and indecent. Look at the example of Ibrahim علیھ اسالم, after years of 
struggle, Allah gave sons. Part of his role was the hospitality he extended towards his guests. He was the first 
one on earth to entertain guests in such a generous manner. Before the incident of the angels, for a period of 
time, he didn’t have any guests for a while. When the angels came, he was so happy, he served them the best 
food he could. His generosity led to him being given the charge of building the Ka’abah, the house of Allah.  

The people in the past had less money, but they were more generous and hospitable. We see this quality in 
the Arab people to this day. They are very generous to their guests, and entertain them with the best. 
Generally in the world, this concept has changed. To feed people is a form of worship. Entertaining guests is 
purification.  

We see so much generosity in the way the present custodians of the haram look after the people who come, 
and also in the upkeep and maintenance of the house of Allah. Only the best of everything is used, from the 
cleaning materials to the bukhoor, the sheer amount of zamzam available. Nothing is too much for the house 

of Allah. They are so considerate for the comfort of the visitors.  

Miserliness or بخل is a form of الفحشاء, an atrocity, because it is ugly and 
indecent. How can you be miserly when spending for the sake of Allah?? 

The shaitan tries to influence us by either 
encouraging us to commit a sin, or stopping 
us from doing good deeds. Here Allah says 
give, so the shaitan says don’t give. He also 
opens the doors for تشاؤم, evil omens and 
superstitions. So he puts in your mind that 
you will be poor, sick, angry, sad; all 
negative thoughts. Islam, on the other 
hand, is always positive, giving you good 
and happy thoughts, and hope, that you will 
be enriched, successful, forgiven. There is 

always hope and increment in Islam.  

Look up at the sky, at its vastness and brightness. Lift your spirits with faith. Allah gave you something so vast; 
He commanded you to spend for His sake. Allah always gives the solution. He gives you the information of the 
evil you face, and immediately gives the antidote, so that you don’t despair. The promises of Allah are very 
gentle and soft and quiet, and can be detected only by the believer. The promises of the shaitan are loud and 
attractive, because he embellished them with deception. The shaitan has an evil motive; he knows he will 
surely go to the hellfire, so he wants to take as many humans with him as he can.  

Allah uses His greatest name, هللا, which include all His other names. Allah always fulfills His promises, and all 
of them are the truth. Allah has given a promise for the one who spends in 
charity for His sake, it as special message of forgiveness for the one who is 
really generous. If you spend your best for His sake, He will give you His 
forgiveness. The reward matches the deed. You spend the best and you get 
the best.  

Charity will save you from the sins and the hellfire. It is a completely different 
calculation from anything worldly and material. It is not minus from your 
account, even though you are giving, it is an increment. Sadaqah brings 
growth, while holding on to the money will decrease it. The increment is in 
dunya and akhirah.  

When you have dh100, and give away dh50, this doesn’t decrease your 

يَاِطنيِ ۖ  إِنَّ امْلُبَذِِّريَن َكانُوا إِْخوَاَن الشَّ
يْطَاُن لَِربِِّه َكفُورًا  وََكاَن الشَّ

Indeed, the wasteful are brothers 
of the devils, and ever has Satan 

been to his Lord ungrateful 
سورة اإلسراء  
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
  : said عليه وسلم

 َما نََقَصْت َصَدَقٌة ِمْن َماٍل َوَما زَاَد اهللَُّ 
 َعبًْدا ِبَعفْوٍ إاِلَّ ِعزًّا َوَما تَوَاَضعَ أََحٌد هللَِِّ

 إاِلَّ رَفََعُه اهللَُّ
Charity does not decrease 

wealth, no one forgives another 
except that Allah increases his 

honor, and no one humbles 
himself for the sake of Allah 
except that Allah raises his 

status. 
صحیح مسلم ، حدیث 2588# 

دَِّقاِت َوأَْقرَُضوا اهللََّ  دِِّقنَي َوامْلُصَّ إِنَّ امْلُصَّ
َقرًْضا َحَسنًا يَُضاَعُف َلُهْم َوَلُهْم أَْجٌر 

َكِريٌم 
Indeed, the men who practice 
charity and the women who 

practice charity and [they who] 
have loaned Allah a goodly loan - 
it will be multiplied for them, and 

they will have a noble reward 
سورة الحدید  

57:18 

بًا لِّيَْربُوَ ِفي أَْموَاِل  َوَما آتَيْتُم مِّن رِّ
النَّاِس فاََل يَْربُو ِعنَد اهللَِّ ۖ َوَما آتَيْتُم مِّن 

زََكاٍة تُِريُدوَن َوْجَه اهللَِّ فَأُولَِٰئَك ُهُم 
امْلُْضِعفُوَن 

And whatever you give for 
interest to increase within the 

wealth of people will not increase 
with Allah . But what you give in 
zakah, desiring the countenance 
of Allah - those are the multipliers 

سورة الروم  
30:39 



money, it increases it, because the remaining dh50 has so much barakah. Allah will also open other doors of 
provision for you, so that you get dh1000 from some other source. 
Sometimes you hold the money, and it ends up being spent in useless things, 
like traffic fines, and repairs of household items, and even hospital bills. 
When you give sadaqah, Allah protects you from all this.  

When you believe in the vastness of Allah, He will deal with you in the same 
way. He knows which doors to open for you. There are no limits with Allah. 
Even the impact of your spending will be vast. You don’t know what the effect 
will be in the future. Ibrahim علیھ السالم was hospitable to his guests, and he 
was made in charge of raising the Ka’abah. Allah appreciates this quality.  

This ayah makes you free, like a bird, which doesn’t count its seeds and its 
chicks. It gets a daily provision, doesn’t store anything for the future. The 
birds always look happy and cheerful.  

Oh human being, don’t look at your experience and knowledge and logic. Only Allah provides and makes you 
benefit from your provision, and enjoy it. Every dirham has a purpose.  

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
  : said عليه وسلم

ُلوَن َعَلى اهللَِّ َحقَّ  َلوْ أَنَُّكْم ُكنْتُْم تَوَكَّ
لِِه َلرُزِْقتُْم َكَما تُرْزَقُ الطَّيُْر تَْغُدو  تَوَكُّ

ِخَماًصا َوتَرُوحُ ِبطَانًا 
If you were to rely upon Allah 

with the required reliance, then 
He would provide for you just as 
a bird is provided for, it goes out 

in the morning empty, and returns 
full. 

جامع الترمذي ، حديث 2344# 


