
  سورة الفرقان
The Criterion  

Class 26 
 27 جمادي اآلخرة 1440 

4.3.19 

Three nations are 
mentioned together. The 
nations of ‘Aad and 
Thamud are almost always 
mentioned together.  

The nation of ‘Aad had Hud 
 as their علیھ السالم
messenger. The messenger 

of the nation of Thamud was Salih علیھ السالم. Both these nations were from 
the Arabs, and both were arrogant. It is not mentioned that they were idol 
worshippers, but we find from their artifacts that they were. The intensity of their crimes was less than the 
others. They thought of themselves as indestructible. Their civilizations were so advanced, there was none like 
them ever again. Allah describes them as having lofty pillars, and hewing cliffs to build homes (89:6-9) 

The ‘Aad said - ًة ا قُوَّ  Who is greater than us in strength? (41:15). So their end came. These powerful - َمْن أََشدُّ ِمنَّ
people became skeletons, as hollow date palm trunks, with a wind, which blew on them for 7 nights and 8 
days - َفأُْھلُِكوا ِبِریٍح َصْرَصٍر َعاِتَیٍة - they were destroyed by a screaming, violent wind (69:6) The phenomenon of a 
wind, such a light thing, destroyed them.  

The Thamud were deceived by their strength and power. Their civilization was so advanced, and they were 
very intelligent, they even had factories. There was only one source of water in their city. When Salih علیھ السالم 
came and called them to Allah, they demanded a very specific sign. They wanted him to bring a she-camel 
from a rock face, and they further demanded that she should be 10 months pregnant as well. Allah sent this 
sign, and some rules were placed as well; they were instructed to alternate days with the she-camel to drink 
the water. They were warned not to harm her. They found it very difficult that they couldn’t use the water on the 
days that were specified for the camel, and they didn’t have the courage to kill her. So they hired a man from 
their nation who was a drunkard, to kill her. As a consequence of their evil plot, they were all destroyed by an 
awful cry - اِغَیِة  they were destroyed by the overpowering [blast] (69:5) - َفأُْھلُِكوا ِبالطَّ

The third nation which is mentioned are أصحاب الرس, the People of the Well. We don’t know anything about 
them, except that they had a well in their town, and they killed their messenger by throwing him in the well.  

There are more nations who were destroyed, whom we don’t know about. The Qura’an has examples, it 
doesn’t mention all, and this is also a criterion. Even Daud and Sulayman علیھما السالم aren’t mentioned in this 
surah. Only the percentage needed is mentioned. In the same way, we have been told about all the 
messengers either.  

The word كًال can mean ‘Aad and Thamud, and the People of the Well, or 
Firawn and the nations of Nuh and Lut علیھما السالم, or all of them together. 
Allah gave examples of them all. They were disobedient, and were 
punished, so they are examples for people, of evil and it’s consequences. 
The warnings here are in the form of the stories of the previous nations who 
were destroyed. Their sequence is according to the intensity of their crimes, 
from more to less.  

Allah shows us how to deal with the wrong doers, while at the same time, 
not to exaggerate their actions. Their mockery, suggestions and objections 
are all dismissed as examples, unimportant, nor worthy of any  
consideration - َوَال َیأُْتوَنَك ِبَمَثٍل. Their questions and objections are all inspired by the shaitan. They try to create 
doubts, which don’t make sense. Don’t react to their words. Just dismiss them. Allah has better things in store 
for you. Whatever Allah gives you is the best, whether for deen or dunya. Don’t be influenced by others.  

Just remember تبارك, when someone criticizes your life. If they say you are still in the same house, Allah will 
give you palaces; you don’t have a good salary, Allah will give you millions; you don’t have a car, Allah will give 
you an airplane! Pause the fitnah of the people, and believe in the ayaat of Allah.  

َوَعاًدا َوثَُموَد َوأَْصَحاَب الرَّسِّ 
َوُقرُونًا بنَْيَ ذَٰلَِك َكِثيرًا 

And [We destroyed] 'Aad and 
Thamud and the companions 

of the well and many 
generations between them 

25:38

وَُكالًّ َضَربْنَا َلُه اأْلَْمثَاَل ۖ وَُكالًّ تَبَّرْنَا 
تَتِْبيرًا 

And for each We presented 
examples [as warnings], and 

each We destroyed with 
[total] destruction 

25:39 



These are the examples of Allah, set standards, whether they are parables or stories. They strike the target. 
The purpose of parables is to make a clear picture of intangible concepts. So shirk is compared to a spider’s 
web. The parables which Allah give are the criterion. They will differentiate between those who accept and day 
it is the truth from Allah, and those who reject them, and say why is Allah misguiding people with them (2:26). 
You must listen to the parables and strive to understand them. Don’t disregard the stories either, they also 
bring the criterion, and make matters clear. When you ponder upon the Qura’an, focus on the parables and 

stories of the Qura’an. When the scholars didn’t understand the parables, they 
wept.  

The word تبرنا is derived from the verb َتَبَر, to destroy. The word َتْبر means gold, 
which is useless, broken flakes, and precious gems, which cannot be moulded 
and reused. The destroyed nations were so strong and intelligent, but they were 
useless, because of their arrogance and denials.  

The behaviour of the nation of Lut علیھ السالم was very immoral. Their 
behaviour is unacceptable by anyone’s moral standard, and conduct. No 
religion will support it. It is acceptable only by corrupt and unnatural deviated 
people.  

They lived in two neighboring cities, near the Dead Sea, named Sadoom 
and Ghamrah. When Ibrahim علیھ السالم and his nephew Lut علیھ السالم left their 
homes in the city of Ur, Lut علیھ السالم was directed by Allah to go to these 
cities. The whole nation indulged in unnatural behaviour, in public. So Allah 
sent angels in the guise of handsome men to punish them. An awful cry 
overtook them. The town was showered with red hot clay stones, which bore 
the names of each person in the cities. These stones struck the people on 
the heads and exited from the backs, essentially cauterizing and purifying 
their bodies. Each person was stoned to death, which is the penalty for this 
crime. Then the whole town was flipped over by Jibreel with his wing.  

Their behaviour is a very contagious disease, the person indulging in it can 
never break free of it. So the whole nation had to be annihilated. The 
mushrikeen who had so many objections about the Messenger of Allah صلى 
 passed by these demolished cities, and they saw the evidence of ,هللا علیھ وسلم
their destruction. The places of the destroyed nations are polluted with their 
sins, they are infected places. The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم forbade 
the believers to stay there, not eat or drink, nor cook there, and if they had to 
pass by, they should do so while crying.  

The nation of Lut علیھ السالم was dealt with quickly, owing to the nature of their 
crime. The more this crime I’d spoken of, the more it spreads. Take a lesson 
from it, and deal with it quickly.  

From the three punishments which were sent to the nation of Lut علیھ السالم, 
only the most severe one is mentioned. There is no need to elaborate upon 
the punishments.  

If they didn’t take admonition from the stories told to them, they should learn from the evidence that they see 
when they pass by the towns. What more of an admonition do they need? They see it with their eyes and still 
they don’t change? They saw and disbelieved more. The believers hear and accept. The disbelievers see and 
still reject the truth. The believer with the criterion will increase in their furqan when they listen to the Qura’an, 
and are at rest. The disbeliever will disbelieve when he hears the Qura’an, and they are restless.  

Allah brings us to the core of the issue slowly. They don’t have any hope of being resurrected, they don’t 
believe in the Day of Judgement. This is why they behave as they want. The answers come slowly, so that 
they are easier to accept. This is all console for the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم.  

َوَلَقْد أَتَوْا َعَلى اْلَقْريَِة الَِّتي 
وِْء ۚ أَفََلْم يَُكونُوا  أُْمِطرَْت َمطََر السَّ

يَرَْونََها ۚ بَْل َكانُوا اَل يَرُْجوَن نُُشورًا 
And they have already come 

upon the town which was 
showered with a rain of evil. 

So have they not seen it? 
But they are not expecting 

resurrection 
25:40 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
  : said عليه وسلم

 الَ تَْدُخُلوا َعَلى َهؤاُلَِء امْلَُعذَِّبنَي إاِلَّ أَنْ 
 تَُكونُوا بَاِكنَي، فَِإْن َلْم تَُكونُوا بَاِكنَي فاَلَ
  تَْدُخُلوا َعَليِْهْم، الَ يُِصيبُُكْم َما أََصابَُهْم.
Do not enter (the places) of these 
people where Allah's punishment 

had fallen unless you do so 
weeping. If you do not weep, do 
not enter (the places of these 
people) because Allah's curse 

and punishment which fell upon 
them may fall upon you.  433# صحيح البخاري ، حديث


