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Desires are built in the 
human being, use them to 
go to Allah. Seek what is 
good for you, and protects 
you from harm. Everything 
that Allah brings is good.  

Not all desires are 
dispraised. Use them for 

what pleases Allah. Train your desires to be what Allah loves. If the desires 
are in disobedience to what Allah likes, then they will take you far away from 
the guidance. Desires are irresistible, they are very difficult to withstand. This is why they must be in 

accordance to what pleases Allah.  

This ayah tells us about those people who let their desires lead them. Their idol is their 
desires. No one can influence or advice them. Nothing will make him change his path, 
as he pursues his desires.  

The word أََرأَْیَت is called أصلوب التعجب, a tool to express surprise for something strange. 
The behaviour of this kind of person is very strange. He is completely misguided, and 
he is convinced that he is doing good. This person cannot be influenced by any advice, 
so Allah tells His Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسلم not to 
worry about them.  

The ilah is someone to whom you attach because of his perfection, with 
love for him. This attachment is irresistible. Allah is Perfect in all aspects. 
We must attach to Him with love, while magnifying Him. Make your ilah 
the Most Perfect One. The disbelievers attach to their idols, objects like 
stones, or the sun, moon and stars, or people. Those who make their 
desires their ilah, carry their idols inside them. ھوى or desire is like ھواء, 
the wind, swaying back and forth. This person cannot resist anything 
which appeals to him, so we see the weirdest trends being followed. 
Nowadays even religion has become a fashion.  

The one who worships his desires is an unstable person, because he is 
far away from tawheed, and can be carried away to the farthest forms of 
deviations. Sometimes we wonder why the people are worshipping some 
animal, it makes no sense. This is because it appeals to their desires. They 
want a tangible form to satisfy their desires, and they will never stop. This is why there are so many forms of 
idols around the world. The shops are full of the ways of fulfillment of desires. You see something so 
unappealing, and wonder who will buy it, but people do. Marketing creates desires and needs. The Ka’abah 
was full of idols which appealed to people when they saw them during their travels, so they brought them back 
to place in the Ka’abah.  

This is why they were so offended when the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم told them about tawheed. We 
see them so defensive of their gods. The nation of Ibrahim علیھ السالم wanted to burn him because he attacked 
their idols, their desires. Taqwa is to resist your desires.  

Can the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم be a guardian over someone who is driven by his desires? No, 
because when the desires are untrained, they are uncontrollable and dominant. The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا 
  .could not have reasoned with this person علیھ وسلم

It is not only a matter of them mocking, it is much more. These are their true colours. Allah gradually leads is to  
the exact reason they are behaving in this despicable manner. When their desires change, so will their 
reaction. The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم knew te truth, and wanted everyone to be guided. It grieved 
him when they rejected the message.  

أَرَأَيَْت َمِن اتََّخذَ إِلََٰهُه َهوَاهُ أَفَأَنَت 
تَُكوُن َعَليِْه وَِكياًل 

Have you seen the one who 
takes as his god his own 

desire? Then would you be 
responsible for him? 

25:43



This is also a console to him. Just be a role model. The muttaqeen will follow you, but you cannot influence the  
ones who worship their desires. You cannot be a protector for them, nor can you account their sins. Allah 
presents this in the form of a question, so that he can think and come up with the truth himself. This is also a 
tool of da’wah. You cannot change them, you cannot take them out of their disbelief, your job is only بالغ , to 
issue the warnings, whether they heed them or not. The ones who base their religion on desire are the worst, 
because religion must be based on evidence of the truth.  

Now Allah presents another question : do you think those who follow their 
desires hear and understand what you are preaching to them? These two 
senses are negated from them. They are blinded by their desires, cannot 
see beyond them. You cannot do anything for them. They are living in a 
world of their desires. But at the same time, there are some exceptions 
among them, who may change.  

The solution is taqwa. Heed the warnings, change yourself. Those who 
follow their desires are like cattle, because they blindly follow their desires 
and don’t use their intelligence. The tools for reform are hearing and 
intellect. The cartel will see green grass, and go straight to it. In fact, they 
are worse than the cattle, because the cattle will obey their shepherd, when 
he warns them to stop and return.  

أَْم تَْحَسُب أَنَّ أَْكثَرَُهْم يَْسَمُعوَن أَْو 
يَْعِقُلوَن ۚ إِْن ُهْم إاِلَّ َكاأْلَنَْعامِ ۖ بَْل 

ُهْم أََضلُّ َسِبياًل 
Or do you think that most of 
them hear or reason? They 

are not except like livestock. 
Rather, they are [even] more 

astray in [their] way 
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