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Nothing precedes the will of Allah. Allah created the heavens 
and the earth and asked them      اْئِتَیا َطْوًعا أَْو َكْرًھا     come 
willingly or by compulsion. They both said     أََتْیَنا َطاِئِعیَن     we 
have come willingly 41:11. The heavens and the earth 
continue to do their jobs regardless of of their own opinion. 
They see the people corrupt the earth, and they can crush 
them if they wanted, but the earth lets them live on her 
regardless of their behaviour, because she is obedient to 
Allah, who has commanded her to be subjected to the human 

beings. She is a willing slave of Allah, so she silently obeys, until the Day of Judgement, when she will be 
allowed to speak      َك أَْوَحٰى َلَھا ُث أَْخَباَرَھا ِبأَنَّ َربَّ  that Day, it will report its news because your Lord has      َیْوَمِئٍذ ُتَحدِّ
commanded it  99:4-5  In life, she is just serving mankind, and recording everything. The heavens and the 
earth have a will, but they still submit willingly.  

The sun, moon and stars are all in the heavens. The sun and moon are a team, they complement each other. 
The stars are mentioned separately, although you would pair them with the moon, because they can be seen 
only at night, but they are present in the day and the night; this is furqan. Their jobs are assigned according to 
their characteristics. This is the same as when people are placed in positions according to their personalities. 
Every creature which doesn’t have any accounting has been assigned a job matching their physiology and 
capability.  

The stars have three different jobs, which they will perform until the Day of Judgement when they will 
disintegrate        َوإَِذا النُُّجوُم انَكَدَرْت      And when the stars fall, dispersing  81:2 . The stars protect the sky from the 
shayateen. They are also guides to the directions of the globe, and they beautify the sky. So their jobs are 
protection, navigation and beautification, all very different, but the stars do these diverse jobs easily, efficiently 
and willingly. They don’t have to seek the permission of Allah every time, like the sun must, they just continue 
with their work.  

The sun provides light and heat, both of which promote survival of the creation, giving them life. The sun has a 
rising and setting time. It has a will, but it is obedient. It has to seek the permission of Allah before it rises. It 
also makes sujood under the throne of Allah when it sets. (Bukhari, Book 65, hadith 4802). This means it is 
always prostrating and asking for permission, because there is always a sunrise and sunset somewhere on 
earth.  

We have some jobs in life like the sun, in which we are very confident, so we must seek the permission of 
Allah in these circumstances specifically, and all other times too, by saying إن شاء هللا, and making istikhrah. At 
times when we feel we are in control, we can be negligent, so we must be alert. This will keep us humble, and 
this will keep us away from shirk.  

The moon doesn’t have to seek the permission of Allah, but it follows its phases       ٰى َعاَد ْرَناهُ َمَناِزلَ َحتَّ  َواْلَقَمَر َقدَّ
 And the moon - We have determined for it phases, until it returns [appearing] like the old date        َكاْلُعْرُجوِن اْلَقِدیِم
stalk   36:39.  The phases of the moon control the tide, and assess the dates and months of the lunar 
calendar, which is important for worship.  

The human being has been given a will and determination. We have also 
been given du’a, so that we can ask Allah to give us the best. The rest of the 
creation is already obedient, so their performance is at their maximum 
capacity. You must show your devotion to Allah. Don’t be proud and 
arrogant, and confident of yourself. Bend to the will of Allah, and He will 
open the doors for the best for you.  

Ayah 62 separates the sun, moon and stars from night and day. All are 
acknowledged separately, and their roles are appreciated. We tend to take 
the night and day as background, not specific creations, so they are 
mentioned separately.  

The characteristic of the night is that it covers everything with its darkness, 

َوُهوَ الَِّذي َجَعَل اللَّيَْل َوالنََّهاَر 
َر أَْو أَرَاَد  َْن أَرَاَد أَن يَذَّكَّ ِخْلفًَة ملِّ

ُشُكورًا 
And it is He who has 

made the night and the 
day in succession for 
whoever desires to 

remember or desires 
gratitude 

25:62 



like a black cloak. This matches our activity at night. We need the darkness and silence for our sleep, to 
rejuvenate our bodies. Our bodies slow down in the darkness of the night, while the souls are in darkness. The 
du’as of the night are softeners for the heart, suiting the slower atmosphere. Night sleep is very important for 
the body, as it releases essential hormones which repair the body and mind. The atmosphere in the day suits 
physical work, with people working to earn their livelihood. The night is mentioned before day, because it is the 
default position; the universe was in darkness before there was light        َماَواِت َواْألَْرَض َكاَنَتا َرْتًقا َفَفَتْقَناُھَما          أَنَّ السَّ
the heavens and the earth were a joined entity, and We separated them   21:30  .  

Day and night come in succession, one after the other, back to back. They follow each other in an endless 
cycle, until the Day of Judgement. It is like a changing of shift. They are also in succession with their jobs, light 
and darkness, heat and coolness. There is never any clash, because they are never together. One leaves, 
thread by thread, and the other enters, also thread by thread, gently and gradually. This change brings the 
best from you. Don’t complain when your life changes from day to night. This gives you more determination, 
and will power, to remembrance and gratitude. The determination comes when you are taken out of your 
comfort zone.  


