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The ends of both Surah Aal Imran and Surah Al-Furqan 
address specific groups of people.  

Surah Aal Imran speaks to the أولوا األلباب, the people of 
understanding, ending with a command : اْصِبُروا َوَصاِبُروا َوَراِبُطوا 
َ َلَعلَُّكْم ُتْفلُِحوَن قُوا هللاَّ  persevere and endure and remain - َواتَّ
stationed and fear Allah that you may be successful (3:200).  

Surah Al-Furqan addresses the عباد الرحمن, the special slaves of 
Allah : قُلْ َما َیْعَبأُ ِبُكْم َربِّي َلْوَال ُدَعاُؤُكْم - Say : What would my Lord care for you if not for your supplication? (25:77). 
They have the criterion, they know the intricate reality of matters.  

The أولوا األلباب can be عباد الرحمن. The people of understanding are upgrading themselves, while the special 
slaves of Allah are dealing with people. The أولوا األلباب say : اِر  protect us from the hellfire, while the - َفقَِنا َعَذاَب النَّ
َم : say عباد الرحمن ا َعَذاَب َجَھنَّ  avert from us the punishment of the Fire. This is more intense. Their faith is - اْصِرْف َعنَّ
so high, they can feel the unseen.  

Some people may be knowledgeable, but unable to deal with people. The special slaves of Allah are adept at 
dealing with people, and all the creation, they care for everyone, even the earth, so they walk with tranquility. 
They are very approachable. Their du’a makes them special.  

The du’a of أولوا األلباب in 3:192-193 has a description of the one who goes to the hellfire, while the عباد الرحمن 
describe the hellfire itself. So they have different points. The عباد الرحمن are more special because of their 
connection with Allah. Their du’a is very vast, while the du’a of the أولوا األلباب is very detailed and specified. 
They ask for the reward, while عباد الرحمن ask for the punishment to be averted from them; this shows their high 
status.  

The higher the status, the greater the responsibility. The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم was told by Allah 
that if his heart inclined even a little bit towards the disbelievers, he will be given double the punishment as 
compared to others : ْتَناَك َلَقْد ِكدتَّ َتْرَكُن إَِلْیِھْم َشْیًئا َقلِیًال  And if We had not strengthened you, you would have : َوَلْوَال أَن َثبَّ
almost inclined to them a little (17:74). The mothers of the believers also were warned : َن ِبيِّ َلْسُتنَّ َكأََحٍد مِّ  َیا ِنَساَء النَّ
َساِء  O wives of the Prophet, you are not like anyone among women (33:33). The responsibility of the role - النِّ
model is more than an ordinary person, so the sins carry more punishment. This is why leadership should not 
be sought. If someone has furqan, obviously more is expected from him. They cannot speak or act 
unthinkingly.  

The عباد الرحمن are so humble, this keeps them down all the time. Pride and arrogance spoils everything. When 
you manage to avoid a sin, don’t be proud of yourself. At the same time, don’t judge someone who cannot stay 
away from the sins of shirk, murder and adultery. We would think the عباد الرحمن don’t watch television, or don’t 
go to cinemas, but they are past these small sins. Allah mentions that they stay away from the major sins.  

The mercy of Allah saves them. They are reformed 360 degrees. They have so much hope in the mercy of 
Allah. They want to lead the pious, they want the pious around them in the form of companions. They are very 
specific of what they want their environment to be. They make the best choices. This is why the foolish people 
don’t bother them.  

َوالَِّذيَن اَل يَْدُعوَن َمعَ اهللَِّ إِلًَٰها آَخَر واََل يَْقتُُلوَن 
النَّفَْس الَِّتي َحرََّم اهللَُّ إاِلَّ ِباْلَحقِّ واََل يَزْنُوَن ۚ َوَمن 

يَفَْعْل ذَٰلَِك يَْلقَ أَثَاًما 
And those who do not invoke with Allah 
another deity or kill the soul which Allah 
has forbidden [to be killed], except by 

right, and do not commit unlawful sexual 
intercourse. And whoever should do that 

will meet a penalty 
25:68 



The sins are divided into three main sections : attachment to someone rather than Allah, obeying the anger, 
and following the desires. All other sins fall into one of these three categories. The maximum of the sin of 
attachment is shirk. The maximum of the sin of obeying the anger is murder. The maximum level of following 
the desires is adultery.  

The عباد الرحمن know their boundaries, they don’t approach the origin of these major sins. They are the best of 
people, but they don’t ascribe purity to themselves. The one who feels secure from falling into the sins will slip. 
This also clarifies the doubts about extremists, who look so pious, they pray and fast so much, but they kill and 
maim and pillage. Someone who disturbs even a cat or an ant cannot be from the عباد الرحمن, even if they fast 
and pray abundantly. Don’t be confused or deceived by the deviated examples of people. There is not even a 

touch of Islam in them.  

If they are not committing shirk, surely they have 
perfect tawheed in their hearts. They only make du’a 
to Allah. They have all the worships of the heart. They 
are peaceful people, 
they don’t lose their 
temper even with the 
foolish. Anger is the 
opposite of Islam.  

The first crime on 
earth was murder, a 
result of anger. This 
is the sin which will 
be settled first on the 
Day of Judgement. 
You cannot interfere 
with the process of 
the life of another. 
When you harm 
someone, shout at 
them, point fingers 
at them, you are 
cutting their lives. When there is a crime, the 
authorities will decide upon the punishment, not the 
ordinary people. It is not the right of anyone to kill 

another.  

The right of Allah upon His slaves is that they worship Him alone. The rights of the people is that they are safe 
from your harm. The rights of the nafs is that it is not compelled to follow desires.  

Your boundary is not to commit shirk. Allah will forgive all the sins of He wants, except shirk and kufr and nifaq. 
When you call Allah alone, you feel so much peace and tranquility; you are not disturbed, and you are 
honoured.  

The people should be safe with you, comforted by your words. The عباد الرحمن are very approachable, they will 
not point out the faults of people, or expose their sins. People are uneasy with someone who criticizes them. 
The عباد الرحمن are tough with themselves, but soft with others. They are so afraid of themselves that they 
worship in the darkness of the night.  

When you follow your desires, you will do whatever you want. Whether 
the desire is to do some action, such as committing adultery, or to say 
something sinful or hurtful, it will lead to the hellfire.  

The shaitan can come to a good person, and incite him to fall into sins, 
because the damage in this case is 
more. The one who falls into these 
major sins will face أثاما, a penalty, 
which is explained further.  

The punishment for عباد الرحمن will be 
double for the same sins. They have 
been nurtured and have reached the 
highest level. So their punishment will 
be magnified according to their level.  

Mu'adh bin Jabal رضي هللا عنھ  reported: 
I was riding a pillion with the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا 

  .on a donkey علیھ وسلم
He said :  

يا معاذ هل تدري ما حق اهلل على عباده، وما حق العباد على 
اهلل ؟ 

O Mu'adh, do you know what is the right of Allah upon 
His slaves, and what is the Right of His slaves upon 

Allah? 
 I said: Allah and His Messenger know better.  

Upon this the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم said :  
فإن حق اهلل على العباد أن يعبدوه، وال يشركوا به شيئاً، وحق 

العباد على اهلل أن ال يعذب من ال يشرك به شيئاً 
Allah's Right upon His slaves is that they should 

worship Him Alone and associate nothing with Him; 
and His slaves' right upon Him is that He should not 

punish who does not associate a thing with Him. 
Mu'adh said : oh Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم , 

shall I give the glad tidings to people? 
He said :  

ال تبشرهم فيتكلوا 
Do not tell them this good news for they will depend on 

it alone.  
متفق علیھ ، ریاض الصالحین ، كتاب #1، حدیث 426# 

Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari رضي هللا 
 :reported عنھ

I said :  
يا رسول اهلل أي املسلمني أفضل؟ 

Oh Messenger of Allah صلى هللا 
 who is the most علیھ وسلم

excellent among the 
Muslims? 
He said :  

من سلم املسلمون من لسانه ويده 
One from whose tongue and 
hands the other Muslims are 

secure. 
متفق علیھ ، ریاض الصالحین ، كتاب 

#18، حدیث 1512# 

Abu Hurairah رضي هللا عنھ narrated 
that the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا 
 was asked about that for علیھ وسلم
which people are admitted into 
Paradise the most, so he said :  

تَْقوَى اهللَِّ َوُحْسُن اْلُخُلقِ 
Taqwa of Allah, and good character. 

And he was asked about that for 
which people are admitted into the 

Fire the most, and he said:  
اْلفَُم َواْلفَْرجُ 

The mouth and the private parts. 
جامع الترمذي ، حدیث # 2004 

يَُضاَعْف َلُه اْلَعذَاُب يَوَْم 
اْلِقيَاَمِة َويَْخُلْد ِفيِه ُمَهانًا 
Multiplied for him is the 

punishment on the Day of 
Resurrection, and he will 
abide therein humiliated  

25:69 



Their punishment will be physical and emotional; they will be 
humiliated. It is not acceptable for them to behave this way. No one 
can be secure from falling into sins, so be alert, and focus on staying 
away from the very foundation of all the major and minor sins.  

 


