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The root of all bad traits is denial. The 
word عتل means having a hard heart, 
which will repel others, even if the 
person is seen doing a lot of worship.  

Someone who is weak and soft is 
better 
than  
someone who is harsh and hard hearted. 
Here the worship is not mentioned, 
because that is so important.  

On top of all these bad characteristics, 
there is something else - زنیم . He is 
recognizable, his manners are an indicator 
of his heart. He is well known, popular, with 
many followers and friends on social 
media, because he is considered ‘cool’ 
because of his bad manners. He 
advertises his sins, and makes them look 

attractive. He also claims a certain lineage, 
which he doesn’t belong to. These signs show his falsehood, Allah mentions in great detail, the people whom 

the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم should not obey.  

He proudly exposes his sins. 
How does he have this 
courage? Because he is 
wealthy, with many children. 
This makes him disobedient 
and arrogant to the truth. He 
indulges in his wealth and 
children, but these will not last. What will remain is only الباقیات 
 the enduring good deeds (18:46). Use your money and ,الصالحات
children for Allah, and 
they will endure.  

This ayah is an example 
of Walid bin Al-Mughira, 
he had a lot of money, 

and 10 sons, and they accompanied him everywhere. He felt secure 
with his money and children.  

If you don’t purify your heart, you can fall into bad character.  

The ayaat 
of the 
Qura’an 
are the 
truth, they 
the signs 
which lead 
to ال إلھ إال هللا.  

When the ayaat of the Qura’an are recited to 
them, instead of accepting them, so that they 
will be reformed, they face them with denial 

and rejection.  

ُعتُلٍّ بَْعَد ذَٰلَِك زَِنيمٍ 
Cruel, moreover, and an 

illegitimate pretender 
68:13

ٍف، لو أْقَسَم  أاَل أُْخِبرُُكْم بأَْهِل الَجنَِّة؟ ُكلُّ َضِعيٍف ُمتََضعِّ

، َجوّاٍظ  عَلى اهللَِّ أَلَبَرَّهُ، أال أُْخِبرُُكْم بأَْهِل النَّاِر: ُكلُّ ُعتُلٍّ
 ُمْستَْكِبٍر

May I tell you of the people of Paradise? Every 
weak and poor obscure person whom the 

people look down upon but his oath is fulfilled by 
Allah when he takes an oath to do something. 
And may I inform you of the people of the Hell-
Fire? They are all those violent, arrogant and 

stubborn people." 
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أَن َكاَن ذَا َماٍل َوبَِننَي 
Because he is a possessor of 

wealth and children 
68:14

إِذَا تُتَْلىٰ َعَليِْه آيَاتُنَا َقاَل أََساِطيُر 
اأْلَوَّلنَِي 

When Our verses are recited 
to him, he says : Legends of 

the former peoples 
68:15 



The ayaat of the Qura’an will take you to the highest level, but the one who denies them puts obstacles in the 
way with his statement, when he calls them legends of the past, with no truth in them. The word أساطیر is plural 
for أسطورة, derived from َسَطَر, to write senseless words on lines. The Qura’an is not stories, it is based on solid 
evidence. The stories can be truthful or but the Qura’an is all the truth, consisting of all the very best.  

Bad manners are 
very obviously bad, 
so the recompense 
for bad conduct 
also very apparent 
and humiliating. 

He poses as a very cool character, so, as 
recompense, he will be branded on the Day of 
Judgement. This brand will be placed on his nose, 
which will look like the snout of a pig, or a trunk of an 
elephant. Both are very apparent. Everyone will see 
this logo on his nose, like a designer brand.  

The Quraysh were tested by the decree, just as the people of the garden, 
who faced with a very exhausting situation, which drained them of all energy. 

The word بلى 
means gone, 
whether ruined 
or destroyed.  

Their test with 
the wealth and 
children 
already 
destroyed them. Allah tests with goodness and 
hardship. The test of goodness is more difficult, 
and the arrogance will exhaust a person. This is 
different from the situation when a decree 
comes, and you have to be patient.  

This same kind of exhausting test was sent to 
the people of the garden. Allah tested them 
wealth and children, and gave them time. This 

was إستد اج, being led into destruction, not to 
honour them. Your value is when Allah guides you to the deen and knowledge. Anything related to the akhirah 
shows the love of Allah. Money and children is dunya, so don’t think that you are deprived if you don’t have 
them. Money and children can be a test, so if you have them, be cautious.  

There was a man who had a garden, with fruit trees, and he always shared his harvest with the needy and 
poor. Every time, the poor would wait for their share in the garden. When he died, his sons became greedy, 
and decided not to share the harvest with the poor. Your faith shows with your manners, whether you think of 
others or are selfish.The time of harvest came, and they knew that the poor would wait outside for their share, 
so they took an oath, and this shows how serious they were in their intention. They swore that they would 
harvest the fruit when it was ripe, in the early morning. They were confident in their oath, and felt that they 
were in control of the situation, and that no one could stop them.  

They decided they would make no exceptions, no one 
would get a share of the harvest. Whatever we have is 
from Allah, we don’t own anything. They were so 
confident of their actions. The poor and needy couldn’t 
force them, nor show their distress. So they planned to 
pick the fruit from before, and hide it.  

َسنَِسُمُه َعَلى اْلُخرْطُومِ 
We will brand him upon the 

snout 
68:16 

إِنَّا بََلوْنَاُهْم َكَما بََلوْنَا أَْصَحاَب 
اْلَجنَِّة إِذْ أَْقَسُموا َليَْصرُِمنََّها 

ُمْصِبِحنَي 
Indeed, We have tried them 
as We tried the companions 

of the garden, when they 
swore to cut its fruit in the 

[early] morning 
68:17 

واََل يَْستَثْنُوَن 
Without making exception 

68:18 


