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Allah gave a brief message to Musa علیھ السالم, to go to the wrong doers. He was not kept in suspense about 
what to expect, so that he would be emotionally ready to deal with them.  

Who were the wrong doers? The people of Firawn. This was the target 
group. This is how marketing works as well. They will target a specific group, 
and use the approach which suits them.  

Allah guided Musa علیھ السالم step by step, so he didn’t need to plan his 
strategy, or have the information from before, but this is for us to learn. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ و سلم used this strategy too, when he sent a 
delegation; he would inform them of the target group, and the steps to go forward. You must know your 
audience. Nowadays marketing and media has become a science, in which they study the psychology of the 
people, and even the use of colours is not random.  

The message is worded differently. It is not اتق هللا, a command, but أال یتقون, in the form of a question. Didn’t they 
have taqwa? Why didn’t they? The nation of Firawn were transgressors, they worshipped Firawn. So the right 
command for them was taqwa. The approach was a question. Taqwa is to protect yourself. Do they not want 
this protection? Are they not cautious? This is such a proper question. Ibrahim علیھ السالم used the same 
approach for his guests when he asked them       أال تأكلون ? Will you not eat? (51:27)  

Taqwa is a vast concept, so it’s approach was also vast. The approach of Musa علیھ السالم touched Firawn, but 
he didn’t let it show, because he was arrogant. In Surah Taha, Allah instructed Musa and Harun علیھما السالم to 
speak gently with Firawn          ًنا   .And speak to him with gentle speech (20:44)          َفقُوَال َلُھ َقْوًال لَّیِّ

Don’t you want safety and security? This is taqwa, a fortress. This question would make them think, it was a 
soft approach. Musa علیھ السالم had to be clear with the message, with the plan of action, and his own 
involvement, his feelings and capability. He was on duty, but he didn’t have to be like a rock. Instead, he had to 
be soft, full of mercy, but irresistible. Physical power and feelings are both important. This was his first meeting 
with Allah, and he was assigned with a great task. The whole situation was so overwhelming. Musa علیھ السالم 
had the courage to speak about his fear. Don’t deny your fear. Allah considers your feelings. There are 
legislations in the Qura’an based on fear          َوإِِن اْمَرأَةٌ َخاَفْت ِمن َبْعلَِھا ُنُشوًزا أَْو إِْعَراًضا َفَال ُجَناَح َعَلْیِھَما أَن ُیْصلَِحا َبْیَنُھَما ُصْلًحا 
And if a woman fears from her husband contempt or evasion, there is no sin upon them if they make terms of settlement 
between them (4:128).  

The fear is a protection. Allah gave us this feeling for protection. Taqwa is also a kind of fear. Usually you don’t 
admit that you are afraid. Musa علیھ السالم was the man, 40 years old, he had killed a man, he lived with Firawn  
for 30 years. He must have been so strong. He needed 10 years alone with the sheep to remove the effect of 
the 30 years with Firawn. So don’t be afraid to say that you’re afraid. Don’t underestimate the feeling of fear. 
Deal with it instead of suppressing it. It is not easy to disclose feelings, specially of fear. Do not also make 
feelings a subject of mockery. Fear is a protection, It stops us from so much wrong.  

Musa علیھ السالم addresses Allah as Ar-Rabb, He is reforming him by this situation. The Reformer knows our 
feelings. Allah knew Musa علیھ السالم was afraid, and this whole situation was so that we learn to express our 
feelings. It is okay to see that you are afraid, it will cheer you more and in a better way. It also shows that you 
are human and not stone. 

When Musa علیھ السالم said إني أخاف, It was not an objection, or a refusal. He 
wanted to clarify this fear, so that he could be stronger and more motivated, 
not as an excuse to get away from it. He made it clear what he was afraid of, 
that they would deny the message, and bely him. The Messenger of Allah 
 was sad when he was belied by the disbelievers. Moosa صلى هللا علیھ و سلم
wasn’t there yet, but he feared the future, that they would reject the message 
he would carry to them. When a new task is given to you, you are afraid of 
failing, so he was afraid that he would not be able to convey the message 
clearly.  

He had a reason; he had a temper. He had left Egypt because he killed a man out of anger. His brother Harun 
 was elder and softer, he didn’t kill anyone, and he was eloquent. But he was not chosen as the علیھ السالم

َقوَْم ِفرَْعوَْن ۚ أاََل يَتَُّقوَن 
The people of Pharaoh. 
Will they not fear Allah ? 

26:11

َقاَل رَبِّ إِنِّي أََخاُف أَن 
يَُكذِّبُوِن 

He said, "My Lord, indeed I 
fear that they will deny me 

26:12



leading prophet by Allah. Musa علیھ السالم was chosen, angry, a killer, with a speech impediment. So it was 
logically  imminent that he would not be believed when he went back to Egypt and preached to Firawn.  

His du’a is not mentioned in this Surah, but for sure after the conversation, 
Allah inspired the du’a. So he was afraid, that his chest would tighten. The 
chest is the place of feelings, and becomes vast and constricted by feelings. 
So he was afraid it would be tight in the future, when confronted with the 
situation. If the chest is cast, you are able to go forward. If it is constricted by 
sadness or fear, you feel you cannot breathe. Musa  علیھ السالم was afraid his 
chest would constrict when the people belied him, and he would not be able 
to speak. When your chest is open, you can climb mountains. 

For the messengers, شرح الصدر, an open and vast chest, is important, so that 
they can preach. If the chest is tightened, by the unkind words of people, the 
tongue will not be able to انطلق, such a descriptive word, spew bullets, speak words which will hit the target.  

َويَِضيقُ َصْدِري واََل يَنطَلِقُ 
لَِساِني فَأَرِْسْل إَِلىٰ َهاُروَن 

And that my breast will 
tighten and my tongue will 
not be fluent, so send for 

Aaron 
26:13 


