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Surah Taha and Surah Ash-Shu’ara’ both tell the story of Musa علیھ السالم, they are like mirrors. In Surah Taha, 
there is more detail mentioned. In Surah Ash-Shu’ara’ the command is given straight away. Between نادى and 
 there is so much detail, which is mentioned in Surah Taha, which is about the opening of the chest. Surah ,ائت
Ash-Shu’ara’ is about the media, the public, so all the personal details are not mentioned, so the message is 
short and to the point. Stories make people emotional, so they would not focus on the message. So for the 
public, the command is mentioned in brief, and on a personal level, in Surah Taha, it is so full of details. The 

same conversation is brought to us in different ways. This is learning for us 
and only Allah can do it.  

With Allah, there is always a new aspect for everything. The tone is very 
business like and brisk in Ash-Shu’ara’. In Taha, Musa علیھ السالم makes du’a 
straight away. Taha sets the mood with the detailed conversation between 
Allah and Musa علیھ السالم. His fear is not mentioned, because the scene was 
so soft. In Ash-Shu’ara’, it is mentioned, because the tone is more brisk.  

When the chest is tight, the words are not 
eloquent, whether because of his speech 
impediment, or a lack of eloquence. Firawn 
was very eloquent and diplomatic, an evil 
influencer. He was so convincing, he led 
everyone into the sea. So Musa علیھ السالم 
confessed that he was not up to the 
standard of Firawn. He knew Firawn well, 
and Firawn knew him. So Musa asked Allah 

to send Harun with him. The fact that Harun 
was his brother was not mentioned in this surah, but in Taha it was 

mentioned, and also the whole plan was 
related by Musa in great detail.  

What is more fearful, to be killed or not being able to speak eloquently? Of 
course being killed. Musa علیھ السالم didn’t mention that first, but opened up 
slowly. He gave the main reason for his fear. He had killed an Egyptian, and 
escaped, and he was afraid that if he went back he would be arrested and 
killed. He didn’t mention his crime, just said generally that he had committed 
a sin in Egypt. So this Surah tells you what 
to say, and how, and how much. He didn’t 
expose his sin. The people who carry the 

message of Allah think about what to say and what to omit.  

In Surah Taha, Allah mentions the console for Musa and Harun علیھما السالم in 
detail. In Surah Ash-Shu’ara’, it is again brief and business like, when Allah 
says كال, it is not as you think, they will not kill you. You must follow the 
command, you must go to Firawn, even if you are afraid. Allah will ease your 
matters.  

َواْجَعل لِّي َوِزيرًا مِّْن أَْهلِي 
And appoint for me a minister 

from my family  
َهاُروَن أَِخي 

Aaron, my brother 
اْشُدْد ِبِه أَزِْري 

Increase through him my 
strength 

َوأَْشرِْكُه ِفي أَْمِري 
And let him share my task 

َكيْ نَُسبَِّحَك َكِثيرًا 
That we may exalt You much 

َونَذُْكرََك َكِثيرًا 
And remember You much 

سورة طھ  
20:29-34

َوأَِخي َهاُروُن ُهوَ أَفَْصحُ ِمنِّي لَِسانًا 
فَأَرِْسْلُه َمِعيَ رِْدًءا يَُصدُِّقِني ۖ إِنِّي 

أََخاُف أَن يَُكذِّبُوِن 
And my brother Aaron is more 

fluent than me in tongue, so send 
him with me as support, verifying 
me. Indeed, I fear that they will 

deny me 
سورة القصص  

28:34 

َوَلُهْم َعَليَّ ذَنٌب فَأََخاُف أَن 
يَْقتُُلوِن 

And they have upon me a 
[claim due to] sin, so I fear 

that they will kill me 
26:14

َقاَل َكالَّ ۖ فَاذَْهبَا ِبآيَاِتنَا ۖ إِنَّا 
َمَعُكم مُّْستَِمُعوَن 

[ Allah ] said : No. Go both 
of you with Our signs; 

indeed, We are with you, 
listening 

26:15 


