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What is the impact of that message of Musa علیھ السالم? Asking forgiveness, repentance. The magicians were so 
overwhelmed with the truth, it could not be brushed off. So they fell into sujood. When the message comes, it 
cannot be resisted. So they confessed their belief with actions and words. When falsehood becomes intense, 
the truth is brought with more intense feelings. Think of the rain, a tiny seed with sprout. When knowledge 
comes to the heart, it is like an electric shock, sparks in 
the heart. The truth came from the same concept as the 
falsehood, the stick, which turned into a snake. This shook 
their hearts, so that they couldn’t resist it. This is نور هللا, the 
light of Allah in the hearts. 

When you want forgiveness, hope and desire that Allah 
forgives you, He appreciate these feelings. This feeling 
intensified after the threat of Firawn. When falsehood 
comes, the truth intensifies in your heart. This is explained 
by the fact that Allah is the Irresistible, the Most Merciful. 
This shows you that it is the might of Allah, which makes 
things happen, for you to be showered with His mercy. 
The magicians were so wicked and evil, but they softened 
so much, that they repented. Different phases in life come, 
different colours.  

The arguments of the disbelievers are actually blood for the people of the truth. Allah shows His might through 
the decree, to give strength to the truth. If Firawn had not threatened the magicians, they would not have Ben 
driven to repent. So he supported the truth and the da’wah unknowingly. The belief of the magicians became 
more defined. When faith increases, you feel a greater need for forgiveness and repentance. This is the 
highest level of faith. Repentance is the goal, which Allah loves. You love purification. This is istighfar, you are 
purifying yourself for Allah.  

The threat of Firawn brought to their mind that this was just dunya. They projected the tangible to the akhirah. 
This punishment was only by a man. Imagine the punishment of Allah. This was the culmination of the failure 
of the contract with Firawn, but what about the contract with Allah? They didn’t fulfill only one thing for Firawn, 
and he was so angry. What about all the acts of disobedience to Allah? Allah shows you the severity of your 
sins, by the sins of others. Disobeying Firawn was not disobedience, but disobedience to Allah is a great sign. 

Firawn accused them of not respecting him, and believing without taking his permission. But everything in the 
universe is by the permission of Allah alone. Firawn claimed all the qualities of Divinity. He was a ruler, but he 
went beyond his boundaries. A ruler should be consulted for dunya matters, but for belief, you don’t need 
anyone’s permission. It is very personal. The magicians made sujood, but he didn’t mention that. He had a 
problem with their words of submission, which irritated and offended him. He wanted small clones of himself, 
not only followers. He wanted everyone to be an influencer. So he was offended by their bravery, when they 
confessed their belief.  

Firawn said لھ, alluding that their belief was for Musa, not any higher authority. He wanted to bring the situation 
down. They realized that Firawn was accounting them, and this brought the concept of accounts with Allah to 
their minds. What will they say to Allah when He will question them on the Day of Judgement? Firawn now  
realized the mess he had created. He tried to explain it by saying Musa taught them the magic, he was their  
teacher, and they were following him. The loyalty that the magicians felt for Firawn became zero now that they 
were opposing him. When would Musa have taught them? For 30 years he was in the palace, with no access 
to magic. Then for 10 years he was out of the country. But falsehood will try to justify itself.  

So Firawn tried to frighten them, saying that they would know the consequences of disobeying him. He wanted 
to show them his power, so he promised them a cruel and severe punishment. He proposed cutting their 
hands and feet from the opposite sides, and crucifying them by nailing them to date palm trees (20:70-73). 
Again he unwittingly planted the notion of the punishment of Allah in their minds, about its severity and 
continuity. The punishment of Firawn or the punishment of Allah? The punishment of Allah is more severe and 
etrnal. Firawn would torture them, and they will die, and it would be finished. But the punishment of Allah is 
eternal. This is how Allah taught these evil people, and in the end they were purified.  

َقاَل آَمنتُْم َلُه َقبَْل أَْن آذََن َلُكْم ۖ إِنَُّه َلَكِبيرُُكُم الَِّذي َعلََّمُكُم 
ْحَر فََلَسوَْف تَْعَلُموَن ۚ أَلَُقطَِّعنَّ أَيِْديَُكْم َوأَرُْجَلُكم مِّْن  السِّ

ِخاَلٍف وأََلَُصلِّبَنَُّكْم أَْجَمِعنَي 
[Pharaoh] said : You believed Moses before I 

gave you permission. Indeed, he is your 
leader who has taught you magic, but you are 
going to know. I will surely cut off your hands 

and your feet on opposite sides, and I will 
surely crucify you all 

26:49 



The magicians expressed their true feelings. They were inspired not to be 
affected at all. They didn’t care about Firawn and his punishment. They didn’t 
want anything to do with his reward, they were not afraid of his torture. They 
had tasted the sweetness of faith. Humans didn’t matter anymore. This 
sweetness overwhelmed all other feelings. 

People may mock you, make fun of you, dispute with you, but you are 
numbed to everything. This pleasure deflects any worldly harm. ال ضیر, we 
don’t care, do what you want, kill us, we will return to our Rabb, we will enjoy 
the closeness to Him. This was the same for Aasia, when she was being 

tortured by the henchmen of Firawn, she didn’t care, she could see her house in Jannah.  

The magicians now called Allah ربنا, their Rabb, not only the Rabb of Musa 
and Harun. They were inspired by the words of Firawn. This is our Rabb, we 
want to go back to Him. Firawn was playing a doomed game. No one cared 
for him, not his wife, nor his magicians. He didn’t know how to care for 
people, he only forced them to follow him by making them afraid of him. Their 
tone changed completely. 

The magicians also believed in the Day of Judgement, when they would be 
resurrected. Their faith was complete. The joy of returning to Allah is similar 
to the joy when you are travelling and return home. Imagine returning to 
Allah, whom you love. They realized they were miserable all these years when they were detached from Allah. 
They returned with tawbah. They longed for forgiveness. Tawbah and istighfar have a pleasure which is not 
equal to anything else. They had been forced to perform the magic by Firawn (20:73).  

They were in utter darkness, and the might of Allah removed the fog from their eyes, to make them realize this. 
They professed to be the first amongst the believers. They wanted forgiveness because they believed in Allah. 
The impact of faith is the longing for forgiveness. The more you know about Allah, the more He shows you 
your sins, so that you may repent. 

َقاُلوا اَل َضيَْر ۖ إِنَّا إَِلىٰ َربِّنَا 
ُمنَقلِبُوَن 

They said : No harm. 
Indeed, to our Lord we will 

return 
26:50

إِنَّا نَطَْمعُ أَن يَْغِفَر َلنَا َربُّنَا 
َل امْلُؤِْمِننَي  َخطَايَانَا أَن ُكنَّا أَوَّ
Indeed, we aspire that our 
Lord will forgive us our sins 
because we were the first 

of the believers 
26:51 


