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Allah is العزیز, the All Mighty, the Irresistible, but He is also الرحیم, the Merciful, the One with a special mercy for 
the believers. Firawn resisted the might of Allah, and was shown more and more signs, again and again. But 
he did not accept. The more you accept the signs of Allah, the more irresistible mercy comes your way. Allah  
can make things happen without you even thinking of them, making you inherit gardens and treasures and  
palaces, without any effort. If you believe in Allah, anything can happen. The One who made the magicians 
prostrate can do anything else.  

This is just one sign, but the majority of the people will not believe. Allah wants everyone to surrender to His 
might, but He doesn’t force anyone, although He can. If anyone wants, He is Near, only for the one who asks. 
This is a beautiful approach. Allah doesn’t want forced belief.  

Firawn drove all his people to the hellfire, because of his desires. It was afraid for himself, so he dragged 
everyone with him.   

Musa علیھ السالم and the Bani Israeel left at night, but Firawn followed them in 
the morning. This is strange, because he found out soon after they escaped. 
But he waited until sunrise and rode towards the west, which was the 
direction Bani Israeel took.  

Why did he wait? To show his arrogance, that he was not afraid. He created 
a heroic scene, riding towards the sunrise, following his slaves, in full view of 
everybody. He wanted to show that he was in no hurry, they were not important, he could get them whenever 
he wanted. He knew they would be trapped at the edge of the Red Sea.  

He kept contradicting himself. First he created a sense of urgency, convincing the people that the Bani Israeel  
had to be stopped immediately, and then he delayed their departure, so that the Bani Israeel would be scared. 
Allah had informed Musa علیھ السالم that they would be followed. 

The Bani Israeel were very few in number, as compared to Firawn and his 
army. So they were terrified of them. They were trapped by the sea on one 
side and the on the on the other. There were no means of escape. Allah 
wanted to show His Irresistible mercy, brought without any means. The Bani 
Israeel thought this was their end. When you have means you incline to 
them, but without means you have tawakkul. Allah chooses the best time. 
Both groups were so close they could see each other. 

Allah didn’t mention the future misbehaviour of Bani Israeel, here they are 
called the companions of Musa علیھ السالم. These are the same Bani Israeel 
who went on to worship the golden calf, and gave their prophet so much 
grief. But at that time they were obedient, and were living under oppression 

for so many centuries. Allah appreciated their goodness at that time. We must respect and love them here in 
this surah because that is what Allah wants.  

Allah inspired Musa, don’t lose hope, you will survive. There is no way Allah 
will leave you, after taking you so far. The One who gave us all this 
irresistible mercy will not let us die this humiliating death at the hands of 
Firawn, or by drowning. We will not be caught, nor will we drown. This cannot 
be the end. Ignore your logic, and the danger that you can see around you. 
Don’t make conclusions and predictions.  

Musa was so confident, this is tawakkul. Direct all your senses to rely on 
Allah. Musa knew he was the main character, and if he survived, all would be 
fine. So he stressed that his Rabb was with him. He is the One who nurtured and reformed him, and supported 
him through all the tribulations. For sure Allah would not leave him now. Allah will never leave anyone who is 
so sure that He would save him. Your relationship with alarm is must be full of love and trust, support and 
victory. 

Allah will surely guide him about what to do instantly, at the moment. He had no means, no plan in place. But  

فَأَتْبَُعوُهم مُّْشرِِقنَي 
So they pursued them at 

sunrise 
26:60

ا تَرَاَءى اْلَجْمَعاِن َقاَل  فََلمَّ
أَْصَحاُب ُموَسىٰ إِنَّا مَلُْدرَُكوَن 

And when the two 
companies saw one 

another, the companions of 
Moses said : Indeed, we 

are to be overtaken! 
26:61 

َقاَل َكالَّ ۖ إِنَّ َمِعيَ َربِّي َسيَْهِديِن 
[Moses] said : No! Indeed, 
with me is my Lord; He will 

guide me 
26:62



Musa was sure Allah would show him the way of salvation. This speech of Musa gave firmness to the people. 

Everyone may not feel this companionship of Allah, which is why Musa didn’t say that Allah was close to all of 
them but he said my Rabb is near me. This is the might of Allah. Musa did not beg them. He showed his 
reliance to Allah. He was so confident Allah would show him what to do. This guidance was not something 
normal. It came with means which he had in your hand, his staff.  

Allah inspired Musa علیھ السالم at the last moment. They would be saved, just 
as Musa had predicted. Don’t ever give up on Allah, always be confident of 
 This wahi was a feeling, a strong sense of action in his heart, to .العزیز الرحیم
do something so unusual. Strike the sea with your stick. This is a useless and 
senseless action, but it was only a means. It is the same as when Allah 
inspired Maryam علیھا السالم to shake the date palm; it made no sense. But 
these means will work because Allah willed them to work.  

What happened when Musa علیھ السالم struck the surface of the sea with his 
staff? The sea split ! This was salvation for the Bani Israeel. The water 
remained the water, but it’s characteristic changed, it was not flowing any 
more. It parted to become two cliffs on either side of the path which was 
created, both sides as large as mountains. Not only did it split, it parted to 

make 12 pathways, one for each tribe of the Bani Israeel, in accordance with the 12 sons of Ya’qub علیھ السالم, 
which is where they originated from.  

Imagine 24 mountains of transparent water side by side. Think of an aquarium, with an underwater tunnel, 
except that the water was held back without any glass. This was the Red Sea. The people waking in their 
respective pathways could see the others on their pathways.  

The sea bed was dry, not muddy and wet and slippery. Only Allah can make these miracles happen. 
Everything submits to Allah. He is the One who made the fire cool for Ibrahim علیھ السالم. He is the One who 
made the water stop flowing for Musa علیھ السالم.  

There was no confusion, each tribe took their path, and crossed the sea. This is the guidance of العریز الرحیم. 
When you trust His guidance, He will make a path for you in the middle of the sea.  

Firawn was this miracle with his eyes, he was following them. If he had used his intelligence even a little bit, he 
would have been so afraid and submitted on the spot. But instead, he led his people into the sea, to their 
destruction. Salvation for one group can be destruction for another. Guidance for one can be misguidance for 
the other.  

Allah kept the sea parted for Firawn and his army. They went into the sea, 
through the pathways. They were deceived into thinking they could catch the 
Bani Israeel.  

Musa and the Bani Israeel were saved. Not a single person drowned. They 
obeyed the instructions of Musa علیھ السالم and crossed the sea safely.  

All those who weren’t with Musa علیھ السالم are called آخرین, the others, they 
were unimportant. All of them were drowned. Not a single person was saved. 
The body of Firawn was thrown on shore by the water, obeying the command 
of Allah. This was mummified and is preserved to this day, displayed in a 
museum, as a lesson for the people. The mighty ruler, humiliated in death. 

No one imagined Firawn could die, he was 
considered a god by his people.  

When he saw his death was imminent, he quickly submitted to Allah, saying 
he believed in the Lord of Musa and Harun. Even at that last moment in life, 
his arrogance was intact. His tongue was blocked from uttering the word 
Allah.  

This is all a sign of Allah. But not everyone will believe, even though iy is so 
clear and great. This is because their hearts are corrupted.  

Allah is the All Mighty, the Irresistible. No one can withstand His might. At the 
same time, He shows so much mercy to those who submit to Him.  

فَأَْوَحيْنَا إَِلىٰ ُموَسىٰ أَِن اْضرِب 
بَِّعَصاَك اْلبَْحَر ۖ فَانفََلقَ فََكاَن ُكلُّ 

ِفْرقٍ َكالطَّوِْد اْلَعِظيمِ 
Then We inspired to Moses 
: "Strike with your staff the 

sea", and it parted, and 
each portion was like a 
great towering mountain 

26:63

َوأَزَْلفْنَا ثَمَّ اآْلَخِريَن 
And We advanced thereto 

the pursuers 
َوأَنَجيْنَا ُموَسىٰ َوَمن مََّعُه 

أَْجَمِعنَي 
And We saved Moses and 
those with him, all together 

ثُمَّ أَْغرَْقنَا اآْلَخِريَن 
Then We drowned the 

others 
26:64-66 

إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك آَليًَة ۖ َوَما َكاَن 
أَْكثَرُُهم مُّؤِْمِننَي 

Indeed in that is a sign, but 
most of them were not to 

be believers 
َوإِنَّ َربََّك َلُهوَ اْلَعِزيزُ الرَِّحيُم 

And indeed, your Lord - He 
is the Exalted in Might, the 

Merciful 
26:67-68 


