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A different scene opens with the story of Ibrahim علیھ السالم. His people were idol worshippers, following blindly 
in the footsteps of their forefathers. They were in misguidance because they were stubborn, they didn’t want to 
change, to make their own choice, backed by evidence.  

We inherit rituals and customs, and the way of life, from our parents. This can be good if it’s right, and bad if it 
is wrong. The forefathers wield immense influence upon us. A person may not be fully convinced, but they will 
do whatever he saw his forefathers blindly, because it is custom. Religion cannot be inherited, it must be 
understood and be based on evidence. Educate your children regarding the correct rituals of the deen, but 
always connect them to Allah. Show them how to pray, and tell them why.  

Ibrahim علیھ السالم debated with his people in a very simple and comprehensive way. His description of رب العالمین 
is very simple, different from Musa علیھ السالم, because he was dealing with people with a very basic thought 
process, whereas Musa was dealing with Firawn, a very intelligent tyrant, who claimed divinity.  

The way the story of Ibrahim علیھ السالم is related is different from the other 
stories. He was أبو األنبیاء, the father of all the messengers, and the ancestor of 
the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم, and He resembled Ibrahim علیھ السالم. 
Ibrahim علیھ السالم also holds the title of خلیل هللا, a very close and special friend 
of Allah. He was very privileged. So Allah gave the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا 
 .refers to a great news نبأ the honour of reciting the story. The word علیھ وسلم
This is a way of grabbing the attention, copied by the media, when they say 
something is breaking news.  

Ibrahim علیھ السالم initiated the debate. They were his family and his people. 
His father was a idol maker, and he had so many rights upon Ibrahim. Start 
da’wah with your family. Make them your priority.  

So Ibrahim began by saying to them ما تعبدون, what do you worship? He had to 
be tactful, and talk to them in a way which was wouldn’t offend them, but 
make them think. This is why he posed his da’wah with a short and simple 
question. He didn’t say من, who, or ذا, which would add value to the question. 

The omission of the suffix ذا has a hidden message, that their actions have no 
value. He wanted to initiate their curiosity. Sometimes people will do things unthinkingly, so the question would 
make them think.  

This question is for denial - how can you worship someone rather than Allah? He didn’t want to put them down, 
or malign them, as this would make them close their minds. Every word has an impact, and the media applies 
this technique.  

َواتُْل َعَليِْهْم نَبَأَ إِبْرَاِهيَم 
And recite to them the 

news of Abraham 
26:69

إِذْ َقاَل أِلَِبيِه َوَقوِْمِه َما تَْعبُُدوَن 
When he said to his father 
and his people : What do 

you worship? 
26:70 


