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Allah takes you from one scene to the next, from one story to the next, with well structured transitions. You are 
immersed in one story after another, different stories, different beginnings, but all wrapped up with the same 
conclusion. 

The majority of the people don’t believe in the ayaat. The choice is yours. This makes you think why don’t 
people believe? This show that the problem is in the people. The end is addressed to the Messenger of Allah 
 You see His might with the disbelievers, and a special mercy for those  .العزیز الحكیم your Rabb is ,صلى هللا علیھ و سلم
who surrender to Him. 

Ibrahim علیھ السالم is not like anyone else, so the introduction is very strong, grabbing the attention of the people. 
You cannot see many miracles in his story, but it is the most interesting and amazing. His debate is directed to 
simple people, not Firawn or the Bani Israeel, and the magicians. The people to whom he was sent has a very 
basic way of thinking, they were idol worshipers. This was his mission.  

He is خلیل هللا, a special and close friend of Allah. Don’t deal with his story as if it is ordinary. It is distinct from the 
others, he is more honoured, and this is the choice of Allah. Don’t compare the messengers. You may find the 
story of Musa علیھ السالم more interesting, with more miracles, but the story of Ibrahim علیھ السالم is also amazing, 
even if it doesn’t have obvious miracles. The position of Ibrahim علیھ السالم is higher that Musa علیھ السالم.  

The people of Ibrahim علیھ السالم were worshipping idols for generations, and this made them like stone too. 
When you learn the names of Allah, this upgrades you, because you are connecting with the Perfect One. 
Dealing with stone every day made them so rigid and stubborn. They didn’t have much to say. They were as 
stone, what could be interesting about stone? They had a limited intelligence. خلیل هللا, so honoured and high in 
position and intellect, was sent for these people, so low. But he connected with them. He made his speech so 
simple to suit their intellect.  

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم could communicate with different ranges of people. He had the best 
qualities of all the messengers, all the best miracles. But he lived for a short time.  

The question and answer form is a simple approach, it is effective for 
grabbing attention, to make them think. They were blindly copying their 
ancestors, they were not confident. 

So they replied that they were worshipping idols. They called them أصناما, the 
plural for صنم, which are statues which are hung, or placed on platforms. They 
can also be anything which is worshipped rather than Allah. Shirk in the form 
of idol worship was invented by the people of Nuh علیھ السالم, with pictures of 
pious people who had passed away, displayed so that they would be 
reminded of good deeds.  

Ibrahim علیھ السالم asked them who they worshipped, and they gave an answer, but then they added more 
information, to show the stubbornness. They said that they would continue to devote themselves to this idols. 
They would serve the idols day and night. Allah brings someone to make a person admit his wrong behaviour.  

The word نظل is derived from ظل, shade. It means anything which happens in the morning, continuously. They 
did their worship in the morning. This is the prime time, used by them for such a low activity. Their added 

information was not smart. They tied the noose tighter around 
their necks. They were showing loyalty, but it showed that 
there were of low intellect and were wasting their time.  

People add things to show pride, and confidence. So they 
proudly emphasized their actions. They would continue to 
devote themselves to their idols. The forefathers wield a lot of 
influence.  

Ibrahim علیھ السالم was inspired on the spot about what to say. 
He emphasized hearing, benefiting and harming. You are 
worshipping idols, what do you get in return? There must be 

َقاُلوا نَْعبُُد أَْصنَاًما فَنَظَلُّ َلَها 
َعاِكِفنَي 

They said : We worship 
idols and remain to them 

devoted 
26:71



something you get that you devote yourselves to them.  

All of the points he mentioned are صفات الربوبیة, characteristics of Lordship, 
very basic qualities, needed for someone who is worshipped. If they don’t 
have these qualities, they don’t deserve even an iota of your devotion. 

The first characteristic that Ibrahim علیھ السالم mentioned is hearing. Do the 
idols hear you when you call them? The answer is no. Allah not only listens to 

you He responds. He is السمیع, the All Hearer. He hears and feels everything that you say, and also things which 
are within you. Sometimes you have a tiny thought in your heart, you wish it, and Allah makes it happen. This 
is positive hearing. The idols don’t have this basic quality. 

Ibrahim علیھ السالم used a few words to bring forth so many points. Instead of saying do they protect, sustain, 
provide, etc, he used the word benefit. Do the idols benefit you? Do they give 
you some advantage? Ibrahim didn’t want to crowd them with too many 
words, so he kept it simple.  

Benefit and harm is only in the hands of Allah. He is النافع الضار. You will benefit 
from the means only of Allah wills it. Will they benefit you in some way? Will 
they protect you in some way? Can they harm you? The answer is obviously 
no. So they are useless, a waste of time, like لغو, useless pursuits.  

When Ibrahim علیھ السالم broke the idols, leaving the biggest one intact, he told 
them to ask the remaining idol what happened. At that, they actually admitted that the idol couldn’t speak 
(21:63-64). They needed someone to dig the truth out of them.  

They answered, but their answer only showed their foolishness. They didn’t 
want to think too deeply, they just wanted to remain in their comfort zone. So 
they answered that they were doing what their ancestors did.  

It’s the same as the Egyptians, who followed Firawn blindly. The people of 
Ibrahim علیھ السالم followed the rituals of tradition and culture blindly and 
unthinkingly. Alla worship must be based on evidence. The majority of the 
people do this, they follow power, customs, culture, their forefathers. The 
story of Ibrahim is a continuation of the story of Musa, it gives the solution for 

blind following.  

They didn’t have any other explanations, so Ibrahim seized the opportunity to 
tell them the truth. He mentioned the idols and forefathers again, to show 
them that he was listening and summarizing their doubts for them. This would 
make them more responsive. It is important in da’wah to listen and repeat 
some points. He didn’t use the word idol, he said what they were 
worshipping. This is a good way to debate.  

He called their forefathers primitive, 
outdated. It is so old fashioned to worship idols. This is another thinking 
point, you are really backward when you do shirk. Faith needs to be updated. 
The reminders are to upgrade you. But the reminders never come in the 
same pattern, so that you are irritated, they are always presented in a new 
way, so that your interest is maintained. With faith, you are updated, and 
without it, you are dated.  

Reminders update you to go to Jannah. Idols only make you go around in constricted circles. The problem is 
that most people resist change and update. They don’t want to change.  

Ibrahim علیھ السالم now emphasizes himself. This is another smooth transition. 
He shows firmness. Not only does he not believe in the idols, they are his 
enemies. This is ال إلھ إال هللا, negation and affirmation. Anything which is 
worshipped rather than Allah, be they idols, threads, energy, crystals, they 
are all your enemies. They dint have any divine qualities, and are given a 
false high position by their being worship and attachment.  

Ibrahim was a young boy, but he spoke the truth so firmly. When the truth 
goes to the heart, it makes you firm. They are my enemies, I oppose them, I have no connection with them. I 
only worship رب العالمین. Let them fight me, and try to harm me. They can plot all they want, they will not be able  
to touch me in harm. My Companion, my Trustee, is رب العالمین. He takes care of all the creation in the universe.  

َقاَل َهْل يَْسَمُعونَُكْم إِذْ تَْدُعوَن 
He said, "Do they hear you 

when you supplicate? 
26:72

أَْو يَنفَُعونَُكْم أَْو يَُضرُّوَن 
Or do they benefit you, or 

do they harm? 
26:73 

َقاُلوا بَْل َوَجْدنَا آبَاَءنَا َكذَٰلَِك 
يَفَْعُلوَن 

They said : But we found 
our fathers doing thus 

26:74 

َقاَل أَفَرَأَيْتُم مَّا ُكنتُْم تَْعبُُدوَن 
He said : Then do you see 

what you have been 
worshipping 

26:75 

أَنتُْم َوآبَاؤُُكُم اأْلَْقَدُموَن 
You and your ancient 

forefathers? 
26:76 

فَِإنَُّهْم َعُدوٌّ لِّي إاِلَّ رَبَّ اْلَعامَلنَِي 
Indeed, they are enemies 
to me, except the Lord of 

the worlds 
26:77 



Ibrahim علیھ السالم described 
 in a different way رب العالمین
than Musa علیھ السالم, who had 
to deal with Firawn, an 
intelligent ruler. Ibrahim 
made it very simple, for his 
people, using fundamental 
concepts. His description 
was based on the concept of 
 Lordship, the actions ,الربوبیة
of Allah.  

Identify with رب العالمین, learn 
who He is, by the simple day to day essential actions : creation, guidance, 
provision of food and drink, cure, giving life and death.  

The miracle of Ibrahim علیھ السالم was his way of da’wah, simple and to the 
point, fundamental. Everyone can connect to it. He laid the foundation of 

deen as will as the Ka’abah. The qualities he mentioned can be related to by the most simple people. We 
know all these points, but sometimes it is on pause, because of blind following, so it is taken for granted.  

الَِّذي َخَلَقِني فَُهوَ يَْهِديِن 
Who created me, and He [it 

is who] guides me 
َوالَِّذي ُهوَ يُطِْعُمِني َويَْسِقنيِ 
And it is He who feeds me 

and gives me drink 
َوإِذَا َمرِْضُت فَُهوَ يَْشِفنيِ 

And when I am ill, it is He 
who cures me 

َوالَِّذي يُِميتُِني ثُمَّ يُْحِينيِ 
And who will cause me to 
die and then bring me to 

life 
26:78-81 


