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In Surah As-Safaat, Ibrahim علیھ السالم is again mentioned as having a sound heart, but the verb used is جاء, to 
come after trials and struggle. The name of Allah Ar-Rabb is used, because he went through difficult nurturing. 
He had to overcome the challenges with a sound heart.  

He faced two challenges in his life, with his people, and with his 
son Ismail. After each there was a glad tidings. He had to show 
his people the futility of worshipping the idols. He lied to them, 
so that they would leave him behind, and he broke their idols. 
All these actions actually show his sound heart. Only Allah 
knows the hearts, He is the Nurturer. Your submission can only 
be understood by Allah; it can be completely misunderstood by 
people. The people wanted to burn him, but Allah saved him.  

At that, another chapter of his life opened. Ibrahim left his people, and Allah gave him the glad tidings of a 
forbearing son, Ismail. The second challenge began. This beloved son had to be left in the desert waste, this 
was to nurture his submission. After a few years, he dreamt that he had to slaughter this very son.  

The story of Ibrahim was always salvation of the last moment. He was thrown into the fire, as the fire cooled 
for him. He was about to slaughter his son, and at the last moment, he was replaced for a ram. It was all about 
submission. This was his sound heart. His tests were big, and from the beginning, he attached to Allah. Don’t 
wait for anything, attach to Allah straight away. The money and children are part of dunya, but a sound that will 
make you use them in the way of Allah, so it will benefit you on the Day of Judgement. Your children will be 
good worshippers, your money will be used for good works in the way of Allah. Focusing on the akhirah 
upgrades you. 

Jannah will be brought forward for those with taqwa. Imagine this, something 
which is ما ال عین رائت وال أذن سمغت وال خطر على قلب بشر - which no eye had seen, no 
ear has heard, it cannot be imagined by anyone. We are already attracted to 
Jannah, even though we cannot imagine what it is like. We have a picture in 
mind, or gardens and springs and palaces, but we can never envision it 
completely.  

People are generally attracted to the 
glitter of dunya, but anything else is 

very low as compared to Jannah. Qarun had immense wealth, and 
people were attracted to him because of it. But in the end, he was 
made to sink into the earth because of his arrogance.  

Any blessing of dunya must be backed with gratitude for it to be 
durable. If you struggle for akhirah, making it your prime concern, the 
dunya will be dragged to you without any effort. The dunya plays hard 
to get from the person with runs after it. Don’t make dunya your main 
concern, not even relationships. When your heart is attached to dunya, 
dunya will come to you by itself. If you chase after dunya, you will only 
get a handful of torn fabric, like the wife of the aziz, when she ran after 
Yusuf علیھ السالم to seduce him.  

If you have a sound heart, Allah will give you opportunities to do good 
deeds. Blessings, feelings, talents, all will come your way, and will be 
made easy for you. All of it will be presented to you on a silver platter, 
without any trial or struggle. The dunya can be a gift or a struggle, 
according to your heart. Deal with dunya with dignity and honour.  

The word أزلفت is in passive tense. It is derived from َزَلَف, to slide, draw near. Jannah is will be brought near for 
those who have taqwa. This is an action of the heart, and involves controlling the desires. It is all about self 
control and self discipline. You must have a template of halal and haram to follow. Good desires are fine, but 
the desires which can lead to your failure must be avoided. Taqwa can be attained by everyone if they work for  

َوأُزْلِفَِت اْلَجنَُّة لِْلُمتَِّقنَي 
And Paradise will be 

brought near [that Day] to 
the righteous 

26:90 

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ و سلم 
said :  

ه ، جعل اهللُ غناه في قلِبه  من كانت اآلخرةُ همَّ
 ، وجمع له شمَله وأتتْه الدُّنيا وهي راغمٌة
ه جعل اهللُ فقرَه بني  ومن كانت الدنيا همَّ

  عينَيه وفرَّق عليه شمَله
 ولم يأِته من الدنيا إال ما ُقدَِّر له

Whoever makes the Hereafter his goal, 
Allah makes his heart rich, and 

organizes his affairs, and the world 
comes to him whether it wants to or 

not. And whoever makes the world his 
goal, Allah puts his poverty right before 
his eyes, and disorganizes his affairs, 
and the world does not come to him, 

except what has been decreed for him.
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it. The one who is following his desires will chase the dunya, and end up 
with nothing. You must upgrade your desires to be in accordance with the 
pleasure of Allah. 

Taqwa is in the heart, it must be for the sake of Allah. A person may not 
indulge in haram for some health problems, not for Allah, and this is not 
taqwa. Some people may be polite habitually, not for Allah. Taqwa is when 
you abstain from haram and fulfill the obligations for the sake of the 
pleasure of Allah.  

Jannah will approach them in dunya, in the form of opportunities to do 
good, which will be presented to them, be attracted to them like a magnet 
attracts metal. Allah makes a customized exit from troubles for the one 
with taqwa, even if there is no way out, and will provide for him without 
any accounts. This is so exclusive. A scholar said that even if the sky was 
to fall on the earth, Allah would make an exit just his size, and take a 
person with taqwa out of this predicament.  

Musa علیھ السالم became so eloquent, the magicians made sujood, the sea 
parted, all because of taqwa.  

The opposite picture is described next, the hellfire. The word برزت is derived 
from the verb َبَرَز, something with is hidden appears suddenly. It is as if there 
is a flat land, and something jumps out like a jack-in-the-box. It will be seen 
by those who are destined to enter it from afar, and they will have to walk 
towards it; this is a torture in itself. The road to the Fire will be a punishment 
in itself. They will be dragged towards it. They will hear the angry crackling of 

its flames from far away.  

Those who chase dunya in life, aren’t happy, they are struggling. They show 
happiness, but it is a false happiness. Any attachment besides Allah is Fire. 
They are الغاوین, they are misguided, and mislead others too. They encourage 
them to the Fire. They market the sins and disobedience. There are so many 
people like that. These may also be people who look religious, by their outer 
appearance, and they intentionally make the deen look so difficult. This is a 
deception too. Someone can misguide others with their harshness in deen.  

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ و 
  : said سلم

املسـلم أخـو املسـلم ال يـخونـه وال يـكذبـه وال 
يخـــــذلـــــه، كـــــل املســـــلم عـــــلى املســـــلم حـــــرام 
عـرضـه ومـالـه ودمـه، الـتقوى هـهنا، بحسـب 

امرئ من الشر أن يحقر أخاه املسلم 
A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim. 
He should neither deceive him nor 
lie to him, nor leave him without 

assistance. Everything belonging to 
a Muslim is inviolable for a Muslim; 
his honour, his blood and property. 
Piety is here (and he pointed out to 
his chest thrice). It is enough for a 
Muslim to commit evil by despising 

his Muslim brother.
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َوبُرِّزَِت اْلَجِحيُم لِْلَغاِويَن 
And Hellfire will be brought 

forth for the deviators 
26:91

إِذَا رَأَتُْهم مِّن مََّكاٍن بَِعيٍد َسِمُعوا َلَها 
تََغيُّظًا َوزَِفيرًا 

When the Hellfire sees them 
from a distant place, they will 

hear its fury and roaring 
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