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Before you go into the details of the story of Nuh علیھ السالم,  you must put it in your mind that this is all one 
ayah. Allah chooses the ayah to teach you, to increase your faith. The whole story of Nuh علیھ السالم is an ayah t 
to increase your faith. But the majority of the people will not benefit and believe. Your Rabb nurtures you to 
increase your faith. You see the might of Allah in the story, in the actions and words of Nuh علیھ السالم  and his 
nation. This is the way it had to happen.  

Nuh علیھ السالم made his da’wah, and continued for 950 years. But when there was no results, and the people 
threatened him with stoning, this was the last straw. There was no need to put himself into danger, and there 
was no point continuing with the da’wah. Allah flips the scenes effortlessly and seamlessly.  

Nuh علیھ السالم set up the conditions of his da’wah from the beginning. He wanted his nation to have taqwa, to be 
truthful in their actions, and obedience to him. Taqwa is a vast concept, and must be created by the person 
himself, to attach to Allah. Then wherever they are, they will have self control, and add value to society. The 
aim of da’wah is not to force an identity on a person, it is to encourage him to attach to Allah. This needs effort 
on the part of the person himself. There is no other way. You will find people who focus on what Allah will do 
for them, they want comfort without devotion. They will ask for a surah to alleviate their problem, using the 
Qura’an in this shallow manner. The da’ee is not responsible for accounting his people. This is in the hands of 
Allah.  

The story of Nuh علیھ السالم begins with the information, it is like a news 
bulletin, with structured headlines, which makes you think. Not everyone 
wants to hear the truth, because it requires an effort. Not everyone wants to 
think and change. They want to remain in their comfort zone.  

Allah mentions that the nation of Nuh علیھ السالم belied all the messengers. If 
you bely one messenger, you bely them all, they are all connected to each 
other. They all had the same mission and vision. They brought the same 

message, albeit an updated version. The words and actions of the people are not given in detail in this surah, 
although we know from other surahs that they spoke a lot, and behaved very badly with their messenger. Here 
the words of Nuh are the focus, and so that they don’t get crowded with the words of the people.  

The messenger should be someone who lives with the people, because he 
knows them well. He would understand the challenges they face, because he 
lived among them, and would know the habits and mannerisms. The problem 
is it people like a da’ee who comes from abroad. Think of a mother and her 
children. She knows them the best and she can guide them in the best way, 
but when it comes to a problem, the children always want someone from 
outside to give them advice. This is because it makes them feel less bad 
about it. 

The word أخو also shows a relationship between the messenger and the 
people. This makes his approach transparent. The people would know the reality of the messenger and his 
nature, if it is someone who lived with them and was connected to them, and they should appreciate it. But it 
went the other way. 

The word taqwa is mentioned three times by Nuh علیھ السالم. The first time, it in mentioned in the form pf a 
question, very gently, introducing the concept.  

Nuh علیھ السالم introduced himself clearly. He didn’t say I’m your brother and 
friend, because he didn’t want them to obey him because he was one of 
them. He stated very clearly that he was their messenger. There was the 
connection, but he didn’t mention this close relationship, as this could cause 
a conflict of interest. He identified his role according to his mission. He was a 
trustworthy messenger. He would convey the message of Allah as is, he 
wouldn’t change a single letter.  

Don’t attach to the messenger, attach to the message. The da’ee may die or move away or change, and then 
where would you be.  

َكذَّبَْت َقوُْم نُوحٍ امْلُرَْسلنَِي 
The people of Noah denied 

the messengers 
26:105

إِذْ َقاَل َلُهْم أَُخوُهْم نُوحٌ أاََل 
تَتَُّقوَن 

When their brother Noah 
said to them : Will you not 

fear Allah ? 
26:106 

إِنِّي َلُكْم رَُسوٌل أَِمنٌي 
Indeed, I am to you a 

trustworthy messenger 
26:107 



What is required from the people? Belief, and gratitude, that the messenger is someone like a brother, very 
trustworthy and honest, and is stating the message clearly.  

As soon as they knew that he was a trustworthy messenger, they should 
develop their taqwa, so that they could follow him.  

Nuh علیھ السالم made it very clear that he 
didn’t want anything from the people in 
return for his da’wah. He didn’t want them to 
reward him, or give him a salary or any reimbursement. He was working on a 
voluntary basis for them, and he didn’t want any privilege or payment.  His 
reward was from the highest authority, رب 
 He didn’t need anything from the .العالمین
people.  

Nuh then mentioned taqwa again.  

فَاتَُّقوا اهللََّ َوأَِطيُعوِن 
So fear Allah and obey me 

26:108

َوَما أَْسأَُلُكْم َعَليِْه ِمْن أَْجٍر ۖ إِْن 
أَْجِرَي إاِلَّ َعَلىٰ رَبِّ اْلَعامَلنَِي 

And I do not ask you for it 
any payment. My payment 
is only from the Lord of the 

worlds 
فَاتَُّقوا اهللََّ َوأَِطيُعوِن  26:109

So fear Allah and obey me 
26:110 


