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Surah An Naml – Class 23 
Date: 24 October 2019 / 25 Saffar 1440 

 

Introduction 

ب ي َِِِعنِ  ولَِِِأَنِِِْاال ْست ْغَفار َِِِسي دِ ِِ"ِِوسلمِِعليِهِِهللاِِصلِىِِالنَّ مَِِِّتَق  ََِِِرب يِ،ِِأَنَْتِِِاللَّه  َِِِّإ َلهَِِِال َكِ،َِِوأَنَِاَِِخَلْقَتن ِيِِأَنَْت،ِِإ ال َِِوأَنَِاَِِعْبد 

َكَِِعَلِى َكَِِعْهد  ،َِماَِوَوْعد  وذِ ِاْسَتَطْعت  نِِْب َكِِأَع  ،َِماَِشرِ ِم  رِِْب َذنْب ي،َِلَكَِِوأَب وءِ َِعَلىَِِّب ن ْعَمت َكَِِلَكِِأَب وءِ َِصَنْعت  َِِفاْغف 

ََِِِفإ نَّهِ ِِل ي، رِ ِِال ن وَبِِِيَْغف  َِِِّالذُّ نََِِِقاَلَهاَِِوَمنِِِْ"َِِقالَِِِ."ِِأَنَْتِِِإ ال َهار ِِِم  ًناِِالنَّ وق  نَِِِْفَماَتِِِب َها،ِِم  هِ ِِم  َي،ِِأَنَِِِْقْبلَِِِيَْوم  وَِِِي ْمس  نَِِِْفه  ِِم 

،ِأَْهلِ  نََِِقاَلَهِاَِوَمنِِْاْلَجنَّة  نِ َِوْهوَِِاللَّْيلِ ِم  وق  نَِِْفْهوَِِي ْصب َحِ،ِأَنَِِْقْبلََِِفَماَتِِب َها،ِم  ةِ ِأَْهلِ ِم   ِ."ِِاْلَجنَّ

The Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said "The most superior way of asking for forgiveness from Allah is: O 

Allah, You are my Lord, there is no god but You. You have created me and I am Your 

slave and I am keeping my promise and covenant to You as much as I can. I seek refuge 

with You from the evil of what I do. I acknowledge Your blessing and I acknowledge my 

sin, so forgive me, for there is none who can forgive sin except You.)' If he says this in the 

morning, believing in it firmly, and dies on that day before evening comes, he will enter 

Paradise, and if he says it in the evening, believing firmly in it, and dies before morning 

comes, he will enter Paradise.."1 

• This invocation is called the “Master of Istighfar” and in it we admit and confess to 

Allah’s Lordship and Divinity.  

• We admit we are trying as much as we can, but we should remember Allah’s barr, 

vastness and mercy are greater than any sin we commit.  

• We admit Allah (هلالج لج) gave us blessings. We admit we committed sins and when we 

repent. And when we repent then our state will be better than before and Allah (هلالج لج) 

will show us more mercy.  

• No one will forgive sins except Allah (هلالج لج). Whoever says this dua with certainty and dies 

in the morning then he will enter paradise, and whoever says it in the evening, 

believing firmly in it, and dies before morning comes, he will enter paradise. 

 
1 Sahih al-Bukhari 6306 
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• This dua is a treasure because tawheed removes sins from its roots. There are roots 

and branches to sins, can we just patch sins from outside? No because bad will still 

come out, but tawheed removes the sins from the roots.  

• The problem to everything is shirk but when it is removed then all good will come.  

Means to Attain Mercy ( الرحمة  موجبات  ) 

• Show mercy to others 

ولِ ِمَِْجاَءك َِِلَقدِْ نَِِْرس  ك مِِْم  س  َِِعن تُّمَِِْماَِِعَلْيهِ َِعز يز ِِِأَنف  ن ينََِِعَلْيك مَِحر يص  ْؤم  ِِب اْلم  يمِ َِرء وف  رَّح   

Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger (Muhammad  وسلم عليه  هللا صلى ) from amongst 

yourselves (i.e. whom you know well). It grieves him that you should receive any injury or 

difficulty. He (Muhammad  وسلم عليه  هللا صلى ) is anxious over you (to be rightly guided, to 

repent to Allah, and beg Him to pardon and forgive your sins in order that you may enter 

Paradise and be saved from the punishment of the Hell-fire); for the believers (he  هللا صلى  

 is) full of pity, kind, and merciful.2 عليه  وسلم

• Qur’an 

نََِِِون َنز لِ  ْرآنِ ِِم  وََِِِماِاْلق  َفاء ِِه  ن ينََِِورَْحَمة ِِش  ْؤم  ينَِِيَز يدِ َِوالَِِۙ  ِِل ْلم  ال م  َخَساًرِاِإ الَِِّالظَّ  

And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who 

believe (in Islamic Monotheism and act on it), and it increases the Zalimun (polytheists 

and wrong-doers) nothing but loss.3 

• Praying four units (2 by 2) before the ‘asr prayer 

• Remain in the masjid after prayer: this is mainly for men, but we ask Allah (هلالج لج) of His 

favor.  

Hadith: ( َرَة،  أَبِي  َعن   َتِظُرَها  َدامَ   َما  َصالَة    فِي  أََحُدُكم    َيَزالُ   لَ   "     وسلم  عليه   هللا  ىصل  هللَاِ   َرُسولُ   َقالَ   َقالَ   ُهَري    ُتَصلِّي   ال َمالَئَِكةُ   َتَزالُ   َولَ   َين 

ِجدِ   فِي   َدامَ   َما   أََحِدُكم    َعلَى  فِر    اللَُهمَ   ال َمس  هُ   اللَُهمَ   لَهُ   اغ  َحم  ِدث    لَم    َما   ار  "   ُيح  ) (Allah's Messenger said: "One of you does 

not cease to be in Salat as long as he is waiting for it. And the angels do not cease praying 

 
2 Surah At Tawbah 128 
3 Surah Al Isra’a 82 
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for one of you as long as he remains in the Masjid (saying): 'Allah! Forgive him. O Allah! 

Have mercy upon him' - as long as he does not commit Hadath.")4 

• Visiting the sick 

• Obeying Allah (هلالج لج) and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

وا يع  ََِِوأَط  ولَِِهللاَّ ونََِِلَعلَّك مَِِْوالرَّس  ت ْرَحم   

And obey Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad وسلم عليه هللا  صلى ) that you may obtain 

mercy.5 

• Ihsan in dealings 

واَِوالَِ د  ِِِف ِيِت ْفس  َهاِبَْعدَِِاْْلَْرض  وهِ ِإ ْصََلح  نََِِِقر يبِ ِهللاَّ ِِرَْحَمَتِِِإ نَِِّۙ  َِِوَطَمًعاَِخْوًفاَِواْدع  ن ينَِِِم  ْحس  اْلم   

And do not do mischief on the earth, after it has been set in order, and invoke Him with 

fear and hope. Surely, Allah's Mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers.6 

Ayah 48 

يَنةِ ِف ِيَِوكَانَِ ونََِِِرْهطِ ِِت ْسَعةِ ِاْلَمد  د  ِِف ِيِي ْفس  ي ْصل ح ونََِِِوالَِِاْْلَْرض   

And there were in the city nine men (from the sons of their chiefs), who made mischief 

in the land, and would not reform. 

Word        Meaning 

 and there were in the city وََكاَن ِفي اْلَمدييَنةي 

تيْسَعُة َرْهط     nine groups 

ُدوَن ِفي اْْلَْرضي   يُ ْفسي   doing mischief in the land 

 
4 Jami` at-Tirmidhi 330 
5 Surah Ale Imran 132 
6 Surah Al’Araf 56 
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َوََل ُيْصليُحونَ    and would not reform 
• We can bring good things to us by worshipping Allah (هلالج لج) and seeking His forgiveness 

and we can bring bad things to us as a result of our sins, subhan Allah.  

• The people of Thamud started wrong with shirk and evil omens. When disturbances 

started to happen, they blamed it on a person. Though we need to return back to 

ourselves and blame ourselves. We cannot blame others for bad things that happen 

to us.  

• Shirk is a bad seed while tawheed is a good seed. The people of Thamud are using 

their intelligence to plot against their messenger who said the truth.  

• ( يَنةِ ِف ِيَِوكَانَِ ونََِِرْهطِ ِت ْسَعةِ ِاْلَمد  د  ِِف ِيِي ْفس  ي ْصل ح ونََِِوالَِِاْْلَْرض  ) (And there were in the city nine 

men (from the sons of their chiefs), who made mischief in the land, and would not 

reform.): notice this is the kickoff to their plotting. They had a meeting. 

• Meeting place: ( يَنةِ   city and this shows its established, structured, organized and – (اْلَمد 

civilized. The word ( يَنةِ   shows it is a big place where people are indifferent to each (اْلَمد 

other because it is big and has many people. Unlike (قرية) a village where people know 

each other.  

• Attendees: nine (  and this means group who follow the same ways. There are (َرْهطِ 

nine people who control all of the city. This shows they are powerful and are making 

all the rules.  Recall the number nine is mentioned before in Surah An Naml with nine 

ayat sent to Firaoun. Thus nine ayat to show the truth to Firaoun and here it is nine 

people to cover the truth conveyed by Salih (عليه السالم), subhan Allah.  

• Their description: they were spreading mischief and corruption in the land. Outwardly 

they are building and constructing, but how were they spreading mischief? By their 

sins, evil omens, shirk and disbelief. Thus (َِون د   is about sinning. Anything that is not (ي ْفس 

based on a correct root will be corruption. And if something looks productive from 

the outside, but the root is wrong then it is corruption.  

• Thus their intention is corruption and not reforming. May Allah (هلالج لج) make us reformed 

and reforming others.  



 

5 | P a g e  
 

• Allah (هلالج لج) reforms us by stopping sins and seeking forgiveness. Thus an advanced 

civilization reforms and does not spread mischief by seeking forgiveness and 

worshipping Allah ( هلالج لج) alone. But the people of Thamud are ( ي ْصل ح ونََِِوالَِ ) – not being 

reformed.  

Hadith: ( ْرَداء ،ِأَب ِيَِعنِْ ولِ َِقالََِِقالَِِالدَّ َِِ"ِوسلِمِعليهِهللِاِصلِىِهللاَّ َِِرس  ك مِِْأاَل ْخب ر 
نِِْب أَْفَضلَِِأ  َيامِ َِدرََجةِ ِم  َلَةِ ِالص  َِِوالصَّ

َدَقةِ  يَِِاْلَبْينِ َِذات َِِفَسادََِِفإ نَِِّاْلَبْينِ َِذات َِِصَلَحِ ِ"َِقالَِِ.ِبََلِىَِقال وِاِ.ِِ"َِوالصَّ "ِاْلَحال َقةِ ِه  ) ("Shall I not inform you of 

what is more virtuous than the rank of fasting, Salat, and charity?" They said: "But of 

course!" He said: "Making peace between each other. For indeed spoiling relations with 

each other is the Haliqah.")7 

• When any command or decree comes from Allah (هلالج لج) then it is because He wants to 

reform us and we should worship Him.  

• When wanting to fix matters, it is important: 

1. Have the right intention 

2. Be just 

3. Have evidence and knowledge 

4. Do not be hasty  

5. Be gentle 

Ayah 49 

واَِقال وا هِ ِب اللَّهِ ِِتََقاَسم  َتنَّ َبي  وَلنَِِّث مََِِّوأَْهَلهِ َِلن  هِ َِلَنق  ْدنَاَِِماِل َول ي  ونََِِوإ نَّاِأَْهل هِ َِمْهل َكَِِشه  ق  َلَصاد   

They said: "Swear one to another by Allah that we shall make a secret night attack on 

him and his household, and thereafter we will surely say to his near relatives: 'We 

witnessed not the destruction of his household, and verily we are telling the truth.'" 

 

 

 

 
7 Sahih Abu Dawud 4919, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih 
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Word       Meaning 

تَ َقاََسُوا بياللَّهي قَالُوا   they said, “swear by Allah 

لَنُبَ يِّتَ نَُّه َوأَْهَلُه     we will come to him and his household at night 

 then we will say to his near relatives ُُثَّ لَنَ ُقوَلنَّ ليَولييِّهي 

ْدنَا َمْهليَك أَْهليهي   َما َشهي   we did not see the destruction of your family 

َلَصاديقُونَ  َوإينَّا               and verily we are truthful   
• ( واَِِقال وا ب اللَّهِ ِِتََقاَسم  ) (They said: "Swear one to another by Allah): the start of their meeting 

began with swearing by Allah (هلالج لج), subhan Allah. Normally one would swear after 

knowing the information, but this is before their talk and this shows they do not want 

anyone to betray, and they do not trust each other either. It also shows they are afraid 

of the consequences.   

• ( هِ  َتنَّ َبي  َوأَْهَلهِ َِلن  ) (that we shall make a secret night attack on him and his household,): 

they used words which only they know what it means. They did not write anything 

against themselves. They did not say “they will kill him” but ( هِ  َتنَّ َبي   but stay up during (َلن 

the night (to kill) him and his family. Why do they want to kill his family as well? So that 

no one will report them and they will not have someone after Salih (عليه السالم) to tell 

them the truth, subhan Allah.   

• ( وَلنَِِّث مَِّ ل َول ي هِ َِلَنق  ) (and thereafter we will surely say to his near relatives:): then what will 

they say to the near relatives about the crime committed? 

• ( ْدنَاَِما ونََِِوإ نَّاِأَْهل هِ َِمْهل َكَِِشه  ق  َلَصاد  ) ('We witnessed not the destruction of his household, 

and verily we are telling the truth.'"): they will say “we did not witness the killing of his 
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family and we are really telling the truth”. Anyone who’s a liar will swear in the 

beginning and say “I’m telling the truth” in the end.  

• They want to convince the people they are telling the truth. Recall in the story of Yusuf 

  .”the brothers said “surely we are truthful ,(عليه السالم)

• Anyone who’s truthful does not need to say “I’m truthful”. An advanced civilization 

does not swear and is confident of its actions. The one on the truth speaks the same.  

Ayah 50 

وا مَِِْمْكًرِاَِوَمكَْرنَاَِمْكًراَِوَمكَر  ر ونَِِالََِِوه  يَْشع   

So they plotted a plot, and We plotted a plot, while they perceived not. 

 

Word       Meaning 

 and they plotted a plot َوَمَكُروا َمْكرًا

َوَمَكْرنَا َمْكرًا     and We planned a plot 

 while they did not feel it   َوُهْم ََل َيْشُعُرونَ 
• ( وا َمْكًراَِوَمكَر  ) (So they plotted a plot,): they plotted to kill Salih ( عليه السالم) 

• ( َمْكًراَِوَمكَْرنَا ) (and We plotted a plot,): but the Planning of Allah (هلالج لج) is perfect. He plans 

in the best way and best scenario because we cannot plot. Allah (هلالج لج) is able to take 

us out from problems and situations which we cannot get out. And He is the Best of 

Planners. The Planning of Allah (هلالج لج) is the truth and when anyone plots, Allah (هلالج لج) will 

plan against him.  

• No matter how much human beings plot, not one can go against the Plan of Allah 

 May Allah .(هلالج لج) And one of the major sins is to feel secure from the Plan of Allah .(هلالج لج)

  .plan for us and not against us. Ameen (هلالج لج)
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• Anyone who plans with a bad intention then it will go against him. It is important to 

return to tawheed and not think we can plan.  

• ( مِْ ر ونَِِِالََِِِوه  يَْشع  ) (while they perceived not.): and they could not feel Allah (هلالج لج) planned 

against them. They plotted against Salih (عليه السالم), but Allah ( هلالج لج) planned against them 

while they could not feel it.  

How can we change ourselves for the better? 

• Trust is important 

• Seeing the alternatives, opportunities and consequences when making decisions 

• Make things as simple as possible and not complicated   

May Allah (هلالج لج) reform all of our matters with complete trust in Him, and plan for us and not 

against us. Ameen. 


