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 If you begin at the end of the ayah, Allah says ٕاِن ُكنُتْم َتْعَلُموَن . When a scholar 
is asked for a ruling, and he says I don’t know, or هللا أعلم, this is considered 

an answer. Allah is the All-Knower, and He 
teaches you.  

This ayah shows that Allah is العلیم, the All-
Knower, and الخبیر, the All-Aware. He 
knows everything. So His rules, and the 
best option that He gives, are surely the 
best.  

He is اللطیف, the Subtle, He brings matters and fixes them, without you 
noticing. He brings ease. He makes the way to Himself easy and subtle. He 
will close all the other ways, which you think 

are easy, when in reality, they are not the right ones, so that you are guided 
to the actual right and easy way. He wants you to think outside the box.  

Allah makes ease, but we don’t understand it. From His ease, He decrees 
something which we would never think of, to reform us. We get frustrated, but 
we must remember that Allah doesn’t want hardship for us. We may think a 
particular way is easy, but Allah knows best.  

Think of someone dealing with riba, he leaves it, repents, and wants only his 
capital back from the one whom he was getting riba from. So he goes to the 
one who owes him, and asks only for his capital back. But there may another 

challenge and test that he has to face, another purification. The person from whom he 
wants his money back is in a difficult situation, and can’t pay him back.  

This ayah fills any gaps which may be left in this ruling. If we didn’t have this, the 
person who wants his capital back may be harsh with the one in debt. This person 
may be in hardship, have no resources at that point in time.  

The words ُذو ُعْسَرٍة should make you compassionate, for someone who is in such a 
difficult situation that he can’t even repay your rights.  

In this situation, Allah tells us to give respite 
to the person who has to repay you. Delay 
the payment, give him time. Look at the 
situation from a different angle, consider the 
circumstances. Don’t be rigid,  
remember ➜ ُخِذ اْلَعْفَو ➜ Show forgiveness 
(7:199). If the person has the resources, 
then he will be able to give you. He cannot 
give what he doesn’t have, more than his 
capability.  

You must examine the situation, don’t make hasty judgments. After you investigate, you will feel more 
compassionate. When you delay demanding the repayment, you can digest the situation, and decide upon the 
right course of action. All these rules are to reform us, to make us better people, to be able to go to Jannah.  

The word إلى indicates a goal. So the person is عسرة, so you wait, give him time, until you reach to المیسرة, the  

َوإِن َكاَن ذُو ُعْسرٍَة فَنَِظرَةٌ إَِلىٰ 
َميَْسرٍَة ۚ َوأَن تََصدَُّقوا َخيٌْر لَُّكْم 

إِن ُكنتُْم تَْعَلُمونَ 
And if someone is in 

hardship, then [let there 
be] postponement until [a 
time of] ease. But if you 
give [from your right as] 

charity, then it is better for 
you, if you only knew 

2:280
َواتَُّقوا اهللََّ ۖ َويَُعلُِّمُكُم اهللَُّ ۗ َواهللَُّ ِبُكلِّ 

َشيٍْء َعلِيمٌ 
And fear Allah. And Allah 
teaches you. And Allah is 

Knowing of all things. 
سورة البقرة  

2:282 

الَّ تُْدرُِكُه اأْلَبَْصاُر َوُهوَ يُْدرُِك 
اأْلَبَْصاَر ۖ َوُهوَ اللَِّطيُف اْلَخِبيرُ 

Vision perceives Him not, but 
He perceives [all] vision; and 

He is the Subtle, the 
Acquainted 
سورة األنعام 

6:103 



place of ease. You go from being harsh and hard to being easy. When you 
are exposed to harshness, you are affected by it, and you become harsh too. 

But when you remember that Allah makes 
things easy, you are also easy on people.  

Allah didn’t command us not to ask for our 
capital back, He presented it in a beautiful 
way. Don’t demand it from the person, give 
him time, wait until he can repay you.  

Sometimes you can be harsh and snatch when you are hasty. So close the 
door, slow down, give yourself time, and you will be gentle. Surely Allah will 
give more in ease than in harshness. Allah loves forbearance and 

deliberation. Slow down, and consider the matter. Allah gives us so much respite, chances upon chances. He 
doesn’t rush to punish and destroy. Allah knows when the time is right. Nothing in life is not planned by Allah. 
Everything is planned by Allah, is don’t think things are not going according to plan. You must accommodate 

people. 

Things happen, and you must think they are a part of your life. You must 
have 4حسن الظن با, good thoughts about Allah. This is 
a very important value.  

What is better? Give sadaqah. Forgive the person, 
leave your money, don’t ask for it any more. It’s 
your capital and it’s your right to get it back, but if 

the person cannot repay you, it is better for you to 
give it away as sadaqah. When you give sadaqah, you are actually getting it back. It 
shows your truthfulness and belief in Allah, that He will give it back to you.  

From riba you will go to sadaqah, this is elevation. Allah makes things easy for you 
so that you are easy with people. He teaches you how to be kind and gentle.  

Anyone who makes 
ease for a another, Allah 
will make ease for him. 
Don’t put obstacles for 
people, even in little 
ways, by parking in the 
wrong spot, blocking 
others, putting your 
things in their way. As 
long as you are helping 
others, Allah will help 
you. Allah will shade the 
person who makes ease 
for others on the Day of 
Judgement, when there 
is no other shade but 
that of His throne. 
 

َسيَْجَعُل اهللَُّ بَْعَد ُعْسٍر يُْسرًا 
Allah will grant after hardship, 

ease 
سورة الطالق  

65:7 
يُِريُد اهللَُّ ِبُكُم اْليُْسَر واََل يُِريُد ِبُكُم 

اْلُعْسَر  
Allah intends for you ease 

and does not intend for you 
hardship  

سورة البقرة  
2:185 

اِكِرينَ  فَُخذْ َما آتَيْتَُك وَُكن مَِّن الشَّ
So take what I have given you 

and be among the grateful 
سورة األعراف  

7:144 

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ و سلم said :  
َر َعَلى   َمْن نَفََّس َعْن ُمؤِْمٍن ُكْربًَة ِمْن ُكرَِب الدُّنْيَا نَفََّس اهللَُّ َعنُْه ُكْربًَة ِمْن ُكرَِب يَوْمِ اْلِقيَاَمِة َوَمْن يَسَّ

َر اهللَُّ َعَليِْه ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآلِخرَِة َوَمْن َستََر ُمْسلًِما َستَرَهُ اهللَُّ ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآلِخرَِة َواهللَُّ ِفي َعوِْن  ُمْعِسٍر يَسَّ
َل اهللَُّ َلُه ِبِه طَِريًقا إَِلى اْلَجنَِّة  اْلَعبِْد َما َكاَن اْلَعبُْد ِفي َعوِْن أَِخيِه َوَمْن َسَلَك طَِريًقا يَْلتَِمُس ِفيِه ِعْلًما َسهَّ
ِكينَُة  َوَما اْجتََمعَ َقوٌْم ِفي بَيٍْت ِمْن بُيُوِت اهللَِّ يَتُْلوَن ِكتَاَب اهللَِّ َويَتََدارَُسونَُه بَيْنَُهْم إاِلَّ نَزََلْت َعَليِْهُم السَّ
  َوَغِشيَتُْهُم الرَّْحَمُة َوَحفَّتُْهُم امْلاَلَِئَكُة َوذََكرَُهُم اهللَُّ ِفيَمْن ِعنَْدهُ َوَمْن بَطَّأَ ِبِه َعَمُلُه َلْم يُْسِرْع ِبِه نََسبُُه
He who alleviates the suffering of a brother out of the sufferings of the world, Allah 

would alleviate his suffering from the sufferings of the Day of Resurrection, and he who 
finds relief for one who is hard-pressed, Allah would make things easy for him in the 

Hereafter, and he who conceals (the faults) of a Muslim, Allah would conceal his faults 
in the world and in the Hereafter. Allah is at the back of a servant so long as the servant 
is at the back of his brother, and he who treads the path in search of knowledge, Allah 

would make that path easy, leading to Paradise for him and those persons who 
assemble in the house among the houses of Allah (mosques) and recite the Book of 
Allah and they learn and teach the Qur'an (among themselves) there would descend 

upon them tranquility and mercy would cover them and the angels would surround them 
and Allah mentions them in the presence of those near Him, and he who is slow-paced 

in doing good deeds, his (high) lineage does not make him go ahead. 
صحیح مسلم ، حدیث 2699# 

Abu Hurairah رضي هللا عنھ narrated: 
A Bedouin entered the Masjid while the Prophet was sitting. He prayed, then when he was finished, he said:  

ًدا واَلَ تَرَْحْم َمَعنَا أََحًدا   اللَُّهمَّ ارَْحْمِني َوُمَحمَّ
O Allah! Have mercy upon me and Muhammad, and do not have mercy on anyone along with us. 

The Prophet turned, towards him and said:  
رَْت َواِسًعا  َلَقْد تََحجَّ

You have restricted something that is unrestricted. 
It was not long before he was urinating in the Masjid. So the people rushed to him. But Prophet said:  

أَْهِريُقوا َعَليِْه َسْجالً ِمْن َماٍء أَْو َدْلوًا ِمْن َماءٍ 
Pour a bucket of water over it - or - a tumbler of water over it. 

Then he said:  
ِرينَ  ِريَن َوَلْم تُبَْعثُوا ُمَعسِّ إِنََّما بُِعثْتُْم ُميَسِّ

You have been sent to make things easy (for the people); you have not been sent to make things difficult for them. 
جامع الترمذي ، حدیث147# 



When there is a violation of rules, don’t get angry, just ignore it. Don’t make it into a big deal. The Messenger 
of Allah صلى هللا علیھ و سلم wanted us to make things vast, not tight.  

Be gentle with people, give them respite, give sadaqa. Ease is the best way, not difficulty.  

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ و سلم said :  
َر . فََقاَل إِنِّي ُكنُْت أُبَاِيعُ النَّاَس فَُكنُْت أُنِْظُر امْلُْعِسَر َوأَتََجوَّزُ ِفي  أَنَّ رَُجالً َماَت فََدَخَل اْلَجنََّة فَِقيَل َلُه َما ُكنَْت تَْعَمُل َقاَل فَِإمَّا ذََكَر َوإِمَّا ذُكِّ

ِة أَْو ِفي النَّْقِد . فَُغِفَر َلُه كَّ  السِّ
A person died and he entered Paradise. It was said to him What (act) did you do? (Either he recalled it himself or he 

was made to recall), he said I used to enter into transactions with people and I gave respite to the insolvent and did not 
show any strictness in case of accepting a coin or demanding cash payment. (For these acts of his) he was granted 

pardon.  
صحیح مسلم ،  حدیث 1560# 


