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Al Ghafoor Ar Raheem  
 
Allah SWT showers with His blessings, and goodness and opportunities that we cannot even              
imagine, just so we return to Him, repent to Him. We came to dunya, and were distracted by the                   
glitter of it and end up distancing ourselves from Allah SWT, and we are dissatisfied and lost                 
and confused. 
 
Allah SWT loves us and wants good for us, even more than our mothers do. Allah SWT wants                  
us to be back near Him, and that’s why He presents opportunities for us to do just this, and He                    
accepts us as we are, with all our faults and mistakes. 
 
Surah Zumar starts with a person so burdened by his sins, but is aware of the Lord who is                   
forgiving, and merciful. Whatever our sins are, or in whatever quantity, but as long as we are                 
alive, we have the option to return to Allah SWT, and He will bring goodness to us, and reform                   
us. This is Allah’s SWT Majesty! 
 
Murder is the worst crime against humanity, but even if a murderer who has killed 99 people                 
comes to Allah SWT, with sincerity to reform, there is place for him with Allah SWT. This person                  
in Surah Zumar comes to a worshipper and admits to him that he’s killed 99 people, and said he                   
wanted to repent. This worshipper told him, there’s no repentance for him and the murderer               
became angry and killed him as well, rounding the number of murders off to a hundred,                
subhanAllah. 
 
Nobody is free from sins, and if Allah SWT is open to accepting people with sins, then we                  
should be too. The man who had now committed 100 murders decided to now approach a                
scholar. The scholar told him to change his environment, because his environment was             
encouraging the murders. He accepted this advice, and decided to migrate. On his way to the                
new place, he died. Two groups of angels arrived at this point, angels of mercy and angels of                  
punishments, to take the man’s soul. 
 
They decided to measure the distance between his bad sins (the place where he committed               
murders) and his good intention (the place of his migration) and he was actually still very close                 



to the place he had just left. But Allah SWT changed the distances, and the angels of mercy                  
took his soul, even though during his life, he had no good deeds. And this is why we should                   
never despair of Allah’s SWT Mercy! 
 
The problem comes when people sin but do no repent, and do no return to Allah SWT. In                  
another story, Nabi SAW, there was a woman who committed adultery all her life, and yet Allah                 
SWT provided her an opportunity to fix her deeds. She went to a deserted place and there was                  
a thirsty dog, and she gave it water in her shoe and all of her sins were forgiven. One small                    
deed could be beloved to Allah SWT and we could be forgiven in totality, subhanAllah.  
 
Another story of total reform is the story of Habeel and Qabeel, two brothers, one of whom kills                  
the other out of jealousy. This is in Surah Al Maidah (ayaat 27-31) - and in it you will find the                     
problems and sickness (jealousy), the remedy (Allah’s Names), and the result of returning to              
Allah SWT (muttaqeen). 
 
This story starts with the story of the earth, when Allah SWT sent down Adam AS and Hawwa                  
AS and they had children. The focus of this family was of course to worship Allah SWT, and do                   
good deeds, but sometimes sins can come through worship as well, through jealousy,             
subhanAllah. One of the sons has a field, and the other has a farm and they were commanded                  
by Allah SWT to give a sacrifice from what they had, with good heart, willingly and offer the best                   
that they had. 
 
The one with the animals chose the best animal he had and he offered it to Allah SWT as a                    
sacrifice. The one with the field gave the worst of what he produced as a sacrifice, and in those                   
times it was shown to them whether their sacrifice was accepted or not. And this happened with                 
a bolt that appeared from the sky and their sacrifice disappeared. 
 
The brother that gave his best, his sacrifice was accepted while the other brother’s was not. And                 
this made him jealous of his own brother. There is nobody who doesn’t have hasad, but those                 
who are pious are the ones who don’t react to it. When there’s jealousy, there’s no progression                 
because people are busy plotting and planning and showing off. This is just blind following of                
desires. Instead we should turn to Allah SWT to enrich us, and to look at those who have less                   
than us, and remember that Allah SWT is the One who gives so we have no reason to be                   
jealous.  
 
But Qabeel was so blinded by his jealousy that he told his brother that he would kill him, his                   
blood brother, even though there was no precedent for it either, subhanAllah. This was the first                
murder ever, showing that all sorts of sins can be generated by jealousy. Habeel replied that                
Allah SWT accepts from the muttaqeen, advising him and that he wouldn’t raise a hand to                
defend himself, because he feared Allah SWT, again advising him. He also said that if he killed                 
him, he would take his sins and would be among the people of the fire.  
 



This advice shows the many chances to repent, subhanAllah. And this is from ism Allah Al                
Ghafoor Ar Raheem, He will bring us reminders, chances and opportunities for forgiveness.  
 
Once Qabeel had killed his brother, he had a dead body on his hands. Allah SWT wanted to                  
teach him what to do with a dead person, and so He sent two crows down in front of him where                     
one killed the other. And one crow buried the dead body, and Qabeel followed the example. 
 
What we learn from this story is: don’t follow desires, or feel jealous, have taqwa and take                 
advice from those around us, return and repent to Allah SWT. 
 
 
 
 


