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Introduction  

Dua:  

ََََقالََ َََقالَََََصالَتَهَ ََاْفَتَتحََََاللَّْيلَََِِمنَََََقامََََإَِذَاََكَانَََََقاَلْتََََصالَتَهَ ََيَْفَتِتحَ ََوسلَمََعليَهََللَاََصلَىََالنَِّبيَ ََكَانَََََشْىءَ ََبِأَى ََََعائَِشةَََََسأَْلت 

مَََََّ"ََ َمَواِتََََفاِطرَََََوإِْسَراِفيلَََََوِميكَائِيلََََِجْبرِيلَََََربََََّاللَّه  َهاَدةَََِاْلَغْيِبََََعالِمَََََواألَْرِضَََالسَّ ََكَان وَاََِفيَمَاََِعَباِدَكَََبَْينََََتَْحك مَ ََأَنَْتََََوالشَّ

ونَََِفيهَِ مَََّيَْخَتلِف  لَِفَََالِمََََاْهِدنَِيََاللَّه  ََِمنَََِفيهََِاْخت  ْسَتِقيمَ َِصَراطَ َإِلََىَتََشاءَ ََمنََْتَْهِدَيَإِنََّكََاْلَحق  .ََ"ََم   

"I asked 'Aishah: 'With what did the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) start his prayer?' She said: 'When he got 

up to pray at night he would start his prayer with the words: Allahumma Rabba Jibril wa 

Maika'il wa Israfil; Fatirus-samawati wal-ard, 'alim al-ghaybi wash-shahadah, anta 

tahkumu bayna 'ibadika fima kanu fihi yakhtalifun, Allahumma ihdini limakktulifa fihi min 

al-haqq innaka tahdi man tasha'ila siratin mustaqim (O Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mika'il and 

Israfil, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Knower of the unseen and the seen, You 

judge between Your slaves concerning wherein they differ. O Allah, guide me to the 

disputed matters of truth for You are the One Who guides to the Straight Path)."1 

• No one can bring a strategy for structure or organization better than what is 

mentioned in Surah An Naml. It considers every part especially knowledge given by 

Allah (هلالج لج). Suleiman (عليه السالم) did not take actions without knowledge. He did not send 

a letter to Balqees until it was verified she was worshipping the sun, he did not send 

an army until she sent a gift to him which was against his principles, he disguised her 

throne to know if she can recognize or not, and he did not build the glass palace until 

he knew she can recognize her throne.  

• Today, we may not find the external structure of Suleiman ( عليه السالم) but we find the 

internal structure and how he ruled birds, jinn and humans. And these qualities are 

 
1 Sunan an-Nasa'i 1625 
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needed in an advanced civilization – those with physical power, those with mental 

power and those with connectivity power, subhan Allah.   

Allah Al Hadi (الهادي) – The One Who Guides 

•  Allah (هلالج لج) guides the creation to know Him, to His Lordship and to the Straight Path.  

َوََوللاَّ  اَلمَََِدارََِإِلَىَ َيَْدع  ْسَتِقيمَ ََِصَراطَ َإِلَىَ َيََشاءَ ََمنََويَْهِديَالسَّ م   

Allah calls to the Home of Peace (i.e. Paradise, by accepting Allah's religion of Islamic 

Monotheism and by doing righteous good deeds and abstaining from polytheism and 

evil deeds) and guides whom He wills to the Straight Path.2 

• Allah (هلالج لج) guides people to this path by showing them the way to good by showing 

them the exact knowledge and actions needed at that moment.  

• Allah ( هلالج لج) guides whom He wills by His light which is tawheed.  

• He not only guides humans but all creation to what needs to be done.  

َهَدىَ ََث مََََّخْلَقهَ ََشْيءَ َك لَََّأَْعَطىَ َالَِّذَيَََرب َناَََقالََ  

[Musa (Moses)] said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then 

guided it aright."3 

• Allah (هلالج لج) guides everyone on the spot so there will be no deviation. Sometimes we 

might focus on something but then do wrong along the way, thus He guides and 

protects along the way.  

َََأَنَّهَ ََاْلِعْلمََََأ وت وَاََالَِّذينَََََولَِيْعَلمََ ب َكَََِمنََاْلَحق  وَاََرَّ ْؤِمن  ْخبَِتَََبِهََََِفي  مَََْلَهَ َََفت  ل وب ه  َََََوإِنََََّۗ  ََق  وَاََالَِّذينَََََلَهادَََِللاَّ ْسَتِقيمَ ََِصَراطَ ََإِلَىَ ََآَمن  م   

And that those who have been given knowledge may know that it (this Qur'an) is the truth 

from your Lord, so that they may believe therein, and their hearts may submit to it with 

humility. And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the Straight Path.4 

 
2 Surah Yunus 25 
3 Surah Ta Ha 50 
4 Surah Al Hajj 54 
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Ayah 41 

وَاََقالََ رَََْعْرَشَهاََلَهَاَنَك ر  ونَََلَََالَِّذينَََِمنَََتَك ونَ ََأَمََْأَتَْهَتِديَنَنظ  يَْهَتد   

He said: "Disguise her throne for her that we may see whether she will be guided (to 

recognise her throne), or she will be one of those not guided." 

Word       Meaning 

ُروا ََلَا  َعْرَشَهاقَاَل َنكِّ    he said, “disguise for her her throne 

نَنظُْر أَتَ ْهَتِدي    we will see if she will be guided 

أَْم َتُكوُن ِمَن الَِّذينَ       or she will be from those 

َتُدونَ ََل يَ هْ    who are not guided 
• Sometimes people wonder, “why did Sueliman (عليه السالم) change the throne?”, but 

this is the concept of an advanced civilization which takes a concept and is able to 

customize it for itself.  

• Suleiman (عليه السالم) sent his people to get her “throne”, and not for her people to bring 

her throne. This shows us in general, a person gets the concept and not someone 

comes to show him a concept otherwise they will always have the upper-hand. Islam 

is teaching us to be creative by taking a concept but making it better.  

• An advanced civilization will not bring things from outside unless it serves a bigger 

picture. Suleiman (عليه السالم) did not bring the throne for himself or to challenge her but 

to serve the bigger vision which is Islam. Islam is not against taking something from 

outside but to take it and change it in the way suitable. It shows tolerance and a high 

level of creativity to serve the religion. 

• ( وَاََقالََ َعْرَشَهاََلَهاَنَك ر  ) (He said: "Disguise her throne for her): Suleiman (عليه السالم) said 

disguise the throne for her and not for him. After this test, he will then test her again 

because how can someone who is intelligent worship the sun? Subhan Allah.  
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• ( رَْ ونَََلَََالَِّذينَََِمنَََتَك ونَ َأَمََْأَتَْهَتِديَنَنظ  يَْهَتد  ) (that we may see whether she will be guided (to 

recognise her throne), or she will be one of those not guided."): we will then see if she 

will be guided or among those who will not be guided. By this test it will show if she is 

intelligent or not, if she is diplomatic or not, if she is really a queen suitable for that 

position and if she will be guided or not. Despite her intelligence, she is crowded with 

the “throne” and position. Based on this test, there will be another test, but it is gently 

to make her Muslim by heart. He had to bring something that will attract her which 

she is familiar with, but he brought it in a different way. Similarly in life, we might eat 

breakfast at home, but that same breakfast in a hotel is more appealing, subhan 

Allah.   

Ayah 42 

ا ِكََأََهـ كََذاَِقيلََََجاَءْتَََفَلمَّ وَََكَأَنَّهَ ََقاَلْتََۗ  ََعْرش  اََقْبلَِهَاََِمنَاْلِعْلمََََوأ وتِيَنَاَۗ  َه  ْسلِِمينََََوك نَّ م   

So when she came, it was said (to her): "Is your throne like this?" She said: "(It is) as 

though it were the very same." And [Sulaiman (Solomon) said]: "Knowledge was 

bestowed on us before her, and we were submitted to Allah (in Islam as Muslims before 

her)." 

Word       Meaning 

ا َجاَءتْ   when she came فَ َلمَّ

َكَذا َعْرُشِك    ِقيَل أَهََٰ    it was said, “is that your throne?” 

 ”she said, “it seem like it is   ۚ  قَاَلْت َكأَنَُّه ُهَو 

قَ ْبِلَهاَوأُوتِيَنا اْلِعْلَم ِمن    and we were given knowledge before her 

وَُكنَّا ُمْسِلِميَ    and we were Muslims  
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• When Balqees came, she did not expect her “throne” or her “power” to be changed. 

They brought something to her which she’s familiar with and this teaches us an 

advanced civilization is one that’s connected.  

• ( ا ِكََََذاأََهـ كََََِقيلَََََجاَءْتََََفَلمَّ َعْرش  ) (So when she came, it was said (to her): "Is your throne like 

this?"): when she came, it was said, “is that your throne?”. And this shows something 

that she is so attached to and thought no one can come close to it, was brought to 

her and in a better way. This is humbling for her. What was her answer? 

• ( وَََكَأَنَّهَ ََقاَلْتَ ه  ) (She said: "(It is) as though it were the very same."): she was very 

diplomatic. She did not outrightly say “yes” otherwise it will show she believed then 

and there, and she did not say “no” otherwise it will show she’s a liar. Her answer was, 

“it seems like it”. This shows anything that is dear to us will be known to us, even if it is 

disguised.  

•  ( اََقْبلَِهاَِمنَاْلِعْلمََََوأ وتِيَنَا ْسلِِمينََََوك نَّ م  ) (And [Sulaiman (Solomon) said]: "Knowledge was 

bestowed on us before her, and we were submitted to Allah (in Islam as Muslims 

before her)."): Her guidance to her throne inspired him to be grateful for Allah’s 

guidance for guiding him to knowledge and making him Muslim. It truly shows how he 

is dealing with Allah ( هلالج لج) with constant gratitude.  

• And this teaches us to not be impressed by being guided to her throne but to be 

grateful for being guided to Lord of the Great Throne, subhan Allah.  

• Sometimes we get impressed with people’s talents and experiences and we will be 

under their “throne”, but one should return to Allah (هلالج لج). We need to appreciate the 

knowledge Allah (هلالج لج) gave us and made us Muslims.  

How can we change ourselves for the better? 

• Be grateful for being guided to knowledge and being Muslim 

• Do not be attached to a “throne”  

• Take what is good and customize it to what is suitable  

• Reflect on situations to be grateful  

May Allah (هلالج لج) make us from the grateful ones and guide us. Ameen. 


