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Ar Rabb 
 
Nothing can overcome the trials and challenges of our lives but Allah SWT. Without knowing               
Him, nothing makes any sense. He is our inspiration for everything. We were created to know                
Him, so getting to know Him will change us from the inside, to upgrade us and reform and                  
improve us, and we will enjoy it. Our souls love to hear about the divine, because it comes from                   
a high place. It is a privilege, this knowledge of Allah SWT and it motivates us to show our                   
devotion, our knowledge of Him through our actions. 
 
Today’s story is about gardens, about the as’hab al jannah. WHen you think of garden you think                 
of beauty and shade, and Paradise is such that no matter how hard we try, we cannot picture                  
how Jannah will be. Even though Allah SWT has described some things about it in the Quran,                 
we still cannot imagine. Allah SWT has prepared something for His slaves, like nothing we can                
ever imagine. 
 
Anything in this dunya that we think is beautiful, in Paradise it is much, much better. And the                  
things we dislike in this dunya, they will be much, much worse in Hell. Knowing this will make us                   
be in control of worldly matters rather than let these matters control us, because what Allah                
SWT has for us is better than anything in this dunya. This will bring a purity to us, and we will                     
not be easily deceived by the glitter of this dunya. When we focus on the aakhirah, we will be                   
content. 
 
Our desires are the biggest obstacle to our success in aakhirah. Our nafs can be so controlling                 
and demanding, even more than shaytan himself. This is why in dua, we seek refuge from the                 
evil of our nafs first, then the evil of shaytan, subhanAllah. When something bad happens,               
people try to blame others, rather than going back and seeing where they went wrong, repent                
and fix the issue. If we don’t do this, then we don’t move forward.  
  
Today’s issue is human greed and miserliness, or bukhl. When we don’t share, and want to                
keep everything for ourselves. When a person does this, they deprive themselves. This is why               
we should purify ourselves by giving and sharing. The story is from Surah Al Qalam, because it                 
teaches us how to reach the best level of paradise - with the best manners. 



Sometimes we see people like to hold on to things for a long time, thinking they will use and                   
then it will be of no benefit to anyone, subhanAllah. This is why zakat exists, to purify us. Unlike                   
sadaqah, which is giving when we want to, zakat makes us give even when we don’t want to.                  
One of the ways to attain the best manners is to always overcome this greed, this miserliness. 
 
Ar Rabb knows the deepest of our feelings and He puts us in a situation to bring it out and to                     
reform the person of these negative feelings. The nurturing will be specific to the person through                
returning and repentance, and of course, hope. 
 
This example was given to the Quraysh, because they were deceived by their blessing, wealth,               
and children and power. They were ungrateful and arrogant. Rather than using our blessings to               
become arrogant, we should see how we can use them to benefit our communities, other               
people. Our blessings are also our trials, subhanAllah, so that we don’t become miserly,              
arrogant or ungrateful etc. It is a test for us to be more obedient with our blessings! Similarly                  
poverty is a test as well, for balance, in order for these two groups to help each other, teach                   
each other and learn from each other. 
 
So these people, they inherited these gardens from their father, who was a pious man. He                
would harvest the gardens in the morning, and keep the gates open. He would keep some but                 
would distribute to those who didn’t have. When this man died, and his children decided not to                 
follow in his footsteps anymore. They decided to pluck the fruit before anyone had a chance to                 
come and ask for it, and when the poor would come, they would tell them it was all gone. They                    
didn’t have the belief that if they shared, they gave, Allah SWT would give them more,                
subhanAllah. 
 
They made this plan and went to bed, and while they slept, Allah SWT executed His Plan. Some                  
disease or sickness or insect came and wiped out all the fruit from the gardens, and their                 
garden went from green to black. In this event, lay a lesson for them while they could still fix                   
their mistakes - to repent, and reform. They slept with bad intention so that they lost their                 
harvest even before they could benefit from it. The next morning when they went early to the                 
gardens, quietly and carefully, they realized what had happened with their bad intentions. 
 
The best among them reminded them that he had told them not to deprive the poor, and to say                   
the tasbeeh. Because just tasbeeh (subhanAllah) enriches you, improves you - it negates all              
imperfections. We have nothing, everything belongs to only Allah SWT and with this voice of               
guidance, they turned back to Allah SWT - it is never too late with Him, and we should never                   
lose hope, because gratitude will bring whatever we lose back for us, but even better than                
before. And this is what happened, they were purified and given better gardens in dunya and                
aakhirah. 
 
And this is what we learn from this story, use our blessings to benefit those around us, to share                   
our blessings, and when we make mistakes, we should go back to Allah SWT, and never lose                 



hope in Him, and remember to be grateful for every situation He puts us in, because He is                  
nurturing us for our benefit. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


