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Ar Rabb 
 
The purpose of our creation is to first know Allah SWT and second, worship Him. How can we                  
worship if we don’t know Him, after all? Even the colonies of ants, and mosquitoes, and the                 
smallest of creation was made to know Allah SWT, to teach us that He has all Knowledge, all                  
Power, all the Ability - qudra and ilm. 
 
Nobody has this power, this planning, this ability - only that happens which Allah SWT wills so                 
there is no point is us getting worked up about situations. Once we know about Him, we feel the                   
devotion and we will want to worship with love, and hope. If we don’t fulfill our purpose, then we                   
will always be dissatisfied and sorrowful. 
 
The stories in the Quran allow us to get to know Allah SWT even better, give us knowledge that                   
we need to improve ourselves, and to grow. Most of the stories we’ve covered show us how                 
Allah SWT nurtures us, to increase our faith in Him to bring us closer to Him. 
 
People’s actions should not affect our reactions, we should choose to react in a way that                
increases us in our faith. We should always look at ourselves and what to fix in ourselves rather                  
than blame and judge the people around us.  
 
Today’s story is about Sulaiman AS and the ants. A creature as small as the ant served as                  
inspiration for Sulaiman AS. The lesson here is that we should underestimate anyone, or              
anything and to seek inspiration and learn from everyone who comes in our path. The ism Allah                 
in this story is again Ar Rabb, and this name is different again from all the Rabb we’ve covered                   
so far. We will also look at gratitude in today’s story inshaAllah. 
 
In Surah Naml,the story of Sulaiman AS and the ants is related. What makes us grateful, but                 
also not to take the blessing for granted? Gratitude should never decrease, but stay steady, or                
as if it’s new - whether for our houses, cars, husband, kids etc. so that there are no negative                   
feelings, only joy and appreciation. What this needs is reminding ourselves that these are all               
blessings from Allah SWT, and sometimes we forget this, as we are busy with our daily lives.                 



The Name Ar Rabb, the Nurturer and Reformer, brings any quality that we want to have, and                 
only Allah SWT Ar Rabb can renew our gratitude. 
 
There is the truth and there is falsehood, and Allah SWT is the One caring for us to reform us,                    
and this is the truth. Falsehood would be shirk that someone other than Allah SWT is in control                  
of  our affairs.  
 
Ar Rabb nurtures us by showering us with blessings - wealth, children or any blessing at all.                 
Shirk in this case is believing that you have what you have because of someone or something                 
else, but only Allah is the Disposer of Affairs, and taking care of you. Allah SWT is in complete                   
control of every matter in the universe. 
 
Even Sulaiman AS who was given so many blessings was given a reminder, to increase him                
shukr. His main blessing was knowledge, but he was also blessed with a vast kingdom, different                
types of armies (ins, jinn, birds), etc and he was grateful for each of them. Allah SWT will always                   
show us things that will bring out more worship from us. Similarly, Allah SWT brought Sulaiman                
AS to a situation to bring out even more gratitude from him. 
 
As he was traveling with his large and varied arms, they came to the valley of ants. Even though                   
they are such tiny creatures, Allah SWT gave them a valley, and a surah named for them. Ants                  
are amazing at managing crisis, and this ant in this story is a female. Because they are small,                  
they run the risk of being crushed, yet they keep going and continue their work - they are                  
determined, positive and do not give up. 
 
In the Quran, the word used for crushed in yahtamannakum, which is used for glass and                
subhanAllah, ants are made of primarily silica! 
 
People tend to panic in a stressful situation, but the ants stay calm and have strategies in place.                  
In such a situation, they know how to get back to their homes in an orderly manner - their                   
homes are not built in a symmetric fashion to help with this. 
 
So in this story, when the ants saw the army of Sulaiman AS, this particular ant knew who he                   
was, and informed the other ants saying that they would crush the ants, but they don’t mean it.                  
The ant makes excuses for Sulaiman AS subhanAllah, and this is a lesson to be positive and                 
think good of people. 
 
Sulaiman AS was able to hear the ant, even though it was so small, and understand what was                  
being said as well. When he heard this, Sulaiman AS smiled, and this was not disrespectful -                 
just because when we see children talking, we would smile anyway. He didn’t stop his army                
though, because he knew he was not in charge of the ants, that they were in charge of                  
themselves, had their own rules, and strategies.  
 
This inspired him to be more grateful and make the dua: 



َصاِلًحا َأْعَمَل َوَأْن َواِلَديَّ َوَعَلٰى َعَليَّ َأْنَعْمَت الَِّتي ِنْعَمَتَك َأْشُكَر َأْن َأْوِزْعِني              َربِّ
اِلِحیَن - 27:19  َتْرَضاُه َوَأْدِخْلِني ِبَرْحَمِتَك ِفي ِعَباِدَك الصَّ

 
"My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed upon me and upon                  
my parents and to do righteousness of which You approve. And admit me by Your mercy into                 
[the ranks of] Your righteous servants." 
 
The ants are always making istighfar for the people who are seeking knowledge, and Nabi SAW                
said this in a hadith (also the fish etc) and this is why we are asked not to kill or crush them,                      
burn them etc. In a hadith, an ant bit a messenger, and he wanted to burn them all, and Allah                    
SWT corrected him. We should not hurt or make fun of any creation of Allah SWT - give them                   
the respect that we would like for ourselves. 
 
We always turn to Allah SWT only when we have a problem but that is not what the deen                   
teaches us, we should be turned with Allah SWT all the time. People are drowning in their                 
issues and give power to one thing or the other, rather than Allah SWT and they cannot be                  
happy as long as they do this - we cannot be happy while far from our Creator. Only la ilaha                    
ilAllah can free us from the many distractors around us - no worries, no problems and no issues                  
for us then. 
 
Allah SWT is the one in charge of getting us to Jannah, all we have to do is be open to and                      
accept His nurturing and reforming. 
 
 
 


