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Chapter (59) sūrat l-ḥashr (The Gathering) 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Class 11 – Nov 23rd 2019 
 

Our Belief 
Every morning we start with the morning supplications. The best thing we can start each day with is 
the belief. And the belief is a measure, your belief is the most precious thing, your belief is how 
much you believe in your Lord; how much you believe in Allah swt.  
 
Belief in Allah swt is the highest pillar of faith – iman al billAllah. The morning and evening 
supplications, the Qur’an, everything that we go through in life is to make you believe more in Allah 
swt. But if I don’t know who is Allah swt then this life, the Qur’an, this decree, I will not understand it 
all. I will not understand the reason behind my existence. What makes sense in our lives is when we 
know our Creator.  
 

Sweetness of the Faith 
When we know Allah swt through His Names and Attributes, everything makes so much sense. Not 
only will life make sense but knowing Allah swt will make life beautiful. You will enjoy looking at 
everything, enjoy looking at Allah swt actions and you will not look at the actions of the people. You 
look at the actions of the people when your faith in Allah swt decreases. When your faith increases 
you don’t look at the actions of the people, you will see it is Allah swt actions and this is the meaning 
of the Sweetness of the Faith. 
 
Not only will you see Allah swt actions you will love Allah swt the most because you know La illaha 
illaLlah. All the du’a shows how much you believe in Allah swt. 
 

Al-Haiyul-Qaiyum 
These two names include all the Most Beautiful Names of Allah swt.  
Al Hayy – the Ever Living never dies; nothing effects His life. There are no faults, no deficiencies, no 
praise or dispraise. His is a perfect life which doesn’t need any means. His life is complete and 
perfect. When you say Ya Al Hayy you are saying no one is perfect except Allah swt, perfect my life, 
reform my life, give me the best in my life. 
 
Al Qaiyyum – the Self Sufficient. Everything is established because He is taking care of everything. 
Allah swt is holding the heavens and the Earth. Allah swt is the One Who makes you to function, to 
move and to grow. Allah swt is the One in charge of all the actions and the inactions in this life – life, 
death, giving, providing and not providing. Whether Allah swt gave to you or didn’t give to you, it is 
all for your reforming, to make you upright. 
 
We think giving makes you upright, not withholding. Every action of Allah swt is to make you upright 
and everything in this world is in harmony.  
 
O Ever Living One, O Self-Sustaining One, by You Mercy do I ask for your support in setting all my 

affairs right. Do not leave me to my soul for so much as a blink of an eye. [Haakim] 
 

‘Yaa hayyu yaa qayoomu, 
When you are asking by these two Names of Allah swt you are asking by the One Who is Most 
Perfect and no one can make your life perfect except Allah swt and you don’t associate with Allah 
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swt another partner. Allah swt makes everything upright because Allah swt is upright, You are Al 
Qaiyyum Al Hayy – the Self Sufficient Master. 
 
When you believe in Al Hayy Al Qaiyyum no one else is perfect, no one else can affect you in a 
positive way. 
 

birahmatika astagheeth. 
By Your Mercy I am asking, I want you to shower me with Your Mercy. Because of Your Mercy I am 
asking so fervently. 
 

Aslih liy sha-aniy kulluhu 
Fix all my matters, maybe it is one matter, maybe 10 matters, or all the matters I don’t even know I 
need. You don’t need to count your affairs, Allah swt knows what needs to be fixed, my knowledge is 
limited about what does and doesn’t need to be fixed. You cannot encompass even what you need 
because your knowledge is so limited. 
 

wa laa takilniy ilaa nafsiy tarfata aynin 
One of your biggest enemies is yourself. O Allah swt do not let me be confident about myself. I 
cannot rely on myself even for a blink of an eye because I cannot handle myself, I cannot provide for 
myself, and I cannot fix myself. Confidence is a big enemy. A blink of an eye can be sorrow, can be 
painful when we rely on ourselves. This makes you to rely on Allah swt which is the tawakkal. 
 

Tawwakkal 
Tawakkal is to rely on Allah swt and to trust Allah swt. Don’t trust yourself. All the Names of Allah 
swt make you to trust Allah swt. Trust Allah swt. But unfortunately we trust our devices, we trust 
ourselves, we rely on our mobile phones, and then we feel disappointed. Just rely only on Allah swt. 
Enough for you is Allah swt, then you will fly like a bird, because you have no worries. Birds will fly 
against the winds from one continent to another without stopping because they are relying on Allah 
swt. Birds are the best example of those who rely on Allah swt between the heavens and the earth.  
 

Tasbih 
In surat Al Hashr Allah swt is telling you what the tasbih means;  

 to negate all the imperfections from Allah swt 
 to negate all the imperfections from all Allah swt and all His actions 
 to negate all the imperfections from all Allah swt and all His Attributes 

 
When there is too much ‘hashr’ in your life, whether it is related to particular situations, whether it 
is the decree, or whether it is the people. When there is so much confusion who can organise it for 
you? Only Allah swt, and that is the tasbih. 
 
The word ‘tasbih’ has the same root as ‘sabbah’ meaning to swim like the fish, fly the birds, orbit like 
the stars, like the sun and the moon. 
 
Chapter (36) sūrat yā sīn 
36:40 It is not allowable for the sun to reach the moon, nor does the night overtake the day, 
but each, in an orbit, is swimming. 
 
Swimming means their actions are very smooth. We want to be like the birds, to be swimming in this 
life to reach to the Pleasure of Allah swt. The last ayat of surat Al Hashr is the most beautiful. Keep 
swimming until you reach your destination, it is worth it.  
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59:22 He is Allah , other than whom there is no deity, Knower of the unseen and the witnessed. He is 
the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful. 
59:23 He is Allah , other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the Perfection, the 
Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah 
above whatever they associate with Him. 
59:24 He is Allah , the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the best names. Whatever 
is in the heavens and earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

 
Why do you need to keep swimming? 
Because you don’t want to miss out on not knowing the beauty of the Names of Allah swt. There is 
no pleasure in this life without knowing Allah swt. The dunya is cursed except three things. 
 
Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “Is not the 

world cursed and everything in it? Except for the remembrance of Allah and what facilitates it, the 

scholar or the student.” 

Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhī 2322 

 
What makes things bitter is: 

 when we are far from Allah swt 
 when we are not teaching or 
 when we are not learning 

 
The knowledge makes you to remember Allah swt. The knowledge teaches you what it is to 
remember Allah swt. There is so much virtue in attending the study circles. The mahjaz is dhikr and 
the angels will encircle the study circle until they reach the Seventh heaven. Allah swt told us about 
the magnificence of the angels: 

 the angels didn’t see Allah swt but still they love Allah swt 
 The angels didn’t see Paradise but still they are hoping for Paradise 
 The angels didn’t see Hellfire but still they are fearing Hellfire 

Allah swt told the angels all your sins are forgiven.  
 
There is so much honour in attending the study circles. Did you guide yourself towards attending the 
study circle? Did you plan many years ago or even just a few years ago that you would come to the 
study circle? Even just by taking part in acquiring the knowledge Allah swt is making the way to 
Paradise easy for you.  
 
This is the knowledge about knowledge. You need evidence that what you are doing is correct. Our 
confidence comes from having the faith. With knowledge you remember Allah swt whether by 
yourself or with a group of people.  
 
Narrated Abu Hurairah The Prophet said, “Allah says, I am just as My slave thinks I am, (i.e. I am 

Able to do for him what he thinks I can do for him) and I am with him if he remembers Me. If he 

remembers Me in himself, I too, remember him in Myself; and if he remembers Me in a group of 

people, I remember him in a group that is better than them; and if he comes one span nearer to Me, I 

go one cubit nearer to him; and if he comes one cubit nearer to Me, I go a distance of two 

outstretched arms nearer to him; and if he comes to Me walking, I go to him running. (Sahih Al-

Bukhari, Vol.9, Hadîth No.502). 
 
This is what keeps us going in life. Everyone in their life, no matter what their circumstances are or 
the problems they have, no matter what confusion is in your life, only knowing Allah swt can 
organise your life. In Surat Al Hashr you will see this journey of ‘tasbih’ – this will make you float, this 
will make you swim and this will also make you fly. You will not look down, you will not look right 
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and you will not look left, you will just keep swimming looking towards your destination which you 
want to reach which is the end of surat al Hashr which is so beautiful.  
 
And that is what Surat al Hashr teaches you. In this surah there were so many people, so many 
problems, people staying, people being pushed out, why were the trees cut, why did they get the 
booty. We are facing so many things like this in our lives, life is so crowded. There is so much ‘taking 
out’ in Surat al Hashr, this is Allah swt taking out whomever He wills. May Allah swt make us to enter 
with truthfulness and to exit with truthfulness – not with lies, not being kuffar etc. 
 
When you have so much confusion you don’t know what is right or what is wrong. Allah swt is telling 
you who is good and who is bad. There are three groups who are good and only one group is bad. 
The bad people are all grouped together even though they are different. The good are grouped 
according to their reaction based on their situation and what they have. 

 The Muhajireen who made sacrifices 
 The ones who accommodated, they are the Ansar 
 Those that come after are who make du’a for those who came before them 

All these three are the successful ones and the Dwellers of Paradise and Allah swt mentioned them 
in the Qur’an. 
 
So many bad people are grouped together but the hypocrites are the worst, because they are 
cheating the believers and they are liars. The Munafiqeen are always there, they were there at the 
time of Nabi saws and they will be here until the Day of Judgement. 
 
Why is Allah swt showing us the characteristic of the hypocrites? 
Allah swt is showing us the characteristic of the hypocrites so that we will not be scared of them. 
Also so that you are aware of their characteristic’s and don’t do what they do. The Munafiqeen don’t 
have the detail about the religion. However, with the ‘fiqh’ you will understand the religion. 
 
59:13 You [believers] are more fearful within their breasts than Allah. That is because they 
are a people who do not understand. 
 
In ayat 13 we mentioned the issues: 

 The hypocrites fear the believers rather than Allah swt 
 The hypocrites are deceitful and cowardly and liars 
 The hypocrites don’t believe in Allah swt 

 
59:14 They will not fight you all except within fortified cities or from behind walls. Their 
violence among themselves is severe. You think they are together, but their hearts are 
diverse. That is because they are a people who do not reason. 
 
The hypocrites are not as they appear, they are cowardly and they back each other up with words, 
but in their actions they cheat each other. Internally they are full of hate and division: 

 Ifftira - separation 
 Watabar – hatred 

They are not as unified as they appear.  
 
Chapter (3) sūrat āl ʿim'rān (The Family of Imrān) 
3:103 And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided. And remember the 
favor of Allah upon you - when you were enemies and He brought your hearts together and you 
became, by His favor, brothers. And you were on the edge of a pit of the Fire, and He saved you from 
it. Thus does Allah make clear to you His verses that you may be guided. 
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From this we learn that the believer’s all need to be united. One of the sicknesses is separation in 
the religion and this is what shaitan wants, shaitan wants the believer’s to be divided if he cannot 
make them kuffar. We always need to be in a jama’a like the People of the Cave, even though they 
were sleeping they were together. When united the believer’s are like one wall, one body that feels 
the pain of the other when they are hurt. When we are separated shaitan will take us.  
 
Don’t fear the munafiqeen as they are not united.  
 
Abu Dawood (666) narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) that the 
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “Straighten the rows, stand shoulder 
to shoulder and fill the gaps; be gentle with their hands of your brothers, and do not leave gaps for the 
Shaytaan. Whoever connects a row, Allah will connect him (with His mercy), and whoever breaks a row, 
Allah will cut him off (from His mercy).” 

 
It is so important for the believer’s to be united even in the salah.  
 

Foolishness 
The munafiqeen are foolish as they have no knowledge, they have no understanding. You need 
knowledge, you need to protect yourself from being foolish and act like a fool – sufahāu. You cannot 
trust the foolish in anything, they argue and blame, they just criticise as they have no work to do. 
The more you know about Allah swt the more you will not make unnecessary comments, the more 
you will not blame, but the more you believe in Allah you will make Tawwakkul Allah swt. Knowledge 
is the protection from foolishness.  
 
Chapter (20) sūrat ṭā hā 
20:114 So high [above all] is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth. And, [O Muhammad], do not hasten with 
[recitation of] the Qur'an before its revelation is completed to you, and say, "My Lord, increase me in 
knowledge." 

 
The Munafiqeen are foolish and divided. 
 
They will not fight you all 
The Munafiqeen cannot fight you when you are united. They are afraid to fight the believer’s face to 
face. 
How will the Munafiqeen fight you? 
except within fortified cities or from behind walls. 

A town where everyone knows each other and which is fortified. They look strong 
but they are not strong. 
 

They need a barrier, so they will fight you behind walls, behind fences and behind 
doors. They are cowards. This reminds us of the beginning of the surah. 
 

59:2 It is He who expelled the ones who disbelieved among the People of the Scripture from their 
homes at the first gathering. You did not think they would leave, and they thought that their fortresses 
would protect them from Allah ; but [the decree of] Allah came upon them from where they had not 
expected, and He cast terror into their hearts [so] they destroyed their houses by their [own] hands 
and the hands of the believers. So take warning, O people of vision. 

 
Allah swt cast fear in the hearts of the hypocrites to make them leave their fortresses. Only Allah swt 
can tell you how the munfiq thinks. Why is Allah swt telling us this? Because this is fiqh, so that you 
will know and understand and you will not be afraid. And to protect ourselves from this, to fear Allah 
swt as no one will protect you except Allah swt. The believers only fear Allah swt and are united. 
They munafiq are not brave as they rely on the means, they don’t rely on Allah swt. 
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Their violence among themselves is severe.  

The violence among them is very severe. They are strong in body but weak in faith. Their 
violence makes them appear strong, but they fight behind walls. When you are strong in 
faith you don’t need a fortress.  
 

Divided 
You think they are together, but their hearts are diverse. 
They are not strong and not united. You assume, you guess, you think, and you see them together 
but their hearts are scattered, they hate each other. They don’t love each other. They are together 
for their own benefit, to defeat the truth, otherwise they have nothing in common or any 
connection with each other.  
 
We need to be united on the inside and on the outside. You will love each other by spreading the 
‘Salaam’ 
 

Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “You 

will not enter Paradise until you have faith and you will not have faith until you love each 

other. Shall I show you something that, if you did, you would love each other? Spread peace 

between yourselves.” 

Source: Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 54 
 
Pure love is love done for Allah swt, there is no separation. Their hearts are scattered so there is no 
love and there is no strength. Al Anfal Allah swt says not to separate as they will make us weak. In 
life there is always a battle between truth and falsehood until the Day of Judgement. When 
separated we will fail.  

 
That is because they are a people who do 
not reason. 
They don’t use their akhal, they would prefer 
the goodness if they did use their akhal. They 
desire the worst of the things. But those who 
use their akhal give victory to each other. Your 
strength is the love. 
 
 
 

 
 


