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Chapter (59) sūrat l-ḥashr (The Gathering) 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Class 14 – Dec 28th 2019 
 
When you remember Allah swt you have different feelings. May Allah swt make us among those 
who remember Allah swt. When the reminders of Allah swt decrease you feel lost – so then you 
want more & more knowledge. Seeking knowledge is like jihad fi sabilillah (struggle for the sake 

of Allah swt). Not everyone’s ears and hearts are open to receive the knowledge – receiving the 
knowledge is from Allah swt. 
 

Iman 
When you go to the Qur’an you need to refresh your iman. Iman is believing in something which I 
don’t see with my eyes but I believe in it because Allah swt told me about it. Allah swt told us about 
the biggest ghayb which is to believe in Allah swt; 

 believe that Allah swt exists and He is the Lord Who is disposing of all the affairs of every 
creation in this world; 

 Believe that Allah swt is Illah, the One we need to devote ourselves to and attach to; 

 Believe that Allah swt is Perfect, no one is equal to Him or resembling Him. 
If I don’t believe in Allah swt divinity, Lordship and perfections then I will not benefit from the 
Qur’an. The more I believe in Allah swt the more my heart is open to what I need to fill the gaps in 
my life. I want to know more, but if I don’t have any faith, the Qur’an can create gaps in my life as I 
will not understand and I will have more doubts. 
 
For the believer the Qur’an will bring more glad tidings. For the hypocrite the Qur’an will add more 
wrath and confusion. There is one Qur’an but so many different reactions. When you are not ready 
to receive the Qur’an you will not understand it. Focus on the faith, believe in Allah swt. 
 

Slave of Allah swt 
No matter how much you do you are a slave except with your devotion to Allah swt, this is how you 
get the freedom. We are trapped with sorrow, chained to our problems and sadness because you 
are not a slave of Allah swt. It is Allah swt Who controls the world, Allah swt decrees and Allah swt 
ordains. 

 
O Allah, wherever You are taking 
me, I will go, I have to go so I don’t 
worry. Whatever You judge or 
decide I am following it, willingly or 
unwillingly. 
 
Your decree for me is fair. When I 
don’t feel that I am a slave I am 
confused.  
 
Asking Allah swt by all His Names is 

the faith. So you don’t believe in anyone else, you don’t believe in yourself or your experience, Allah 
swt knows. Allah swt is dealing with us with so many Names.  
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Our actions and attributes are not 
perfect so we ask Allah by all His 
Names, even the Names we don’t 
know. 
 
The Qur’an removes the distress but 
we need to be prepared to receive 
the Qur’an; to make the Qur’an the 
Spring of my Heart. 
 
Surat al Hashr begins with so much 

noise – you are drowning because you are not thinking that you are a slave. A slave does not speak, 
a slave does not complain, a slave does not blame, argue or suggest; a slave doesn’t even think ‘Why 
did Allah swt not give me?’ This ‘hashr’ is when I don’t feel that I am a Slave of Allah swt. 
 

Know Yourself 
To remove any confusion in your life, to remove the webs in your life, to remove the problems that 
make you feel like you are falling is to know who is Allah swt, but you need to know yourself. If you 
don’t know who you are you cannot have any connection with Allah swt. If I don’t know myself I 
cannot benefit from the Qur’an.  
 
Faith increases when I know who I am. When I know who I am, the benefit from the Qur’an 
increases. The Qur’an will add more richness, light and guidance to your life. What distracts us from 
increasing our faith is when we don’t know who we are. I raise myself to a position that I am not. I 
cannot fly because I feel that I am in control. 
 
This du’a has three parts: 

1. About Allah 
2. About yourself 
3. About the Qur’an 

 
Any confusion in your life, when your life seems scattered, no one can bring it together except Allah 
swt. With Allah swt life makes so much sense and everything is in it’s right place. You will be at rest, 
there are no gaps in your life, there are no faults in your life, and there are no holes. When there is 
confusion in your life shaitan will come and whisper. But, when you know Allah swt He will bring 
everything together so that there are no gaps or confusion in your life. 
 

The Solution 
The solution is to feel I don’t know anything, to feel I am not able to do anything, to feel only Allah 
swt is the All Knower and able to do everything.  

 I don’t know anything and 

 I’m not able to do anything 
Only Allah swt can know everything and is able to do anything. With Allah swt everything is possible. 
Allah swt can create things, I cannot create things to make everything perfect. 
 
59:24 He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; 
 

AL-KHALIQ (الخالق) The Creator 
AL-BARI (البارئ) The Evolver 

AL-MUSAWWIR (ر  The Fashioner (الُمَصوِّ
 



3 
 

From nothing Allah swt can create things, from nothing Allah swt can create feeling, Allah swt can 
create the worship, Allah swt can initiate anything, with Allah swt anything possible. 
 

What must I do? 
Do the Tasbih. Don’t feel negative as this will drag you down, and you will drown. Don’t think bad 
because Allah swt knows about everything and Allah swt is able to do anything.  
 
In the journey of Surat al Hashr everything is now going back to it’s place. In the beginning of Surat al 
Hashr everything is scattered but Allah swt wants you to understand how things happen in life with 
the decree and with the groups of the people. 
 
Ayat 18 is about the command from Allah swt: 
59:18 O you who have believed, fear Allah. And let every soul look to what it has put forth for 
tomorrow - and fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do. 
 
This should be your focus, don’t follow your desires because you will then be confused. This is the 
struggle in your life, taqwa or following my desires. Allah Al Khabir is aware of all the matters. What 
is brought forth, what it produces, what is the result and what is the outcome Allah swt knows so 
don’t follow the desires. 
 
59:19 And be not like those who forgot Allah, so He made them forget themselves. Those are 
the defiantly disobedient. 
 

What is the challenge in this ayah? 
The challenge is the sickness of ghaflah. This ayah will solve this sickness. The Qur’an will purify you 
and solve the sicknesses but I need to know what are the sicknesses so that I feel that I need to be 
purified of the sickness. 
 
When I know what is the sickness I should look at myself, and this ayah will cure the sickness and the 
Qur’an will raise me up with the different types of worship. 
 

GHAFLAH 
Ghaflah means forgetfulness, when the person themselves chooses to forget, they know it is there 
but intentionally they forget about it.  
 
Sometimes we genuinely forget but we are not accounted for it. But when we intentionally forget 
after we sometimes even remember, this is ghaflah. For example in Surat al Kahf in the story of 
Musa AS the servant forgot about the fish.  
 
Chapter (30) sūrat l-rūm (The Romans) 
30:7 They know only the outside appearance of the life of the world (i.e. the matters of their 
livelihood, like irrigating or sowing or reaping, etc.), and they are heedless of the Hereafter. 
 
They know everything about the dunya but they neglect the akhirah, it is absent from their minds. 
For example people see the eclipse but they are ghafaleen, they are not looking at from the concept 
of the faith, as an ayah. It is absent from their mind and forgotten because of their desires, so this 
person is careless.  
 
We will forget about the Day of Judgement if we don’t guard it. We so easily forget the tangible 
things so what about the ghayb, so we need to guard it. Quickly we forget about things of the dunya. 
We even forget the actions of the heart if we don’t take of them. But when it is your concern you 
check it regularly as you don’t want to forget. 
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Allah swt forbade the Prophet saws from ghaflah. Allah swt told Nabi saws to remember Allah swt all 
the time with feelings so that he didn’t’ forget. 
 
Chapter (7) sūrat l-aʿrāf (The Heights) 
7:205 And remember your Lord within yourself in humility and in fear without being 
apparent in speech - in the mornings and the evenings. And do not be among the heedless. 
 
When you have feelings for something or situations in your life you don’t forget about it, whether 
the feeling is happiness or pain. When something is deeply rooted in you, you don’t want to forget 
as you know what will happen.  
 

Who is your companion? 
Chapter (18) sūrat l-kahf (The Cave) 
18;28 And keep yourself patient [by being] with those who call upon their Lord in the 
morning and the evening, seeking His countenance. And let not your eyes pass beyond them, 
desiring adornments of the worldly life, and do not obey one whose heart We have made 
heedless of Our remembrance and who follows his desire and whose affair is ever [in] 
neglect. 
 
You need to be with the those who invoke Allah swt, and when you see them they remind you of 
Allah swt. Your eyes should not leave them, this is how much you need to be connected to people 
like them. Your eyes will only leave them when you want the adornments of this life. Just seeing 
those who remind you of Allah swt, even if they don’t talk, you remember Allah swt.  
 
Don’t obey someone whose heart is negligent, they forget, they are ignorant, there is a barrier so 
they don’t remind you of Allah swt. They themselves need the remembrance of Allah swt and all 
their matters are scattered. They will confuse you so don’t obey them, be someone who reminds 
you Allah swt, don’t follow someone who follows their desires. 
 

Ghaflah as a Punishment 
Allah swt made this person to forget as they are following their desires. 
 
Chapter (16) sūrat l-naḥl (The Bees)  
16:108 Those are the ones over whose hearts and hearing and vision Allah has sealed, and it 
is those who are the heedless. 
 
They see the ayat, they hear the ayat but there is a barrier on their heart, over their eyes and their 
ears. You always need to guard the knowledge, to guard the feelings, and to guard your heart. You 
can distinguish between those who remind you of Allah swt and those who don’t. When you are 
reminded of Allah swt you feel at peace and you will have a pure heart. Your heart is disturbed when 
the person only desires the dunya.  
 
In Surat al Hashr after the command to not follow your desires, then comes the command to not 
forget, to not forget Allah swt. In ayah 19 Allah swt mentions what not to do, and the consequence 
of not following the command. 
 
And be not like 
This means, maybe you will be, so you need to take every precaution to not be like this. It is in your 
hands not to be like this so you do things so as to not forget. We easily forget because it is ghayb so 
you need to be more aware. This is within your willpower. 
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Don’t be like who? 
those who forgot Allah, 

Intentionally they forgot.  Only Allah swt can distinguish between those who forget 
unintentionally and those who forget intentionally. nasū here means ghaflah but it 
appears on the outside as just forgetfulness.  

 

Forget who? l-laha – they forget His remembrance, they forget to fulfil the rights of devotion of 
love, of fear and of tawakkul because of their desires. You forget remembering Allah and you forget 
what you should do for Allah swt. 
 
Desires can take a person to far away places. We don’t forget for example to eat, to drink or to sleep 
because it is a priority for us and benefits us. Things for our benefit we should not forget. To solve all 
your problems don’t forget Allah swt. When you forget Allah swt you will forget yourself. When you 
remember Allah swt and remember what you do for Allah swt, Allah swt will make you to remember 
where you are, remember who you are, remember the benefit of yourself, remember the good 
things and then you won’t forget them. 
 
When you are lost you don’t do things that benefit you. The solution is to remember Allah swt and 
remember what you should do for Allah swt. We don’t remember Allah swt when we remember not 
to remember Allah swt, to forget about it. But when you remember Allah swt, or anyone reminds 
you of Allah swt, all your issues will go away as the heart can only take Allah swt alone.  
 
When you remember Allah Ar Rahman Ar Rahim, you will think why am I worrying, Allah swt will 
solve the issue. Remembering the people is a disease – it will not solve the problem. The moment 
you remember Allah swt, Allah swt will take care of all your affairs and guide you to the best.  
 

Abdullah ibn Busr reported: A man said, “O Messenger of Allah, the laws of Islam are too 

many for me, so tell me something I can hold onto.” The Messenger of Allah, peace and 

blessings be upon him, said, “Keep your tongue moist with the remembrance of Allah.” 

Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhī 3375 
 

Allah swt Haq on You 
Your ‘haq’ is to worship Allah swt and to not associate with Him another partner. To remember to be 
grateful to Allah swt, to love, to fear and to rely on Him. We forget this. If I don’t remember Allah 
swt I won’t remember the rights of Allah swt.  

 We Forget Allah swt by remembering others rather than Allah swt 
 We forget Allah swt by forgetting the rights of Allah swt on us 

For example as a mother you are always reminding your children to do things. Then one day they 
grow up and go away and they forget about you. They forget all the sacrifices you made for them.  
 
Remembrance has so many feelings. You feel happy when someone remembers you. In life we don’t 
want to be forgotten. Nabi saws has not been forgotten. Good people are not forgotten. Allah swt 
will not be harmed when forgotten, but we are harmed when we don’t remember Allah swt or we 
ourselves are forgotten. Always remember the people in your life with goodness. Sometimes we 
forget the people, even if they came into your life for one minute bringing good, don’t forget them. 
 
When you forget anything you will manage but when you forget Allah swt what will happen? 
 
so He made them forget themselves.  
 

http://corpus.quran.com/qurandictionary.jsp?q=nsy#(59:19:4)
http://corpus.quran.com/qurandictionary.jsp?q=Alh#(59:19:5)
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To forget Allah swt is not something simple. When you forget Allah swt you will forget the goodness 
of yourself, you forget what benefits you, you forget your own self. For example like a mother who is 
so busy taking care of her children she forgets to look after herself. 
 

so He made them forget themselves. 
  
 

Myself 
Yourself is the priority as you cannot benefit others. For example if you don’t seek guidance yourself 
how will you guide others. The punishment for forgetting Allah is to forget yourself. A mother 
doesn’t forget herself because she is busy with her children, she forgets herself because she forgets 
Allah swt. You only forget yourself when you forget Allah swt. When you are occupied with 
something, stressed about something, or worried about someone, you forget Allah swt.  
 
Remember Allah swt, this will make you less tense. Then Allah swt will make you to remember 
yourself, the goodness of yourself, the benefit of yourself. Everything will go smoothly and you will 
remember everything, you will remember yourself, and you will remember what you need to do in 
your life.  
 
People forget the goodness of themselves, they are harming themselves, they do bad things as they 
forget to do good things for themselves. Allah swt has beautiful Names and Attributes but it needs 
reminders, when we forget then we forget ourselves.  
 
Those are the defiantly disobedient. 

When you forget Allah swt, Allah swt makes you to forget yourself then you 
become rebellious. The fitra wants to be obedient to Allah swt, not rebellious. 
Rebelliousness shows on the outside 

 
How to be good? 
Remember Allah swt to be a good 
person. Remember Allah swt to be 
efficient, to be obedient, to be successful 
and to be happy.  
 
The outcome of forgetting Allah swt is 
rebelliousness. The one remembering 
Allah swt is obedient to Allah swt, and 
you remember what benefits you. 

 

The Decree 
After the two commands: 

o Of taqwa 
o Not be like those who forget Allah swt 

Allah swt mentions what makes you to know the divisions of the people: 
o The decree shows who does remember Allah and who is doing the taqwa. These are the 

believer’s and the people of Paradise. They remember Allah swt when the decree comes. 
o The munafiqeen or the kaffar will question the decree, they will follow their desires and they 

will not remember Allah swt. 
The decree and the commands categorise the people. We are tested in life through the commands 
and the decree. Who is following their desires, and who is not following their desires? The believers 
and the non-believer’s are not equal. 
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We don’t want to be munafiqeen when there is a difficult decree. The munafiqeen will talk about 
what happened. The decree will show who is a hypocrite, who is a believer. The true believer 
doesn’t say anything about it and doesn’t even want to listen; but the believer in the middle will 
listen to the words of the hypocrite. This division happens when the decree comes, even if the 
decree looks so perfect.  
 
You want to be among the believer’s so you believe it is from Allah swt. You don’t even mention that 
a believer cut down a tree. The decree distinguishes the one who talks and the one who doesn’t talk. 
When the booty was distributed people talked about it and this talking created the ‘hashr’. Allah swt 
tests people with the people to see who is a hypocrite. 
 
59:20 Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of Paradise. The 
companions of Paradise - they are the attainers [of success]. 

 
They don’t remember Allah swt, they follow their desires, they are rebellious 
because they follow their desires. They create problems.  
 

Just remember Allah swt.  
 

Harithah ibn Wahb reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “Shall I 

not tell you about the inhabitants of Paradise? Every meek, humble person, but if they 

swore an oath by Allah, he would fulfill it. Shall I not tell you about the inhabitants of 

Hellfire? Every cruel, rude, and arrogant person.” 

Source: Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4634, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2853 
 
The people of Hellfire, their hearts are hardened. While the people of Jannah are discreet, they don’t 
put themselves into a trial. They focus on the dhikr Allah swt and they don’t get distracted because 
everything is a test. What you think, what you say is a test. Allah al Aziz Al Hakim. 
 
Which decree? The decree in the beginning of Surat al Hashr. The story of Musa AS in Surat al Kahf. 
A man killing a boy is teaching you. Eventually Khidr AS left Musa AS, as Musa AS wasn’t learning 
even though he had so much knowledge. But Allah swt knowledge is perfect. In Surat al Hashr trees 
were cut down, homes were demolished, but this was to show Allah swt is in control, to test the 
people, to distinguish the people who talk and those who don’t talk.  
 
The companions of Paradise - they are the attainers [of success]. 
The believer’s with taqwa will have the best life. Those who forget Allah swt will be dwellers of 
Hellfire. May Allah swt make us among the companions of Jannah. 
 

The winners, meaning there is a race, there is a struggle, there is a competition, 
and they are the people of Jannah.  
 

The people of Hellfire said they can do everything but they lost. The believer is cautious but they 
won. Being stressed doesn’t make you achieve anything. The one who remembers Allah swt looks as 
if they have no worries in their life, they are walking slowly. The taqwa, and remembering Allah swt 
makes you a winner, fāizūn. 
 


