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Chapter (59) sūrat l-ḥashr (The Gathering) 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Class 15 – Jan 4th 2020 
 
We never want to forget everything we know about Allah swt. We want to remember Allah swt all 
the time. We need to appreciate and thank Allah swt for being in a study circle is a huge blessing. 
Allah swt will make your way to paradise easy so there is no hardship in your life and it will be easy 
for you to overcome the challenges in your life. This is the truth 
 
The moment we are far away from Allah swt life becomes difficult as we are nurtured with the 
difficulty. Allah swt provided for the Sahabah because they were seeking the knowledge. Special 
angels surround the study circles and the angels lower their wings. Allah swt will forgive you all your 
sins and replace them with good deeds. Allah swt always rewards you, nothing is ever lost with Allah 
swt. 
 

Musabbihat 
Surat al Hashr is from ‘SubhanAllah musabbihat’, it begins with the tasbih “SubhanaAllah”, Allah swt 
glorification. Why do we need the tasbih? I see things and I hear things and I have a questions. To 
me things or situations look incomplete, things look faulty because our eyes and ears a limited. But 
in fact everything is in it’s place. But we don’t understand. The tasbih makes you to always go 
forward, to not stop.  
 

Angels 
The angels are always doing tasbih, why? The angels never stop but they see more than what we 
see, they see all the faults of the people, they are writing everything down. They see what is 
happening, they see the fasad (corruption). But we don’t know. When we see imperfections it 
affects us. But the angels are always glorifying Allah swt. They know Allah swt judges, accounts and 
takes care of everything. 
 
The beginning of Surat al Hashr has so much hashr but towards the end the ayat are purely about 
Allah swt. 
 
59:20 Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of Paradise. 
In ayat 19 and 20 there are two groups of people: 

- People of Hellfire 
- People of Jannah 

It is not mentioned whether they are believers, kuffar (disbelievers) or munafiqeen (hypocrites).  
 
Not equal - In life there we have so many titles but on the Day of Judgement Allah 
swt decides. The obedient will not be dealt with the same way as the rebellious. 

Someone good is different to someone who is bad. The munafiqeen treat everyone the same. But 
for the believer this is unfair.  
 
The people of Hellfire are being dealt with by Allah swt justice, there is no oppression. And the 
people of Jannah are being dealt with by Allah swt favour. The little you do for Allah swt the more 
Allah swt will favour you.  
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The problem is we forget Allah swt. We have problems because we forget Allah swt. The minimum 
we can do is to repent to Allah swt. When there is any confusion in your life remember Allah swt and 
Allah swt will remember you, Allah swt will open a way for you and make it easy for you.  
 

Qaswat al Qalb – A Hard Heart 
Ayah 21, solves an issue, it solves a sickness of the heart, a hard heart. 
 
What is the behaviour of one with a hardened heart? They have no feelings. The rahmah is removed 
from their hearts. No one wants to be round such people. They are like machines and have no 
emotions. The mercy comes from Allah swt, from dhikr Allah swt. We make the ibadah and seek 
knowledge to soften our hearts, not to make our hearts harder. 
 
Those with no compassion, with no mercy for the people, they are arrogant, selfish, only thinking 
about themselves. Their hearts are not flexible i.e. a child comes to you and you push them away. 
The believer needs to be flexible. Your measure is how you deal with the people – your akhlaq 
(manners). 
 

No Mercy 
The hard heart has no mercy to the people, and no mercy towards the animals. There is a hadith 
about a woman who read the Qur’an, fasted and prayed but she is in Hellfire because she was cruel 
to an animal. 
 
"A woman went to Hell due to imprisoning a cat in the house. She did not give it any food and did 
not let it go out and eat the insects on earth."  
 
[Bukhari, Bad'ul-Khalq 17, Shirb 9, Anbiya 50; Muslim, Birr 151, (2242)] 
 

Once the Prophet saws saw a bird crying because her children had been taken from her – who would 
do that. Don’t separate your worship from the people. The best worshipper maybe in Hellfire 
because of their bad tongue. A true worshipper, a true believer will automatically act softly. The 
sahabah were previously hard hearted before they accepted Allah swt. 
 

Dhikr & Returning to Allah swt 
Those not conscious of returning to Allah, their hearts are dry, they are far from the reminder and 
the tawbah. They feel very proud of themselves.  
 
Chapter (57) sūrat l-ḥadīd (The Iron) 
57:16 Has the time not come for those who have believed that their hearts should become 
humbly submissive at the remembrance of Allah and what has come down of the truth? And 
let them not be like those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed over 
them, so their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly disobedient. 
 
The knowledge about Allah swt is not just information, it is about softening the heart, this is the real 
knowledge. You don’t use knowledge to judge people, to attack people, you use the knowledge for 
yourself.  
 
PARABLE 
 

What softens a mountain? 
The Qur’an. This ayah contains a parable of the mountain when the Qur’an is revealed upon it. This 
is the first mention of the Quran in Surat al Hashr and then in the following verses it is mentioned 
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the Names of Allah swt. So first the Qur’an is mentioned as it should soften the heart, this is the 
correct reaction, this is the nurturing of the Qur’an. The advice for us is to go to the Qur’an. 
 
59:21 If We had sent down this Qur'an upon a mountain, you would have seen it humbled 
and coming apart from fear of Allah. And these examples We present to the people that 
perhaps they will give thought. 
 
To go forward and to be foremost in taking what Allah swt tells us you need a soft heart, and the 
Qur’an softens the heart. This ayah prepares you for the beautiful Names of Allah swt which come in 
the ayah 21. 
 
59:21 If We had sent down this Qur'an upon a mountain, 

 
If We had sent down. The Qur’an was sent down on Nabi saws through the angel Jibril 
AS. The Qur’an is KalamAllah. The Qur’an was revealed to the people, specifically to 
the hearts of the people. 

 

What should we do with the Qur’an? 
We should listen to the Qur’an, read the Qur’an, ponder upon the Qur’an, memorise the Qur’an & 
apply the Qur’an. For sure the Qur’an impacts the people because it is divine. If this does not happen 
to the people they are worse than the mountains. 
 
In Surat al Baqarah after the story of the cow, Allah swt says: 
 
Chapter (2) sūrat l-baqarah (The Cow) 
2:74 Then your hearts became hardened after that, being like stones or even harder. For 
indeed, there are stones from which rivers burst forth, and there are some of them that split 
open and water comes out, and there are some of them that fall down for fear of Allah. And 
Allah is not unaware of what you do. 
 
The Bani Israel didn’t accept the commands from Allah swt from the beginning. They asked so many 
questions, after struggling they finally carried out the command to slaughter a cow.  
 

the mountain has pegs, a strong foundation. On the Day of Judgement the mountains will 
shake.  
 

you would have seen it humbled and coming apart from fear of Allah. 
 

surely you (would) have seen it – this is what will happen if the Qur’an was sent on 
the mountain though you will not actually see it – it is only apparent to Nabi saws. 
 

We will see two effects: 
- khāshiʿan 
- mutaṣaddiʿan 

 

humbled. You associate the word ‘khushoo’ with the salat, the internal action of the 
prayer so your limbs are humbled and quite on the outside. The Qur’an is ‘khasha’. 
 

breaking asunder. The mountain cracked open because the Qur’an is so perfect in 
it’s effect.  
 

What is the effect of the Qur’an on you?  
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You may feel calm, you may shiver or you may cry. The Qur’an effects the mountain internally and 
externally. People usually cry when they hear about Hellfire, but you should fear Allah swt more 
than you fear the punishment. 

 
khashyati l-lahi - this is the action of the heart – fearing Allah swt by knowledge. The 
mountain cracks because of it’s knowledge of Allah swt. So when you focus on Allah 
swt and focus on the Qur’an and the impact of the Qur’an you will not be cracked by 

life. You will not fear the people or fear anything of the dunya when you fear Allah swt. The one who 
fears Allah swt is the one who has knowledge. Nabi saws said that he fears Allah swt the most and 
has the most knowledge about Allah swt. 
 
And these examples We present to the people that perhaps they will give thought. 
 

The Knowledge 
 
The more you know about Allah swt the more you will fear 
Allah swt and this will soften the heart.  
 
Lack of knowledge will harden the heart. Those with knowledge 
who do not fear Allah swt their hearts will be hardened.  

 
A worshipper loves (mahabba), fears (khawf) and hopes (raja) from Allah swt but this fear (khashya – 
fear with knowledge) of Allah swt is an extra worship. The impact of the Qur’an is more when you 
have fear of Allah swt with knowledge, with the actions of the hearts. The more feelings you have 
about Allah swt the more the effect of the Qur’an is complete and your life will be easier. When the 
heart is not ready there is less impact of the Qur’an so it all depends on you.  

 

Tafakkur – Give Thought 
This ayat is evidence that mountains have feelings. The higher up the mountain you 
go the less vegetation there is so it all just rock. The Qur’an extracts the worship of 

the heart – the fear with knowledge. So we need to do Tafakkur & Tadabbur – which opens the 
treasures of the knowledge. 
 


