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Allah SWT sent the Quran to mankind as guidance, as a cure and there is nothing like it to                   
change us to bring out the best of us. It is our duty to ponder and reflect upon it. The more we                      
spend time with the Quran, the more we will change, and be nourished. 
 
The parables in the Quran allow us to visualize things, and understand the matter deeply. Allah                
SWT says in Surah Baqarah, ayah 62: 
 

 
 
Why are the parables in the Quran? Because they provide us with the wisdom and clarity we                 
need. It is an answer for those who deny Allah’s Word as well. It is to reform us, to guide us in                      
whatever way is possible. We should start with acceptance and gratitude when we study the               
parables. 
 
Those who believe will be increased in faith, be nourished by it and know that it is a tool for                    
them. The wisdom from the parable is internal and external guidance to the straight path,               
through beneficial knowledge, good actions and beautiful manners. Those who disbelieve may            
increase in disbelief, through confusion and objection. 
 

The Parable 
 
Surah Hadid is all about balance and from it is taken the first parable we will look at. In Surah                    
Hadid, ayah 20: 



 

 
 
One of the distractions from guidance is dunya. People are trapped in the magic of dunya. This                 
ayah starts with a’alamu and ends with the mention with deception, which means that we should                
know this otherwise we will fall into the disillusionment of the dunya, with its colors and beauty.                 
But we should know what the real nature of it is. 
 
The ahl-ad-dunya is busy with dunya, they are heedless and negligent of their duties to Allah                
SWT. They are distracted from working towards their aakhira. 
 
Those who care about their aakhirah will not make the dunya their destination, but treat it as a                  
tunnel or a bridge, or even a ride. They will use everything Allah SWT has given them in the                   
dunya to fortify their aakhirah. 
 
The reality of the dunya is that it is like a good abundant rain, that mixes with the earth, causing                    
the plants that feed people and animals to flourish, it will beautify the earth around as well. All                  
the ugliness is concealed by Allah SWT. Al kuffar will only look at the plants, focus on its beauty                   
and benefits. He does not think about where it came from. This is the tangible picture of the                  
dunya. 
 
Those who are attached to this will be disappointed because it will all eventually go away and                 
they will be left empty-handed. And for them will be a severe punishment. Those who are aware                 
of the nature of the dunya know that they need to be alert, and ask for forgiveness and make                   
the best of the dunya. 



Names of Allah from the Parable 
From this parable we also have two names of Allah SWT, Al Ghafoor and Al Ghaffar. Knowing                 
Allah SWT through His Beautiful Names is like a garden within a garden. Al Ghafoor conceals                
sins, the ugliness and Al Ghaffar shows the beauty. He will not expose the sins of the people in                   
front of the others. He overlooks our sins and forgives us, and we should believe               
whole-heartedly in the maghfirah of Allah SWT. We want the forgiveness of the dunya and               
aakhirah, we want to be forgiven, as well as forgiving. 
 
Even if we have sins that cover up the whole horizon, Allah SWT has promised us forgiveness                 
as long as we return to Him. We ask Him for His forgiveness. Our Nabi SAW asked for                  
forgiveness through the day. He makes us have hope in our hearts and not fall into the traps of                   
despair. When we ask forgiveness, Allah SWT exchanges the bad for good for us. 
 

Actions of the Heart 
 
Al yaqadha (الیقظة) means to be alert, this is the first step for a believer in his journey to success.                    
It is a disturbance of the heart, that causes us to be awake and alert, and not stay in a state of                      
heedless. Those who are in the darkness cannot see what they’re doing, they think everything is                
beautiful in their own eyes, and they lose themselves for and in the dunya, and they do not fulfill                   
their purpose. When our hearts are awake, and alert, they make us see everything around us                
for what it is. A life of guidance is the only with real value. 
 
In Surah An’aam, ayah 122, Allah SWT says: 

َكذَِٰلَك ْنَهاۚ مِّ ِبَخاِرٍج َلْیَس ُلَماِت الظُّ ِفي َثُلُه مَّ َكَمن النَّاِس ِفي ِبِه َیْمِشي ُنوًرا َلُه َوَجَعْلَنا َفَأْحَیْیَناُه َمْیًتا َكاَن                     َأَوَمن
 ُزیَِّن ِلْلَكاِفِریَن َما َكاُنوا َیْعَمُلوَن

And is one who was dead and We gave him life and made for him light by which to walk among                     
the people like one who is in darkness, never to emerge therefrom? Thus it has been made                 
pleasing to the disbelievers that which they were doing. 
 

Manners 
 
We take our manners from the hadith. 
 
Nabi SAW compared the dunya to when one of us dips his finger in the ocean and what he                   
takes from it, that is what the dunya is like, subhanAllah.  



 
Another hadith says Nabi SAW was worried for us about the dunya being open to us. A man                  
asked him but if it is the blessing of the dunya and it is a good thing, what evil could come from                      
it? And Nabi SAW replied, that it depends on the actions of the people taking this opening, that                  
khayr will come khayr, and sharr will come from sharr. The dunya is good, but it becomes bad                  
from the actions of the people. 
 
Yet another hadith, Nabi SAW said there are two people who are never satisfied - those who                 
are always seeking knowledge, and those who are overcome by the dunya. He SAW also said                
that the dunya and everything in it is cursed except remembrance of Allah, those who associate                
themselves with Allah, a learned person and those that are learning. 
 
A man came to Nabi SAW and asked him to tell him to tell him an act that will make people love                      
him, and Allah SWT will love him. Nabi SAW told him, to leave the dunya and Allah SWT will                   
love him, and if he leaves what people have in their hands, then they will love him.  
 
Nabi SAW also said when you seek from the dunya, make it general, not special or specific, and                  
make the asking beautiful, not difficult. Allah SWT has already written for us what we will get in                  
dunya, we should stress or worry about it - don’t let it affect us.  
 

Dua 
 

 
 



O Allah, apportion for us, fear of You, that shall come between us and disobedience of You, and                  
of obedience to You, which shall cause us to obtain Your Paradise, and of certainty, which shall                 
make the afflictions of the world easy for us, and enjoyment of our hearing, and our seeing, and                  
our strength as long as You keep us alive, and make it the inheritor of us. And let our                   
vengeance be upon those who have wronged us, and aid us against those who show enmity                
towards us, and do not make our affliction in our religion, and do not make this world our                  
greatest concern, nor the limit of our knowledge, and do not give power over us to those who                  
will not have mercy on us.  


