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Introduction 
This course is about the family relationships and the values and morals that should be practiced 
between the spouses and the family members in general. Allah described the Marriage as a strong 
covenant.  The covenant requires: 

1. Living together in goodness in utterances and action. The husband should be kind to the wife 
in his speech and actions (i.e. dealings). He should fulfil the rights for his spouse with regards 
to the expenditure and should not harm her. Allah will ask both the husband and the wife 
about the fulfillment of the covenant. They should do their best to fulfil it. 

2. It requires truthfulness and trust. They should not lie to one another and they should not betray 
each other. 
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3. There should understand each other and there should be affection and love between one 
another.  

Only the true believers will be looking at marriage as a strong covenant because they know that 
Allah will ask them about it on the Day of Judgment. 

VALUES: AL WAFA ( LOYALTY/ TRUST/ FULFILLMENT) CONTD… 
 

The Prophet ملسو ھیلع هللا ىلص  said Let not a male believer hate a female believer for if he dislikes a 
certain type of conduct from her then surely he will be pleased by another. 

Sheikh As Saadi explained this hadith in this book “means of attainment of happiness”. He said one 
of the causes of grief and distress when we deal with people in this life is to be sensitive such that  
just one word will offend and irritate you. So we should not be sensitive because the person might 
have said it unintentionally. Another cause of distress if to think the people around us are free of 
deficiencies because people are not perfect. This life is not perfect and human beings are not perfect. 
Allah tells us in Surah Al Balad that we have many obstacles in the life. 

 

 

 
One of the obstacle that we have to face is our characteristics and also the characteristics of the 
people around us. Everyone person thinks he is perfect but others are full of faults.  
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The first thing we need to know is that Allah created people with different characteristics with different 
lineage. The people will not behave according to our desire. Secondly we need to understand that 
we cannot live with a person who has exactly the same characteristics e.g. if a wife is short tempered 
gets married to the same type of man then there will be a lot of conflict.  

The third fact that we should know that Allah decreed our spouse to have a character different than 
us. Allah will bring people in our life who will not be of the same characteristics because we cannot 
live with someone who has identical characteristic as ours. We need to think that  my spouse will 
complete us in our deficient character. Allah decreed a person of certain character to come to my 
life. We need to overlook the deficiencies in favor of the good  characteristics that the other person 
has. At the same time we need to thank Allah for the good characteristics of our spouse. Allah knows 
what is good for us and he decreed the person for us. We need to ask Allah for a righteous husband. 

Sheikh As Saadi said in the Book “ Means of attaining the happiness in your life”  concluded two 
benefits from the hadith above    

FIRST BENEFIT 
 

This hadith guides one to kind treatment with his wife, companions and relatives. We need to 
realize that each person has certain shortcomings i.e. he has a conduct that we dislike and some 
good qualities.  How do you deal with such a person ? You need to overlook his deficiency and 
remember his good characters. This is the first benefit from the hadith of the Prophet.  

Sometimes we look at certain character as good but others may see it as bad e.g. A woman who is 
a perfectionist wants to perfect her task at work such that it is without mistakes. She will be always 
following up  and asking her sub ordinates about the work. She will think of her followup as a good 
characteristics as good but the others will think of her as annoying  

When we deal with people we need to always prepare ourselves that people are deficient. This way 
we will not be disappointed when they commit a mistake. We need to avoid suspicion. Whenever 
someone says something that is bad then don’t suspect them rather excuse them and give them 
some explanation because perhaps they did not mean it. We need to prepare ourselves that that 
people may behave wrongly due to anger or out of curiosity, then we need to remind ourselves that 
people are not perfect. If we are sensitive and every word and action will offend us then we will be 
destroyed. 

When a person offends us we need to think who is he ? If the one who has offended us is our close 
relation e.g. spouse, parents, siblings etc about whom we will be asked on the day of judgement 
then we need to think about what is his rights on me, We need to remind ourselves of the good those 
people have done on us. And this way there will be no grudge in our heart. 
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THREE CAUSES DUE TO WHICH WE DO NOT GIVE EXCUSES TO PEOPLE: 

1. The Shaitaan will never let us to think good about the people. 
2. Due to the sicknesses of the heart we may not be able to overlook the faults of others. 
3. When we are afflicted with people around us who are provoking us  

THREE MEANS TO OVERCOME SHORTCOMING OF PEOPLE 

1. We need to know that enduring the shortcomings of people is a kind of patience.  Allah tells 
us in Surah Al Furan that we have made some of you as trials over others, so will you be 
patient ?  
 

 

2. We need to adapt ourselves to accept the deficiencies of the others then their 
deficiencies will not cause us any distress. We need to look at the one who offended us as 
that he is the one to be blamed as he will have to face the consequences of his wrongdoing. 
We need to prepare ourselves to accept the shortcoming of others. We should not let 
people’s comments to irritate or hurt us 
 

3. As one adapts himself to accept the deficiencies of the people, he will becomes stronger. 
He will achieve strength in his heart such that he will not easily collapse or breakdown. If we 
endure patiently the mistakes of the people then we will become a strong person. This is 
what we need as a woman because we are weak. 
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SECOND BENEFIT 
 
The second benefit that Sheikh As Saadi concluded is that when we overlook the person in front of 
us then easily we can overcome the worries and distress from our heart. We will free our heart from 
the concerns and it will preserve the good ties between us and the other people.  

If we get irritated by the people around us e.g. our husband then we will think of divorce, if he is a 
relative then cutting off the relations is a sin, if we are irritated by our parents then we will not be 
dutiful to them which is also a major sin.  

At the end of the speech Sheikh As Saadi said that it is very strange that there are some people who 
have strong resolve and observe patience when disaster strikes but they collapse when silly things 
happen in their life. One word makes them upset and distressed. This is because when we confront 
big problems in our life we make lot of supplications, prayers etc. asking for Allah’s help but when 
we face small problems we do not seek the help of Allah. This is why Allah is nurturing us to seek 
his help all the time when we confront big or small problems. We should not reply on ourselves at 
any time. 

SUMMARY 

1. Adapt yourself to accept deficiencies of others 
2. Remember your shortcomings and do not fall in depression of grief 
3. Remember the good deeds of other in order to forgive the shortcomings. 
4. We need to remember that people are tests for one another 

The covenant between the husband and the wife is very important as you made Allah as your 
witness. 
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EVIL CONSEQUENCES OF NOT FULFILING COVENANT  

1. Breaching any  contract leads to bad conduct throughout the life.  

 

I. Allah tells us in Surah Al Maeda Ayah 13 that Allah cursed Bani Israel because they 
broke the covenant. This means Allah will not show them mercy  

II. Allah made their hearts hard , this means no admonition will affect the person.  He will 
not have faith and he will have bad conduct with everyone in his life. 

 
 

2. Breaching any contract leads to hypocrisy.  
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I. Allah tells us in Surah At Tawbah  Ayah 77 about the hypocrites because they said if 
Allah gave them money then they will spend in charity. But Allah gave them and they 
did not do it so Allah put hypocrisy in their hearts till the Day of judgement. This is 
because they broke the covenant that they made with Allah and because they lied.  If 
you breach the covenant with anyone then Allah will be their wakeel against you 

Allah commands us in Surah Al Israa Ayah 34  to fulfil the commitment as you will be asked about 
your commitment on the Day of Judgment. 

 
 

In Surah Al Ahzab Ayah 15 Allah calls the commitment that we make with people as a promise with 
Allah. 



8 

 

We need to look at the companions as they were so much careful to fulfil their covenants. Abu Darda 
who is a companion said to his wife UmmeDarda one day that if you see me angry then you try your 
best to make me pleased and if I see you angry then I will try my best to make you happy and If we 
will not be like this then there is no use of living together.  

Imam Ahmed was talking about his wife UmmeSaleh that I stayed with UmmSeleh for twenty years 
and we never had dispute. They were living in harmony as they were overlooking each other 

It is reported that a man came to ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab to complain about his wife. When he reached 
his house he heard ‘Umar’s wife Umm Kulthum scolding him. The man said to himself, ‘I came with 
the intention of complaining to him about my wife but he is himself going through what I go through.’ 
He, therefore, returned but ‘Umar called him back, and asked him about the purpose of his visit. He 
said, ‘I came to complain to you about my wife’s behavior but when I heard your wife’s words I 
returned.’ ‘Umar replied, “I bear with her because of her rights over me. Firstly, she is my protection 
from Hell as she keeps my heart protected from the forbidden: Secondly, she is keeper of my house 
(especially) when I am away, and she is also protector of my belongings. Thirdly, she acts as 
bleacher for me and washes my clothes. Fourthly, she nurses my children. Fifthly, she cooks my 
food, and bakes my bread.” Thereupon, the man said: “It was same with me, however, I did not show 
forbearance to her. Now I will let it all go.” 


